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Read the Polish American News Online at:

PolishAmericanNews.com

Polish American
Cultural Center

308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

(215) 922-1700

When You're in Philadelphia's
Historic District Visit The

Polish American Cultural Center
Museum Exhibit Hall

308 Walnut Street
Featuring Polish History and Culture

Open 10 AM to 4 PM
FREE ADMISSION
January through April

Monday to Friday
May through December
Monday to Saturday

Gift Shop is Open During
Regular Exhibit Hall Hours

Closed on Holidays

Internet: PolishAmericanCenter.org

You Are Urged to Support 
American Workers and Local Communities

     I must compliment the Polish American 
community for its continued help in support of the 
cause of American workers.  During the last year 
thousands of people responded to my commentaries 
and have shared many great ideas with me.  I have 

placed a few of my recent commentaries in this newspaper and ask 
that you read them and share them with your family and friends.

 You are urged to purchase products made in America, so we 
can bring back a more reasonable balance between imported and 
American made products in our stores, support businesses of all 
sizes, expand employment opportunities and revitalize America’s 
economy.  You can help change the tide of outsourcing by going 
out of your way to seek out American made products and support 
American workers. Thanks for supporting your local community 
stores, and the bakers and delis featuring Polish specialty items, 
made with recipes proudly brought from the old country and now 
produced by American workers of Polish heritage. 

     For more information visit: 
AmericanWorkersNeedYou.com. From that site 
you can also email me your comments and 
suggestions and forward information to your 
family members and friends.
     Michael Blichasz

AmericanWorkersNeedYou.com

As you make your vacation plans, be sure to check out:

Census Ethnicity Question 
Needs To Be Addressed

(Excerpts from a Piast Institute press release - 3/15/2010)

 The Polish American Congress has promoted a national campaign 
to call attention to the failure to include the ancestry question as 
part of the Census 2010.  The omission of the ancestry question 
deprives Polish Americans of the possibility of registering their Polish 
ancestry.  The PAC asked Polish Americans to check “White” in the 
racial category and then write in “Polish” or “Polish American” next 
to the entry.  In the space next to the “Some Other Race” (SOR) 
response choice in the same question it is urging Polish Americans 
to write in their ancestry again as a way of indicating to the Census 
Bureau and ultimately to the U.S. Congress how strongly they feel 
about being enumerated by ancestry as part of the 2010 Census.

 Dr. Thaddeus C. Radzilowski, President of the Piast Institute, 
points out that the plan has considerable merit as a demonstration 
of the Polish community’s dissatisfaction with the removal of the 
Ancestry Question from the 2010 Census, since it is being done in 
conjunction with the effort of other groups who are also denied the 
right to designate their ancestry on this Census.  The Piast Institute 
sponsors the only official Census Information Center (CIC) in the 
country designated by the Census Bureau to serve the data and 
demographic research needs of the Polish American community in 
the United States.  For this protest demonstration to be successful, 
the Polish community must also see this effort as part of a long
term strategy that keeps the issue alive over the next decade, 
according to Dr. Radzilowski.

 The Piast Institute points out that a similar strategy has been 
urged by groups that represent Arab Americans, Persian (Iranian) 
Americans, Turkish Americans, Italian Americans and others who 
are counted as “White” by the census.  The strategy is also being 
used by Caribbean and Sub-Saharan African populations who are 
subsumed under the category “Black, African American or Negro”.

 What will happen to the answers that specify a certain ethnicity 
on the SOR question or are added to amplify the answer “White”?  
The Census Bureau will tabulate but not publish them as part of 
the official census report. However,  after the official census count 
is reported to the President in December, 2010, and to the Congress 
and Senate in April, 2011, the figures will be available by request as 
a “special tabulation”.  The Piast Institute, along with organizations 
representing other groups, has urged the Census Bureau to speed 
up the release of that data as soon as possible.  It will request the
results for Polish Americans and others at that time.

 “This has to be a united effort if we are to succeed,” says Dr.
Radzilowski.  “What is important is not how many people will check 
“Polish” or “Arab” or “Angolan,” since in almost all cases only a 
minority of the members of any group will be mobilized to make 
the effort to write in their ethnicity or ancestry in response to the 
question on race, but how many groups across the multi-cultural 
spectrum of our society will do it.  That, more than anything else, 
will have an impact on Congress.  Congress is not going to address 
the issue if it is of interest only to one or two groups. It has to be a 
national effort by Americans of all ethnicities.”

For the complete news release, visit 
PolishAmericanCongress.com, Census 2010 link


