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Museum’s Historic Reflections Project Part 5

September 13, 1964 - Rafal Ziemkiewicz (Born)

Rafal Ziemkiewicz is known as a social science fiction 
author whose works deal with future governments and 
the political climate in Europe.  He is also currently 
writing for the Polish edition of Newsweek.

September 14, 1561 - Jan Tarnowski (Died)

Jan Amor Tarnowski (1488–1561) was a Polish-
Lithuanian szlachcic. He was Grand Crown Hetman 
from 1527 and was the founder of the city of 
Ternopil, where he built the Ternopil Castle and 
the Ternopil Lake.

September 15, 1941 - Miroslaw Hermaszewski 
(Born)

Miroslaw Hermaszewski is Poland’s first cosmonaut.  
In 1978, Hermaszewski spent eight days in the 
Salyut space station and won an award for his 
participation in the mission.  He eventually made it to 
the rank of General of the Polish Air Force.  Miroslaw 
Hermaszewski is currently retired.

September 16, 1985 - Madeline Zima (Born)

Madeline Rose Zima is an American actress, known 
for her six years as Grace Sheffield on the TV 
Series The Nanny or as Mia Cross on the Showtime 
dramedy Californication.

September 17, 1968 - Jerzy Dabrowski (Died)

Jerzy Dabrowski was an aeronautical engineer and 
designer of the famed PZL.37 Los medium bomber.  
Jerzy Dabrowski’s airplanes were used during 
World War II and were of superb flying quality.  At 
the end of his career, he worked for Boeing Aircraft 
Corporation in Washington State.

September 18, 1944 - Walter Shimshock (Shot 
Down and died in the Aircraft “I’ll be Seeing You”)

Walter Shimshock was a 19 year old tail gunner on a 
B-17 Bomber that had been airlifting supplies to the 
people of Warsaw.  During this mission, the “I’ll Be 
Seeing You” was hit by German flak and fell to earth. 
Two of the ten crew members on board survived and 
were captured by the Germans and sent to a Nazi 
POW camp. 

September 19, 1905 - Leon Jaworski (Born)

Leon Jaworski was the famous Polish American 
lawyer and prosecutor in the Watergate Case.  Leon 
Jaworski also served as a war crimes prosecutor in 
Germany during WWII.

September 20, 1960 - James Pawelczyk (Born)

James Pawelczyk is a NASA astronaut and associate 
professor of Physiology.  Dr. Pawelczyk served as a 
payload specialist in Space Shuttle Columbia from 
April 17th to May 3rd, 1998.

September 21, 1869 - Henryk Melcer-Szczawinski 
(Born)

Henryk Melcer-Szczawinski was a Polish composer, 
pianist, conductor, and teacher. His works include two 
piano concertos, one in E minor (1892-1894) and one 
in C minor (1898); a violin sonata (1907), and a piano 
trio in G minor (probably written 1892-1894).

September 22, 1964 - Bonnie Hunt (Born)

Bonnie Lynn Hunt is an American actress, 
comedienne, writer, director, television producer 
and daytime television host.  Hunt, who was born 
in Chicago, Illinois, is the daughter of Alice, a 
homemaker of Polish descent, and Bob Hunt, an 
electrician of Irish descent.

September 23, 2001 - Dr. Stanislaw Blejwas (Died)

Dr. Stanislaw Blejwas was a history professor and the 
chairman of Polish studies at Connecticut University 
and the President of the Polish American Historical 
Association.  Dr. Blejwas was a respected expert in the 
field of Polish American Studies.

Save American Jobs
 With the economy at its worst, unemployment high, and everyone
struggling to earn a decent living, compliments are due to business-
owner Dave Callahan of Newtown, PA.

 An article about Callahan appeared in the Philadelphia Inquirer on
Saturday, July 16, 2011.  Owner of the Newtown Hardware Shop in 
Newtown, PA, (a 142-year-old establishment), he is trying to keep 
his shop open.  But in today’s tough economy, he was forced to lay 
off one full-time worker and two part-timers.  He mentioned that he 
has weathered tough economic times in his 26 years of business, 
but never anything like this.  Business usually improves after seven 
or eight months, but presently it’s been two to three years of hard 
times.

 So Dave Callahan fought to save his business and his employees’ 
jobs by distributing over 2,000 3x10 inch plain white bumper 
stickers, with red and white stripes and black lettering stating, “Save 
Newtown Hardware”.  The effort is drumming up business, which 
has improved in the last two months, with lost customers returning 
and new ones beginning to buy plumbing parts, light bulbs, and 
other items for do-it- yourself projects.  Business from contractors, 
however, is still down 40 percent.

 Callahan is not alone - there are many area businesses   
scrambling to stay alive. This story’s lesson is to support established 
local neighborhood stores and help keep people employed in 
businesses that deserve to stay in business!

Special thanks to Diane Sawyer of 
ABC World News, David Miur and 
Sharyn Alfonsie for the ongoing 

Television reports on 
Made In America. 

     Getting the message out about any cause requires a lot 
of time and effort. There is a growing number of newspaper, 
radio and Internet outlets helping to spread the word about 
AmericanWorkersNeedYou.com and the Buy American Made 
Campaign. Through these sources large numbers of people hear 
about the cause of American workers. A growing number of outlets 
that serve Polonia are ongoing supporters and their participation 
is appreciated. Thanks to: Dennis Ostapowicz, Radio WBCB 
1490 AM, Andy Citkowicz & Jim Kucharski, program hosts on 
the PolkaJammerNetwork.org, the Post Eagle, Polish American 
News, Barbara Ilnicka, WWDB 860 AM Radio, Michael Blichasz, 
Saturday Variety Program, WWDB 860 AM Radio, Narod Polski, 
Zgoda, PolAm Journal, Peter Danielczuk and the program 
hosts on 247PolkaHeaven.com, Jonathan Lomnychuk, WRAW 
1340 AM Radio and to all media outlets that promote the Buy 
American Made Campaign. Be sure to spread the word and visit: 
AmericanWorkersNeedYou.com.

Who Voted For Them 
To Put Us In Debt?

 We the people and taxpayers would all be better served if our 
national elected leaders focused their time and energy on restoring 
and expanding job opportunities in the U.S.A. and strengthening 
America’s economy.  That has certainly not been the case as we 
watched national leaders wrangle over raising America’s debt ceiling 
which places additional debt obligations on all of us and on future 
generations of Americans!

   The fact that America owes money and interest to any foreign 
country or any financial institution is not a compliment to our 
national elected leaders.  In their effort to reduce our national debt, 
they should focus on evaluating the programs that actually do work, 
and then provide funding for those programs based on the income 
America generates to support government services and not be 
borrowing money to accomplish goals America cannot afford.   
 For hundreds of years immigrants from around the world came to 
America to share in the American dream. Now with the rising debt 
ceiling in the U.S.A, every American, man, woman and child owes 
over $45,000 toward the debt America’s leaders enacted, but without 
funding to back up their plans.

 IF national leaders were looking out for America’s best interest, we
would not be in debt, we would have more jobs available than 
people to fill them and America’s businesses, workers, families, 
communities and future would be the envy of the world.

 IF elected officials put all of their efforts toward representing the
American people who elected them, we would not be in the situation 
America finds itself today. Contact your national elected leaders on 
issues that concern you and let them know it is their obligation to 
represent you and the needs of the American people FIRST.  Placing 
debt on all of us and on future generations is not what we sent them 
to Washington to do!

 Thanks for supporting the Buy American Made Campaign. 
Together our voices are being heard and we are more united in our 
support for America’s workers and the businesses that employ them. 
Look for, ask for and be sure to support American made FIRST!

Visit: AmericanWorkersNeedYou.com


