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From the Desk of
Mary Ann Zerkowski, President

Berks County Polish American 
Board of Education

mazredwing@aol.com

 In April 2012, the Polish American Board of 
Education of Berks County will be awarding 
$24,000 in scholarships to Berks County High 
School Seniors of Polish American descent.  
Scholarship application forms and guidelines 
are available in the office of the Guidance Counselor in all Berks 
County high schools. Guidelines and application forms can also 
be downloaded from the PABEBC website at www.pabeberks.org. 
Application forms are due NO LATER than Saturday, March 24, 
2012, to the Scholarship Secretary, Ronald Savitski, 159 Texter 
Mountain Road, Wernersville, PA 19565-9442, Tel. 610.693.9792. 
The scholarships will be awarded at the PABEBC annual banquet on 
Sunday, April 29, 2012, at the Reading Country Club. A social hour 
will be held beginning at 4:00 P.M., dinner will be served at 
5:00 P.M.  For more information and reservations please contact 
Helen Nowotarski at 610.777.4598.

Special Greetings from

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.
Krzyzanowski Foundation

Yolanda Konopacka DeSipio of 
Bennett, Bricklin & Saltzburg, LLP
Attorneys at Law • Call: (215) 423-4824
Available to assist clients throughout the

Philadelphia area & New Jersey in both the
English and Polish Languages

Immigration, Personal Injury,
Worker’s Compensation & Real Estate

For a Great Variety of Polkas, Obereks, Waltzes 
and much more, visit or call

T.K. Frank’s Polka Records (Frank Proszowski)
P.O. Box 321 Conshohocken, PA 19428

(610) 828-2089 or (610) 828-5573
www.Polkas.com/tkfrank

 Place your business ad in the next edition of the Polish 
American News.  For more information, call 215-922-1700, 
Monday through Friday, 9 A.M. to 5 P.M.

 100th Birthday Party Held at Polish Embassy. Walter 
Zachariasiewicz is shown above addressing his well-wishers after 
extinguishing the numerals 1-0-0 on his birthday cake, and being 
serenaded with a robust singing of “Sto lat.” At center is Ambassador 
Robert Kupiecki, his wife Malgorzata and daughter Magdalena.

 WASHINGTON, D.C. —It’s a very old Polish tradition to sing “Sto 
Lat” – “May You Live 100 Years” to someone at birthday parties, on 
name days, and at other special occasions. But due to the short life 
spans in the old days, almost no one ever achieved the unattainable 
century mark. Even today with all the vast modern medical and 
scientific improvements it’s still something of a rarity for a person 
to achieve centenarian status. But the ever remarkable Walter 
Zachariasiewicz did just that recently on November 7, 2011. 
Ambassador Robert Kupiecki hosted a gala black tie birthday 
celebration for acclaimed Renaissance man Zachariasiewicz, Nov. 19, 
2011, at the Embassy of the Republic of Poland. Approximately 130 
guests were in attendance. The event, conducted in Polish, featured a 
slide show of photos depicting Walter Zachariasiewicz’s amazing life, 
narrated by maestro Jerzy Sapieyevski playing at Paderewski’s piano. 
This was followed by a 1930s style cabaret show by a troupe of local 
Polish performers during which Walter was humorously scripted into 
the program.

 Among the many gifts Walter received was a commemorative 
officer’s sword from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs which 
complimented his announced promotion to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Polish Army. Many congratulatory letters were 
presented from the highest officials of the Polish government. Medals 
and awards too numerous to mention have already been bestowed 
upon Zachariasiewicz. Chief among them is Knight Commander 
in the Order of St. Gregory by Pope John Paul II in 1991, and 
Commander in the order of Polonia Restituta by President Lech 
Walesa in 1995, and most recently Poland’s Bene Merito.

 Born in 1911 in Krakow, partitioned-Poland, Zachariasiewicz’s 
life was never dull and involved suffering and sacrifice for the 
independence of Poland. He graduated from Krakow’s acclaimed 
Jagiellonian University. During World War II he was arrested and 
deported to a gulag by the Russians. He was later released in 1942 
and worked in the newly established Polish Embassy in Kujbyszew, 
Russia, and later served with Gen. Anders Polish Army that fought 
with the allies against Nazi-Germany.

 Upon emigrating to America in 1948, Zachariasiewicz worked as 
a Group Director for the Democratic Party, as well as an Assistant 
Postmaster General. He became very active and a major leader in 
Polish American organizations, as well as an effective and recognized 
lobbyist for the Polonia and Poland agendas on the national level. 
And thankfully, he still maintains a presence today. It was pleasingly 
obvious Zachariasiewicz is only closing out one century in order 
to start another when Ambassador Kupiecki said that since “Mr. 
Zachariasiewicz has already lived sto lat — perhaps we should wish 
him another 100 years,” to which Zachariasiewicz replied with his 
usual quick wry wit, “Why not?”

  Walter Zachariasiewicz with his birthday cake

“A Sto Lat Reality for Walter Zachariasiewicz”
Text & Photo by Richard P. Poremski 

This article appeared in the January 2012 edition of the 
Polish American Journal • www.polamjournal.com

Thaddeus Kosciuszko Park , Dublin, Ohio
 On September 12, 2011, the City Council of the City of Dublin, 
Ohio, voted to name 40 acres of Kosciuszko’s former property as 
“Thaddeus Kosciuszko Park.  Kosciuszko was awarded 500 acres on 
the Scioto River near Columbus for his service in the Continental 
Army during the American Revolution.

 The park is to be dedicated in the Spring of 2012.  The park will 
have amenities including hiking, trails, fishing, a shelter house, and 
on site parking.   

Visit “The Kosciuszko Room”                                 

 During February, the month Kosciuszko was born, or anytime 
throughout the year, visit the Kosciuszko Room in Ansonia, CT.

 The Kosciuszko Room, established in 1980 by Joseph Wardzala, 
who devoted more than 50 years of his life studying the life and 
accomplishments of General Thaddeus Kosciuszko, and sponsored 
by the Kosciuszko Historical Society of Ansonia, Derby, Shelton 
and Seymour, is located on the second floor in the historic home of 
General David Humphreys House, 37 Elm Street, Ansonia, CT.

 While in the United States, Kosciuszko befriended and spent much 
time in the home of General Humphreys.

 The Kosciuszko Room displays many artifacts honoring General
Kosciuszko, including photographs, books, portraits, dolls dressed in
traditional Polish dress, and a letter written by Humphreys to 
Kosciuszko in 1791.  It is open, admission free, Monday through 
Friday, from 1 to 4 p.m., or by appointment by calling Joseph 
Wardzala at 203-732-5886.

Polish Language Classes
 For information about Polish Language Classes, call the Polish 
American Cultural Center Museum at 215-922-1700.


