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     On Saturday, May 16, 2015, the Polish 
Intercollegiate Club, better known by its 
Polish initials, PKM, will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary at the Associated Polish Home 
Ballroom, 9150 Academy Road in Northeast 
Philadelphia.

 Our community has celebrated centennial anniversaries for many 
Polish organizations and churches in the Delaware Valley in recent 
years, institutions founded because of the difficult circumstances 
of the officially “stateless” Polish people at the dawn of the 20th 
century.  Collectively, their mission was to nurture a Polish 
heritage in exile, to teach the language and traditions of Poland 
and, in essence, to fill the cultural and spiritual void in the Polish 
soul. Therefore, given the history of the origins of Polonia in the 
Philadelphia area, we cherish and admire the milestone of these 
great founding groups of our community that have maintained 
their existence for over 100 years.  However one of the most difficult 
concepts to accept is the reality that the Polish Intercollegiate Club 
of Philadelphia, an organization known for its eternal youth and 
exuberance, has now also reached the centennial mark.
The concept of a Polish collegiate group in the Philadelphia area 
was actually born as early as 1903 with a group of 5 students from 
the University of Pennsylvania.  However it was not until 1915 
that a sustainable group could be formed when 12 students met 
in Port Richmond and founded what was to become the Polskie 
Kolko Miedzykolegjalne or PKM.  They joined with another group of 
students from the Thomas Jefferson Medical school, which had been 
meeting for over a year.  The purpose of the new group was to unite 
college students of Polish descent for participation and support in 
social, intellectual and cultural activities.  

 The group met in several locations around the city and even owned 
its own clubhouse before finally settling at the Associated Polish 
Home. In addition to participation in Polish community events, 
PKM was active in putting on plays, amateur nights and musicals 
and for many years published an informative and entertaining PKM 
gazette.  The group was active in supporting charities and sponsored 
grants for eligible students.  Traditional activities included formation 
of competitive sports teams, hayrides, Christmas caroling, Wigilia 
gatherings and the annual selection of Miss PKM. 

 Today we think of PKM as primarily a folk dance group, a group 
that has performed in an impressive list of venues all over the 
country and in Poland, but is actually a more recent addition to 
PKM, historically speaking.  PKM in today’s day and age continues 
to be a positive, lively force in the Polish American community whose 
members are upstanding and good spirited role models to the youth 
of Polonia.  I am proud to have been associated with this group for 
nearly 40 years and I wish the group another “Sto Lat”.  On behalf 
of the organizing committee, I invite everyone to help celebrate our 
“first 100 years” on May 16th, 2015 at the Associated Polish Home.  
For more information, please contact Maryann at 267-679-0624, 
mfam114@verizon.net, or call Diane at (856) 912-1393. 

      Dr. Stephen S. Skorczynski
The entire Polonia extends congratulations, best wishes and 

much success to PKM on its 100th Anniversary!  Dwiescie Lat!

See more about P.K.M.’s 100th Aniversary on 
pages 8-9 of this newspaper.

“P.K.M.” Celebrates Its 
100th Anniversary

Wesley Musial 2015 
Pulaski Parade Grand Marshal

 The Polish American Congress, 
Eastern PA District, is proud to 
announce that Wesley Musial will be the 
Grand Marshal of the 2015 Pulaski Day 
Parade.

 Wesley Musial is serving his second 
term as the Censor of  the Polish 
National Alliance, America’s largest 
national fraternal organization, which 
was founded in Philadelphia, PA in 
February, 1880.  He was selected by the 
Polish American Congress in recognition 
of his many years of participation with 
the Polish American Congress, Eastern PA District, the Pulaski Day 
Parade in Philadelphia and supporter of organizations in Polonia.

    Wesley  will lead the Pulaski Day Parade in Center City 
Philadelphia on Sunday, October 4, which is one of the many 
events in the Philadelphia area held in recognition of the National 
Celebration of Polish American Heritage Month.

    For more information about Philadelphia’s Pulaski Day Parade, 
visit the front page of the PolishAmericanCongress.com or 
PulaskiDayParade.com.  For additional information, you can call the 
Polish American Congress office at 215-739-3408.  Email address:
Info@PulaskiDayParade.com.

 Once again, the officers and members of the Polish American 
Congress, Eastern PA District, along with the entire Polonia, offer 
their congratulations to Wesley Musial, Philadelphia’s 2015 Pulaski  
Day Parade Grand Marshal.
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