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Nomination of Stefan Skielnik 
to Rank of Lieutenant  

 
 Today, we have a great honor and pleasure to celebrate a military 
award ceremony honoring WWII veteran, Lieutenant Stefan Skielnik 
for his lifetime achievements as a military person, and a very 
dedicated Polonian activist emotionally involved for the good of 
Poland and the Polish American community in the United States. 
Stefan Skielnik was born on December 28 1925 in Gdynia, Poland.  
His life was not easy, especially, when WWII began.  In 1939, at 
the age of 13, he was arrested by the Germans. He was sent to 
Pinemunde for slave work. In  1943, he was taken against his will 
to serve the German Navy (Krigsmarine). In 1944, in France, he was 
taken to captivity by the French and American Army. In that time, 
young Stefan Skielnik, voluntarily joined the Polish Army and was 
assigned to the 2nd Corps under General Wladyslaw Anders.  In 
1946, he joined the British Army where he served until 1948.  In 
1958, he came to America and began his life in Wilmington Delaware. 
For a number of years he was involved in Polonia activities, 
organizing seminars and meetings. He conducted close cooperation 
with the Polish government representatives. Following the request of 
the Polish Ambassador Jerzy Kuzminski, he worked on the promotion 
of NATO membership for Poland, trying to convince and get support 
from the senators and congressmen from the State of Delaware. 
During that time he frequently was lobbying  for Poland. 
  Lt. Stefan Skielnik has a number of signifi cant achievements for 
Poland and Polonia. Just to present a few: 

-  long lasting charity for St Lawrence Hospice for children
-  charity for the Center for Blind Children in Laski, Poland 
-  offering the bells to the St. Hedwig Church in Wilmington,  
-  supporter of Polish American organizations and societies such as:  
 Polish American Congress, Polish American Veterans Association,  
 Polish People University in Philadelphia, AMPOL, Wilmington,   
 Delaware Federation of Polish Americans, and a number of catholic  
 organizations in the United States and Poland. 
-  active participant in Polish American Veterans Association   
 programs

 Working for a number of years for the Raskob Foundation, he 
frequently organized cultural events for Polonia of Delaware. He was 
a fundraiser for the victims of Czarnobyl, helped workers during 
Martial Law in Poland, and helped the fl ood victims in Poland. He 
had working contacts with Maria Sklodowska Curie University 
in Lublin and the Polish Catholic Episcopate in Warsaw, Poland, 
coordinating his charity actions in the United States. In his carrier as 
a Polonian activist Lt Stefan Skielnik had the opportunity to discuss 
political topics with Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski and Ambassador Jerzy 
Kuzminski, Senator William V. Roth, and with other politicians,  
using those contacts for promoting Polish political and cultural 
actual issues. For a number of years, he was a major contributor 
in organizing each year the celebration of 3rd of May Constitution 
Day and the celebration of Polish Independence Day in November. In 
2015, Lt Skielnik accomplished a great success organizing a patriotic 
unveiling ceremony dedicating a plaque honoring Captain Stanislaus 
Mlotkowski who served as Artillery Commander in historic Fort 
Delaware in Delaware from 1861 through 1865. 

 On March 22, 2012, the City Council of Gdynia, Poland, the 
hometown of Stefan Skielnik, passed a resolution to name a street 
“Stefan Skielnik” in his honor, for all his services during the War and 
for Poland and the Polish American community.  

 In recognition of his work for Polonia, Lt. Stefan Skielnik was 
honored as Military Marshal taking part in the Pulaski Parade in 
Philadelphia in 2012. 

 Stefan Skielnik is a resident of Wilmington, Delaware, a veteran of 
World War II, he obtained the rank of Lieutenant and was decorated 
by the British Secretary of State and Polish Army for his wartime 
services. 
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 For his services to the Polish American community and for 
outstanding efforts in promoting the acceptance of Poland in the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Stefan Skielnik was decorated 
by Poland’s President, Aleksander Kwasniewski with the Cavalier 
Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland. He also 
received a special award from the Minister of Defenses, Dr. Andrzej 
Karoszka, for his efforts in helping with the troops in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. He received a number of Certifi cates of Appreciation from 
several societies and organizations including PAVA and Polish People 
University and AMPOL.

 Stefan Skielnik has been involved in a leadership position in many 
cultural and patriotic organizations in Delaware, Pennsylvania, and 
on a national level. He is a member of the Polish American Congress, 
Eastern PA District, Polish American Cultural Center Museum in 
historic Philadelphia, and participates in the Philadelphia Pulaski 
Day Parade every year.  
 He has captured his interesting life as a soldier, Polonia activist , 
and a dedicated philanthropist in his book  “The Stolen Life – One 
Boy, One war, Five Uniforms” - published in English and translated 
into Polish for the young generation of Polonia and Poland.  
 In fi nal conclusion, it is necessary to point out that throughout his 
life he remains committed to his most important values: God, Honor 
and Country, as a man of integrity and honesty, helping all Polonia 
and Poland.  
 Lt Stefan Skielnik deserves this military promotion and he receives 
our Polish American Veterans support.  
 Thank you for your attention.  
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From left to right: Lt. Colonel Karol Sobczyk, Brigadier General Cezary 
Wisniewski presenting the Polish Army Medal to Lieutenant Stefan Skielnik.
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