
 Dear members, friends and supporters,

 It is good to hear people talking about the 400th Anniversary of 
the First Polish Settlers in America, which takes place on October 
1, 2008.  This celebration provides an opportunity to highlight 
the accomplishments of Poles in America, who represent the sixth 
largest ethnic group, all proud citizens and faithful  taxpayers.  
I urge everyone to do something special during 2008 to honor our 
Polish heritage and the spirit of Poland, very much alive across 
America. Kindly spread the word about the following community-
wide events:

Polish Constitution Day
   There are three community events taking place in the Philadelphia 
area between May 2nd and May 4th to celebrate the 217th 
Anniversary of Poland’s May 3, 1791, Constitution, the second oldest 
democratic constitution in history.  You are asked to spread the 
word and participate at these events.  See complete details on 
page 4.

PIASA in Philadelphia on June 13th & 14th
   The Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences of America Association 
will be holding its annual meeting at the Historic District Holiday Inn 
at 4th and Arch Streets.  There will be a banquet on Saturday, June 
14th, to which everyone is invited.  For more details about PIASA in 
Philadelphia, see the article on page 6.

Spring and Summer in Historic Philadelphia
   The Polish American Cultural Center Museum volunteers invite 
you to enjoy the sights in America’s Most Historic Square Mile.  
While learning more about American history in Philadelphia’s 
historic district, visit the Polish American Cultural Center Museum 
at 308 Walnut Street, which will mark the 20th anniversary of the 
Exhibit Hall in August, 2008.

October “Polish American Heritage Month”
   Polish American organizations across the USA are asked to 
prepare now for the 27th anniversary of this national celebration 
of Polish history, culture and pride.  For more information and 
suggestions on ways to celebrate, visit the Museum’s Internet site 
at: PolishAmericanCenter.com and click on the Polish American 
Heritage Month link.  You can also call the Museum at (215)
922-1700.

400th Anniversary events in the Philadelphia area

  While featuring the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first 
Poles in America, the Philadelphia Pulaski Day Parade will itself be 
celebrating its 75th anniversary.  See a brief schedule of upcoming 
October events in this newspaper, mark your calendar and plan to 
attend as many as you can.  You can also view a schedule of events 
at: PolishAmericanCongress.com.

National 400th Anniversary Celebration
   The National Polish American Congress is sponsoring a special 
event in Jamestown, VA, on Wednesday, October 1, 2008, to mark 
the actual date of the Arrival of the First Polish Settlers to America.  
The public is invited. For more information, call the Museum at (215) 
922-1700.

   Reading the Polish American News online continues to be a 
growing way to stay united with Polonia.  Help us spread the word 
by emailing a copy to family and friends from 
PolishAmericanNews.com.

   Thanks for your continued support.  As always, I encourage you to
support the businesses, organizations, churches, and schools that 
support and celebrate Polish history and culture.  Together we 
continue to make a difference! 

From the Desk of 
Michael Blichasz, President

Polish American Cultural Center
and

Polish American Congress
Eastern Pennsylvania District

Looking Ahead
Mark Your Calendar for the following Events

Sponsored by Polish American Congress
Eastern Pennsylvania District

Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 
Proclamation Ceremony for Pulaski Day 
and Polish American Heritage Month, 
12:00 Noon, Polish American Cultural 
Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street, historic 
Philadelphia, PA., Everyone is invited. 
Admission is free.

Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 400th 
Anniversary of the First Polish Settlers 
in America, 5 to 8 P.M., Polish American 
Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street, 
historic Philadelphia, PA. Everyone is invited. Admission is free. 

Saturday, October 4, 2008, Pulaski Dinner Dance, Cocktails 
5 P.M. - Dinner 6 P.M., Associated Polish Home Ballroom, 9150 
Academy Road in Northeast Philadelphia. For reservations call Polish 
American Congress at (215) 739-3408.

Sunday, October 5, 2008, Pulaski Observance Mass, 9:30 A.M., 
Cathedral of SS. Peter & Paul, 18th and the Parkway, Center City 
Philadelphia, PA.

Sunday, October 5, 2008, Pulaski Tribute Program, 10:30 A.M. 
at the Kopernik Monument, Torun Triangle Park, across from the 
Cathedral - 18th and the Parkway, Center City Philadelphia, PA.

Sunday, October 5, 2008, Pulaski Parade steps 
off at 12:30 P.M. from 20th and the Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway. Free seating at Logan Circle in 
the area of television coverage on WPVI TV-6, 
1 to 3 P.M. 

For more information about the 2008 Pulaski Day 
Parade, call the Polish American Congress office in 
Philadelphia at (215) 739-3408, Monday through 
Friday between 9 A.M. and 5 P.M. For additional 

information, visit PolishAmericanCongress.com. 

Some of the reasons why Polish Americans 

are outstanding citizens of Pennsylvania 

and the United States of America

1. Polish Americans are a major asset to the State of Pennsylvania 
and every state where they live. They consistently pay their fair share 
of taxes including income, wage, business, sales, and many others, 
as well as local real estate taxes. These taxes make up a sizable 
portion of the revenue generated for municipal, state and federal 
government services. 

2. They remain outstanding property owners who excel in home 
maintenance, which in turn promotes real estate values and reduces 
crime. 

3. They strive to maintain the communities where they live as clean, 
safe places, which in turn reduces law enforcement costs and adds 
to the quality of life in local communities.

4. They support community service organizations that assist the 
elderly and individuals of all ages within their own communities. 
This saves considerable expense in the delivery of social services, 
especially when assisting individuals with language barriers to 
self-sufficiency. Polish Americans represent a major portion of the 
tax base for municipal, state and federal governments and make 
considerable contributions to social, cultural and educational 
programs, which benefit the general population.

5. Polish Americans sponsor public events to promote positive 
publicity and goodwill for the communities where they live.

These are a few reasons why Polish Americans are an important 
segment of American society. When Polish Americans make requests 
of elected officials, these requests should receive top priority at 
the local, state and national levels.  In reality, a portion of Polish 
American tax dollars make state-wide services, national services and 
international grants possible in the first place.
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