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Kosciuszko Tribute Ceremony February 1, 2020
     Good afternoon members of the 
Polish American Congress, clergy, 
distinguished guests, friends, fellow 
teachers and students from St. Adalbert 
Polish Language School.  I am honored 
to speak to you today. 

     Here we are again on the first 
Saturday in February.  Why are we 
here?  Should we be here?  Of course 
the answer is yes, and we should 
examine the reasons why. 

     Today we celebrate the legacy of our 
Polish brother, Tadeusz Kosciuszko, a 
patriot, a military engineer, a freedom 
fighter, a war hero, friend to George 
Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Jefferson and a champion of 

civil rights.  In his book about Kosciuszko, Alex Storozynski, refers to 
him as “a man before his time.”  The freedoms and rights we cherish 
today, two hundred three years after Kosciuszko’s death, are the 
same ones he fought for and cherished.  He was the voice of freedom 
and equality for all people, black and white, men and women, rich 
and poor, Christian or not.  I would say that is perfection!  And I am 
proud to be Polish and proud to be here to remember and honor his 
accomplishments for they have a lasting effect on this country and 
on Poland.

 So many speakers before me have presented Tadeusz Kosciuszko’s 
biography and I don’t want to repeat dates and more dates but 
simply emphasize the reason we still remember and want to share 
with our younger generations.

 Kosciuszko was born in 1746 but roughly 138 years before 
that, the first Polish settlers arrived in America.  They were skilled 
laborers who were invited by Captain John Smith to make glass thus 
creating the first factory which eventually produced enough goods 
to create a first export.  These early Polish immigrants are credited 
with digging the first well for fresh drinking water, and making pitch 
and tar needed to build the colony.  There is also the fact that the 
first strike was organized by the Poles demanding democratic rights.  
Patriots just like Kosciuszko.  Polish, like Kosciuszko.

 In 1920, around 103 years after Kosciuszko’s death, Karol Wojtyla 
was born in Wadowice, Poland.  Many of us may know a little more 
about this Polish man because he lived until 2005.  We remember 
him in first person, not history books.  This year, on May 18th, 
we celebrate what would have been John Paul II’s 100th birthday.  
Here is another Polish patriot who became the voice of the entire 
Roman Catholic Church.  John Paul II introduced the papacy to 
the whole world.  He made 104 international trips to visit people on 
all continents (maybe not Antarctica), spoke many languages, and 
had audiences with more people than any other Pope.  Wojtyla lived 
through World War II.  During the war he worked in a quarry and 
a factory, began his studies for the priesthood, was an actor in a 
theater and a writer.

 So, where is the common thread?  The obvious is that they were 
all Polish.  But also, they were all people with conviction, intelligence 
and education.  All patriots, hardworking, dedicated and honest 
people that made an extremely positive contribution to the world.  
They have all been honored with statues and schools and bridges 
and roads being named after them. And that is why we are here 
today, to remember and celebrate and continue their good works.  
I look at you, the young intelligent students of our school, and urge 
you to make a difference, to be heard and to champion what is right 
and good for all people.

Maria Koleda, Guest Speaker
Kosciuszko Tribute Ceremony


