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You Decide What to Support!
The June 2009 report of the United States Department of Labor 
Statistics lists that 14.7 million Americans are unemployed and 
seeking full-time employment. Add to that number millions of 
individuals still seeking part-time employment and the fact that 80% 
of this year’s college graduates are still unable to find a job, and you 
have a major crisis in the United States of America.

These staggering numbers provide further incentive for all of us to 
support the Buy American Made Campaign which would help keep 
current jobs and expand job opportunities here in America. We need 
to admit that too many American jobs have been lost to globalization, 
and that things won’t change unless we all unite to support 
American businesses who employ American workers.

I constantly hear from people who tell me how disturbed they are 
about the imbalance between foreign made and American made 
products. People also tell me they were not concerned about the 
trade imbalance and its effect on the well-being of American workers 
and families until they themselves, a family member, friend or 
neighbor lost a job because of global outsourcing. One thing I’m 
pleased to report is that more people are talking about this very 
important issue and are beginning to speak up at stores where they 
shop and are now discussing the Buy American Made Campaign with 
others on a regular basis.

In order to level the playing field, I again urge you to look for 
currently available American made products at every store where 
you shop. We can make a difference, one purchase at a time. 
Your participation with the Buy American Made Campaign is a 
must if we’re going to help American workers maintain and regain 
employment opportunities in the U.S.A. When you go shopping, 
look for, ask for and purchase American made products so we don’t 
continue to hear that more jobs are being lost to global outsourcing.

A Wake Up Call!
For many years, growing employment opportunities in the U.S.A. 
helped build American industry, supported American workers and 
their families and permitted millions of immigrants from all over the 
world to become proud Americans and realize a piece of the American 
dream.

In more recent years, global outsourcing of jobs became a common 
practice for some American businesses who sought reduced 
operational and employee costs and increased profits. Over the past 
20 years the negative effects of globalization were less noticeable 
to you and me because unemployment was lower and jobs were 
more readily available. However, the current recession is a wake 
up call which has finally forced us to reassess job outsourcing and 
acknowledge that business practices of the past are now coming 
back to haunt not only American workers, but the American 
economy.

If globalization provided a fair balance of employment opportunities 
for people in the U.S.A. and around the world, everyone could 
prosper. But the preoccupation with lower operational costs, 
avoidance of taxes, and desire for higher profits led more and more 
American businesses to outsource jobs overseas. Today, even though 
product packaging continues to bear familiar American corporate 
names and logos, production and assembly of a growing number 
of items occur largely in foreign countries which means fewer 
manufacturing and related jobs for Americans.

America experienced recessions in the past and was able to 
recover more quickly because there were many more production 
and related employment opportunities still available. Today, with 
massive globalization, computerization and modernized production 
technology, many jobs require fewer employees to produce items. 
This makes it harder to get people employed and the economy 
moving. We can all agree that the American people should have never 
sat back and permitted so many jobs to leave America, jobs that 
employed millions of Americans year after year.

The current recession and loss of jobs didn’t happen overnight, 
and the recovery will take time. However, you can help now by 
purchasing products presently being made in America, which are 
available to you at stores right now with the Made in America label.

The main goal of the Buy American Made Campaign is to bring about 
a better balance between American made and foreign made products. 
American workers are depending on you to look for, ask for and 
buy American made products and to let business owners and store 
personnel know about your concerns at the cash register, where it is 
most important that your concerns are heard.

From the Desk of 
Michael Blichasz, Host

Saturday Variety Program at 11 A.M.

1540 AM Radio WNWR • Philadelphia, PA

I welcome you to review the information from 
my most recent weekly commentaries and 
ask that you share this information with your 
family members and friends.

Voter Registration Campaign Continues
   The Polish American Congress, Eastern 
Pennsylvania District, Voter Registration 
Volunteers have distributed thousands of 
mail-in voter registration forms in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania. It’s important that Polish Americans 

continue to voice their opinions about key issues and remain active 
participants in the political process. As the sixth-largest ethnic group 
in America, Polish Americans have a strong voice, and that voice 
must be heard during every election. If you live in Pennsylvania and 
need a mail-in Voter Registration Form, call the Polish American 
Congress office in Philadelphia, Monday through Friday, at (215) 
739-3408, and an application will be sent to you. This mail-in Voter 
Registration Form is good for all Pennsylvania Counties. 

 October 5, 2009 is the last day for Pennsylvania voters to 
register for the municipal election that will take place on 
Tuesday, November 3, 2009.

Polish Language Classes at the
Polish American Cultural Center

 The Polish American Cultural Center at 308 Walnut Street in 
historic Philadelphia announces its fall/winter semester Polish 
Language Classes. Two levels of the Polish language focusing on 
conversation will be offered. 

 Classes will be held on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 P.M. 
until 8:30 P.M. The cost of the twelve week program is $135 plus 
book fee.

 If you are interested in enrolling in the Polish Language 
Classes at the Polish American Cultural Center, you can call 
for an application, Monday through Friday between 9 A.M. and 
5 P.M. (215) 922-1700.

Polish American Travel Service
Travel Reservations • Translation Services

PEKAO • Parcels to Poland
2714 E. Allegheny Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19134

(215) 634-3396
Attention Schools

 The Pulaski Coloring Contest will begin Thursday, September 
10, with all entries to be returned by Monday, September 21, 
2009.  Schools interested in participating should call the Polish 
American Congress Coloring Contest Committee at 
(215) 739-3408, Mon.-Fri., 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.

Visit us on the Internet at: 
PolishAmericanCenter.com


