
Commonly known by his Latin name, Nicholas 
Copernicus, Mikolaj Kopernik is regarded as 

"The Father of Astronomy". 
 Nicholas Copernicus, born 
February 19, 1473, was the 
first astronomer to formulate a 
scientifically based heliocentric 
cosmology that displaced the Earth 
from the center of the universe. 
While a student at the University 
of Kraków, he discovered several 
logical contradictions in the existing 
astronomical system taught at that 
time, which put the earth at the 
center of the universe. Later when 
studying medicine and religious law 
at Bologna University, Kopernik 
pursued further investigations of 
the movements of celestial bodies, 
especially the moon. His direct 
observations, coupled with research 

based on various Greek and Latin astronomical writings, prompted 
him to originate the Copernican system of the structure of the 
universe. This theory placed the sun at the center of the solar system 
and the earth in orbit around it. Kopernik's most famous written 
work, De Revolutionibus, which laid the foundation for modern 
astronomy, was completed in 1530, after fifteen years of painstaking 
observations and calculations, often with instruments of the 
astronomer's own making. Although deeply convinced of the truth of 
his heliocentric system, Kopernik did not actively seek to publish this 
work because of its controversial nature. He did, however, manage to 
catch a dimmed glance at the first printed copy moments before his 
death on May 24, 1543.

Fryderyk Chopin (1810-1849) 
     One of Poland's greatest and most 
remembered musicians of Polish descent, 
Fryderyk Chopin, was born in Zelazowa 
Wola, Poland, near Warsaw on February 
22, 1810. His father, Nicholas Chopin, 
came to Poland to secure a position 
teaching French. He met and married 
Justyna Krzyzanowska. Together in 
the city of Warsaw, Poland, they raised 
their son Fryderyk along with their three 
daughters. At the young age of seven, 
much like Mozart, Chopin had already 
amazed people with his musical abilities. 

Chopin departed for Vienna at age 20 to continue his studies, 
compose and share his talents with composers of his time. By age 
21, Chopin reached Paris and became friends with Berlioz, Liszt and 
Mendelssohn.

 Despite his premature death in 1849, Chopin's music touched the 
hearts of many throughout the years of his life and continues, even 
today, to be admired by musicians and music lovers alike. Chopin 
is most noted for his unique approach to the piano, creating sounds 
unheard before his time.

 Today among the masters of great musicians, the name Fryderyk 
Chopin is remembered not only as the greatest of Polish composers, 
but also as a great representative of Polish culture.

 Chopin died on October 17, 1849. His body was laid in a tomb in 
Pere Lachaise Cemetery in France. In accordance with his wishes, 
the heart of this great composer was taken to Warsaw, Poland and 
enshrined into the wall of the burial nave of the Church of the Holy 
Cross in Warsaw where thousands of people come each year to 
remember him and his outstanding musical talents. Tourists can 
also visit Chopin's home in Zelazowa Wola, Poland, where from his 
garden one can still hear Chopin's music being played for visitors on 
a piano in his house by talented musicians.

 You can learn more about Fryderyk Chopin when you visit the 
Polish American Cultural Center Museum at 308 Walnut Street in 
historic Philadelphia, PA.

Employment Opportunities at 
Trimline Windows, Inc.

Trimline Windows, Inc., maker of custom wood windows in 
Warminster, PA, is seeking qualified individuals for the following 
positions:

  • Woodworker  • Delivery Driver
  • Wood Window Assembly • Painter/Finisher
  • Warehouse   
Excellent salary & benefits including medical, life and 401K.  For 
more information, or to obtain an employment application, contact: 

Trimline Windows, Inc., 50 Louise Drive, Warminster, PA 18974.
Phone: (215) 672-5233  •  Fax: (215) 674-9324

Email: mlz@trimlinewindows.com  • Web: trimlinewindows.com
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During February, Polonia Salutes Three Internationally Renowned Poles
General Thaddeus Kosciuszko 

1746 - 1817
Hero of America and Poland

     Thaddeus Kosciuszko was 
born in Poland on February 4, 
1746, son of Ludwik and Tekla 
Kosciuszko. He attended school 
in Lubieszow and then the Cadet 
Academy in Warsaw before 
continuing his engineering 
studies in Paris, France. By 
the time Kosciuszko arrived in 
America from Poland in 1776, 
he was a skilled engineer who 
came to offer his services to 
the American colonies in their 
struggle for independence.

     On October 18, 1776, 
Kosciuszko was commissioned 
as Colonel of Engineers by the 
Continental Congress and began 

his outstanding service of fortifying battle sites, many of which 
became turning points in America’s fight for independence against 
the British.

 Shortly after arriving in Philadelphia in 1776, Kosciuszko read 
the Declaration of Independence and was moved to tears because 
he discovered in this single, concise document everything in which 
he truly believed. When he discovered that Thomas Jefferson was 
responsible for drafting the Declaration, he felt compelled to meet 
him. A few months later, while moving south with the Continental 
Army, Kosciuszko stopped in Virginia to meet with Jefferson. After 
a very warm reception, the two men spent the day comparing 
philosophies and eventually became the best of friends.

 In the early days of the war, Kosciuszko helped to fortify the 
Philadelphia waterfront at Fort Mercer. Shortly after, he was 
transferred to New York, where he helped with fortifications along 
the Hudson and planned the defense for Saratoga. The Battle of 
Saratoga became known as one of military history’s most famous 
struggles for independence and proved to be a turning point in the 
war.

 In 1778, Kosciuszko was made chief engineer of West Point, New 
York. This fortification became known as the American Gibraltar 
because it was unable to be penetrated by the British Army. 
Eventually West Point became a military academy, as suggested 
by Kosciuszko to General George Washington.

 In 1783, Kosciuszko was appointed Brigadier General and was 
awarded the Cincinnati Order Medal by General George Washington, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. Washington also 
presented Kosciuszko with two pistols and a sword as gifts for his 
outstanding service to America.

 After the colonies won their independence, Kosciuszko returned 
to Poland in 1784, to help his own country win independence from 
the surrounding European powers. Kosciuszko was wounded in the 
failed revolt and taken prisoner by the Russians. Upon his release 
from prison, he returned to America on August 18, 1797, which he 
considered his “second home.” He received a hero’s welcome when 
he reached the Philadelphia waterfront along the Delaware River. 
Afterward, he secured a residence at 3rd and Pine Streets, which is 
now the Kosciuszko House, a national memorial to this hero of the 
American Revolution.

 Kosciuszko was admired by general and foot soldier alike, both 
for his technical knowledge and for his sympathetic understanding 
and generosity. Jefferson wrote of Kosciuszko, “He is as pure a son 
of liberty as I have ever known.” Tragically, Kosciuszko, a devoted 
champion of the poor and oppressed, never witnessed the arrival of 
freedom in his homeland, Poland.

 Kosciuszko was a firm believer of equality and requested that the 
money from his American estate be used to buy freedom for slaves, 
help to educate them and provide them with enough land to support 
themselves.

 Kosciuszko spent the last years of his life in Switzerland, where 
on October 15, 1817, he died at the age of 72. He is buried in Wawel 
Castle, in Krakow, Poland, among the tombs of the Polish Kings.  
 You can learn more about General Thaddeus Kosciuszko when 
you visit the Kosciuszko House, Third and Pine Streets, or the Polish 
American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street, both in 
historic Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Or you can visit the Kosciuszko 
House on the Internet at: www.nps.gov/thko/ and the Polish 
American Cultural Center on the Internet at: 
www.PolishAmericanCenter.org.

Radio Zblizenia
Friday 12 Noon to 1 P.M.  •  1540 AM

Polish language program with your hostess 
Walentyna Adamczyk


