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Museum’s Historic Reflections Project Part 5

September 13, 1964 - Rafal Ziemkiewicz (Born)

Rafal Ziemkiewicz is known as a social science fiction 
author whose works deal with future governments and 
the political climate in Europe.  He is also currently 
writing for the Polish edition of Newsweek.

September 14, 1561 - Jan Tarnowski (Died)

Jan Amor Tarnowski (1488–1561) was a Polish-
Lithuanian szlachcic. He was Grand Crown Hetman 
from 1527 and was the founder of the city of 
Ternopil, where he built the Ternopil Castle and 
the Ternopil Lake.

September 15, 1941 - Miroslaw Hermaszewski 
(Born)

Miroslaw Hermaszewski is Poland’s first cosmonaut.  
In 1978, Hermaszewski spent eight days in the 
Salyut space station and won an award for his 
participation in the mission.  He eventually made it to 
the rank of General of the Polish Air Force.  Miroslaw 
Hermaszewski is currently retired.

September 16, 1985 - Madeline Zima (Born)

Madeline Rose Zima is an American actress, known 
for her six years as Grace Sheffield on the TV Series 
The Nanny or more recently as Mia Cross on the 
Showtime dramedy Californication.

September 17, 1968 - Jerzy Dabrowski (Died)

Jerzy Dabrowski was an aeronautical engineer and 
designer of the famed PZL.37 Los medium bomber.  
Jerzy Dabrowski’s airplanes were used during 
World War II and were of superb flying quality.  At 
the end of his career, he worked for Boeing Aircraft 
Corporation in Washington State.

September 18, 1944 - Walter Shimshock (Shot 
Down and died in the Aircraft “I’ll be Seeing You”)

Walter Shimshock was a 19 year old tail gunner on a 
B-17 Bomber that had been airlifting supplies to the 
people of Warsaw.  During this mission, the “I’ll Be 
Seeing You” was hit by German flak and fell to earth. 
Two of the ten crew members on board survived and 
were captured by the Germans and sent to a Nazi 
POW camp. 

September 19, 1905 - Leon Jaworski (Born)

Leon Jaworski was the famous Polish American 
lawyer and prosecutor in the Watergate Case.  Leon 
Jaworski also served as a war crimes prosecutor in 
Germany during WWII.

September 20, 1960 - James Pawelczyk (Born)

James Pawelczyk is a NASA astronaut and associate 
professor of Physiology.  Dr. Pawelczyk served as a 
payload specialist in Space Shuttle Columbia from 
April 17th to May 3rd, 1998.

September 21, 1869 - Henryk Melcer-Szczawinski 
(Born)

Henryk Melcer-Szczawinski was a Polish composer, 
pianist, conductor, and teacher. His works include two 
piano concertos, one in E minor (1892-1894) and one 
in C minor (1898); a violin sonata (1907), and a piano 
trio in G minor (probably written 1892-1894).

September 22, 1964 - Bonnie Hunt (Born)

Bonnie Lynn Hunt is an American actress, 
comedienne, writer, director, television producer 
and daytime television host.  Hunt, who was born 
in Chicago, Illinois, is the daughter of Alice, a 
homemaker of Polish descent, and Bob Hunt, an 
electrician of Irish descent.

September 23, 2001 - Dr. Stanislaw Blejwas (Died)

Dr. Stanislaw Blejwas was a history professor and the 
chairman of Polish studies at Connecticut University 
and the President of the Polish American Historical 
Association.  Dr. Blejwas was a respected expert in the 
field of Polish American Studies.

Help Poland’s Flood Victims
 The Polish American Congress Charitable Foundation (PACCF) is 
leading a drive to raise funds for the flood victims who have been 
stricken by the worst flooding to hit Poland since the late 19th 
century.  Although southern Poland was the first area to experience 
severe flooding, the rivers have carried flood waters much further 
north.  The Vistula River burst its banks in central Poland with 
effects as far as Warsaw. Tens of thousands of people have been 
affected thus far and the numbers are still growing.

 A special account for relief funds has been opened and no amount 
is too small.  All monies collected will be used to directly help lift 
the burden from the affected individuals and families and for the 
extensive repair and restoration that is needed.

 The PACCF asks for your support.  You can make your 100% tax 
deductible check payable to “PAC Charitable Foundation” and mail 
it to PACCF, 5711 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL 60646, Attn: 
Flood Relief for Poland.

 If you have any questions, call 773-763-9944 or e-mail
paccf@paccf.org.

Special Greetings from

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.
Krzyzanowski Foundation


