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 The handwritten original of the Government’s Law names the 
Constitution of May Third of the Year 1791, stitched into the great 
book containing the records of the Four-Year Seym 1788-1792 kept 
at the Main Archives of Ancient Records in Warsaw.
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 The Constitution of May Third 1791 painting by the great patriot 
Jan Matejko (1838)-1893) representing inspiring moments after the 
resolution of the Constitution. At the end of the session at the Castle, 
King Stanislaw August goes to the Cathedral of St. John, as he is 
being kissed on the hands by his devoted royal subjects, to repeat 
the Oath of the Constitution in front of the Altar, in the face of God. 
The Marshals of the Great Seym are carried to the Cathedral on the 
shoulders of the enthusiastic deputies of the Seym.

 This work of art, painted in the year 1891 in commemoration of 
the 100th anniversary of the resolution of the Constitution of May 
Third, was presented by Matejko as a gift to the nation, writing about 
it as follows: “I am a Pole, and the last expression of my feelings - my 
Motherland...I have made this last gift with the thought that those 
who are clenched by the band of bondage will someday accept it 
within the great walls of their Capital and will hang it on the walls of 
the Castle, where the great reform of the nation took place and was 
named the Constitution of May Third”.

 In accordance with the wishes of the artist, the painting is 
exhibited at the Royal Castle in Warsaw.

Poland’s Constitution of 1791
Second Oldest Democratic Constitution in the World

 In the late 18th century liberal movements swept through 
America, England and France, permanently changing their 
governments. This movement also had a profound effect in Poland in 
1791. On the third of May that year the Polish legislature adopted a 
constitution very similar to the United States Constitution, making 
Poland the second country in the world to adopt such a document. 
This development disturbed the strong monarchies surrounding 
Poland who were fearful that the liberal movement would also sweep 
through their countries. They soon invaded and partitioned Poland, 
crushing the movement and dividing the country. 

 But the spirit of the Polish people was never able to be 
suppressed. For over 217 years, although faced with many trying 
events in their nation’s history, Poles and people of Polish descent 
have commemorated the May 3, 1791 Polish Constitution Day 
as a day of unity, love of freedom and belief in democratic ideals. 
Throughout the past 217 years, it was that endless Polish quest 
for freedom, peace and justice and the ideals of the May 3rd 
Constitution that united the Polish nation and the world’s Polonia - 
a unity that still unites Polonia and the indomitable Polish spirit.

 For additional information visit the Museum’s Internet site at 
PolishAmericanCenter.org.

The American Association of the
Friends of Kosciuszko at West Point, Inc.

Invites everyone to join the
United States Military Academy at West Point, NY

on Saturday, April 26, 2008
in honoring the Polish and American patriot and hero

Thaddeus Kosciuszko

For information about Saturday’s activities and the
conference on Friday, April 25, 2008, see the website:

KOSCIUSZKOATWESTPOINT.ORG
or call Frances X. Gates at 718-346-6108 or 718-852-6812

Congratulations Pat & Al Koproski
   At the annual awards 
ceremony of the Polish 
American Historical
Association (PAHA), held at the 
Embassy of the Republic of 
Poland in Washington, DC, 
Al and Pat Koproski of 
Stamford, CT, were each 
awarded the Civic Achievement 
Award.  This honor is 
awarded to those who have 
advanced PAHA’s goals of 
promoting awareness of 
the Polish experience and 
culture in America.  Al and Pat Koproski were integral in founding 
the American Center of Polish Culture in Washington, DC (now 
known as The National Polish Center), and have provided valuable 
assistance in the endowment of the Polish Studies Program at 
Central Connecticut State University in New Britain, CT.  They are 
also active members of the Polish American Cultural Society in 
Stamford, CT, Polish American Congress, Polish American Cultural 
Center Museum in historic Philadelphia, along with several other 
organizations.

   The Polish American Congress, Polish American Cultural 
Center Museum, Philadelphia, and the entire Polonia extend 
congratulations to Al and Pat Koproski, offering them best wishes 
and Sto Lat!   

Learn Polish in Poland
   The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin School of Polish 
Language and Culture, which has been in existence for 34 years, 
offers summer courses for students at all levels of language 
proficiency.

   The summer program offers a wide range of possibilities from 
which to choose. Students can attend the program in either July 
or August and can register for courses ranging from 2 to 5 weeks 
in length or in a program for 8 weeks by combining the July and 
August courses.

   Apart from language classes, students have the option of attending
lectures on Polish culture, literature, history, music; taking part in a
variety of cultural and sightseeing activities; and enjoying an 
opportunity to meet with celebrities of Polish cultural and political 
life.

   For more information: www.kul.lublin.pl/school
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 White Eagle “Bialy Orzel” Newspaper
This is a bi-weekly publication of the White Eagle Media LLC.  
The free publication is in the Polish and English language and 
is available at the Polish American Cultural Center Museum, 
308 Walnut Street, in historic Philadelphia.  If  you live outside 
of Philadelphia and wish to subscribe to the White Eagle, call 
1-800-668-0667.

Read the Polish American News Online at:

PolishAmericanNews.com


