
August 4, 1904 - Witold Marian Gombrowicz (Born)

Witold Marian Gombrowicz was a Polish novelist 
and dramatist. His works are characterized by deep 
psychological analysis, a certain sense of paradox and 
an absurd, anti-nationalist flavor. He gained fame only 
during the last years of his life but is now considered 
one of the foremost figures of Polish literature.
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August 1, 1943 - Sisters of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth (Executed by Nazis) 

The eleven Sisters of the Holy Family of 
Nazereth were arrested and executed by Nazi 
soldiers in Nowogrodek, Poland, in 1943.  
The sisters, who administered an orphanage 
in Nowogrodek, were taken to the outer 

limits of the town, shot and buried in a common grave.

August 2, 1940 - Kosciuszko Squadron #303 was formed

The Polish pilots of the Kosciuszko 
Squadron #303, attached to the 
RAF, fought valiantly in the Battle 
of Britain in 1940.  The Kosciuszko 
Squadron downed 126 enemy 
aircraft, winning the admiration of 
the British government and people.

August 5, 1981 - Polish American Heritage 
Month (Founding)

Polish American Heritage Month began in the 
City of Philadelphia, PA. A few years later it 
was moved to October to include schools and 
the fall season activities.  In 2009, we mark the 

28th anniversary of this effort which became a successful national 
celebration of Polish history, culture and pride.

August 6, 1955 - Senator John F. Kennedy (Visit)

Senator John F. Kennedy visited Poland on August 6, 
1955.  He made a pilgrimage to Czestochowa, Poland and 
returned to the United States with great admiration for 
the faith of the Polish people.

August 7, 1942 - Kazimierz Barburski (Born)

Kazimierz Barburski won the bronze medal for fencing in 
the 1968 Olympic Games in Ciudad de México.

August 8, 1915 - Fr. Kornelian Dende (Born)

Fr. Kornelian Dende was the director of the Fr. Justin 
Rosary Program in 1915.  The Fr. Justin Program is 
heard on 1540 AM Radio every Sunday at 12 noon and 
is aired on dozens of other radio stations throughout 
the United States.

August 12, 1915 - Alexander Wojciechowicz (Born)

Alexander Francis Wojciechowicz was a professional 
football player in the National Football League. He was 
an offensive lineman and linebacker for the Detroit 
Lions and Philadelphia Eagles.

August 13, 1920 - Battle of Warsaw

Polish soldiers, led by Marshal Pilsudski 
and General Wladyslaw Sikorski in 
the Battle of Warsaw against the 
Bolsheviks, fought from August 13th 
to August 18th in 1920.  Poland’s 
victory stopped the Bolsheviks from spreading their revolution across 
Europe.

August 14, 1941 - Fr. Maximilian Kolbe (Executed)

Fr. Maximilian Kolbe is now named Saint Maximilian 
Kolbe.  Fr. Kolbe, a Franciscan priest asked to be 
executed in the place of Franciszek Gajowniczek, 
another Pole detained at the Nazi Auschwitz death 
camp.  In return, Fr. Kolbe was sentenced to a slow 
death by starvation and Franciszek Gajowniczek, 

whose life was spared, was eventually reunited with his family.  It 
was on August 14, 1941, that Fr. Maximilian Kolbe was executed 
because the Nazis felt his death by starvation was taking too long.

August 15, 1935 - Waldemar Baszanowski 
(Born)

Waldemar Baszanowski, a famous Polish 
weightlifter, won gold medals at Olympic 
competitions in 1964 and 1968, as well as five 
world weightlifting championships.

August 16, 1905 - Marian Rejewski (Born)

Marian Rejewski was one of a three man team of 
mathematicians that cracked the German Enigma code 
during World War II.  Rejewski’s fellow mathematicians 
and cryptologists were Jerzy Rozycki and Henryk 
Zygalski who were remembered during past historic 
reflections.

August 17, 1896 - Robert Chodasiewicz (Died)

Robert Chodasiewicz, a Polish military officer, offered 
his service to the Union Army during the American 
Civil War.  Robert Chodasiewicz served with distinction 
and upon completion of the war, immigrated to 
Argentina.

August 18, 1937 - Edward Stachura (Born)

Edward Stachura was a Polish poet, philosopher and 
writer.  He has over 18 major works to his credit and 
was one of the most interesting writers of the post 
war generation.  The major theme in his works is the 
connection between art and reality.

August 19, 2002 - Marek Kotanski (Died)

Marek Kotanski was a Polish psychologist who 
practiced social work in Poland helping the sick, 
poor and homeless.  Marek Kotanski started many 
successful programs which still operate today.

 Museum’s Historic Reflections Project
August / September

 The Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Historic 
Philadelphia presents Historic Reflections from Polish and Polish 
American history on the Polish American Radio Program.  The 
reflections are organized in a daily format. Some of the dates may be 
the birthday or death date of a prominent person. Other dates may 
celebrate a milestone in a prominent person’s life such as a career 
promotion, invention date, or some accomplishment that contributed 
to science, medicine, sports, or entertainment history.  Other dates 
may be an anniversary of a historical event in Polonia or Poland’s 
history. 

 You can hear weekly historic reflections on the Saturday edition 
of the Polish American Radio Program at 11 A.M. on 1540 AM 
Radio from Philadelphia. Listen to rebroadcasts 24 hours a day at 
PolishAmericanRadioProgram.com.

 For your information, we have listed a selection of historic 
reflections for the months of August and September.

Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Philadelphia, PA
August 10, 1898 - Tadeusz Mostowicz (Born)

Tadeusz Mostowicz was a Polish journalist and author 
of over a dozen popular novels.  He is best known for 
The Career of Nicodemus Dyzma, the book that inspired 
Jerzy Kosinski’s 1971 novel, Being There.

August 11, 1950 - Steve Wozniak (Born)

Steve Wozniak, also known as “Woz”, is a Polish 
American computer engineer who invented the 
Apple I and Apple II computers.  His invention of the 
Apple personal computer led to the largest computer 
revolution in history.

August 20, 1898 - Leopold Infeld (Born)

Dr. Leopold Infeld was a noted Polish physicist who 
worked with Albert Einstein at Princeton University.  
The two scientists co-formulated the equation 
describing star movements.

August 3, 1924 - Joseph Conrad (Died)

Jozef Korzeniowski, better known as Joseph Conrad, is 
an internationally respected author in the Polish and 
English languages.  He is known for his works Lord 
Jim and Heart of Darkness.

August 9, 1988 - Polish American Cultural Center 
Museum (Opening)

The opening of the Polish American Cultural Center 
Museum at 308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia 
took place on August 9, 1988.  On this date, Vice 
President, George Bush, Sr. along with John Cardinal 
Krol and members of Polonia gathered to cut the ribbon 
at the new museum, which is a Polish American focal 

point for visitors to Historic Philadelphia.

August 21, 1907 - Henry Archacki (Born)

Henry Archacki, founder of the Polish American 
Historical Association and historian, chaired the 
committee to have Paderewski’s heart enshrined at 
the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa in 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania.


