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General Thaddeus Kosciuszko 1746 - 1817
Hero of America and Poland

 Thaddeus Kosciuszko was born 
in Poland on February 4, 1746, son 
of Ludwik and Tekla Kosciuszko. He 
attended school in Lubieszow and 
then the Cadet Academy in Warsaw 
before continuing his engineering 
studies in Paris, France. By the time 
Kosciuszko arrived in America from 
Poland in 1776, he was a skilled 
engineer who came to offer his 
services to the American colonies 
in their struggle for independence. 
On October 18, 1776 Kosciuszko 
was commissioned as Colonel 
of Engineers by the Continental 
Congress and began his outstanding service of fortifying battle 
sites, many of which became turning points in America’s fight for 
independence against the British.

 Shortly after arriving in Philadelphia in 1776, Kosciuszko read 
the Declaration of Independence and was moved to tears because 
he discovered in this single, concise document everything in which 
he truly believed. When he discovered that Thomas Jefferson was 
responsible for drafting the Declaration, he felt compelled to meet 
him. A few months later, while moving south with the Continental 
Army, Kosciuszko stopped in Virginia to meet with Jefferson. After 
a very warm reception, the two men spent the day comparing 
philosophies and eventually became the best of friends.

 In the early days of the war, Kosciuszko helped to fortify the 
Philadelphia waterfront at Fort Mercer. Shortly after, he was 
transferred to New York, where he helped with fortifications along the 
Hudson and planned the defense for Saratoga. The Battle of Saratoga 
became known as one of military history’s most famous struggles for 
independence and proved to be a turning point in the war.

 In 1778, Kosciuszko was made chief engineer of West Point, New 
York. This fortification became known as the American Gibraltar 
because it was unable to be penetrated by the British Army. 
Eventually West Point became a military academy.

 In 1783, Kosciuszko was appointed Brigadier General and was 
awarded the Cincinnati Order Medal by General George Washington, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. Washington also 
presented Kosciuszko with two pistols and a sword as gifts for his 
outstanding service to America.

 After the colonies won their independence, Kosciuszko returned to 
Poland in 1784 to help his own country win independence from the 
surrounding European powers. Kosciuszko was the national hero 
of the 1794 insurrection. After the successful battle of Raclawice 
on April 4, 1794, first Warsaw and then Wilno were liberated from 
enemy occupation. Kosciuszko was wounded in the failed revolt 
and taken prisoner by the Russians. Upon his release from prison, 
he returned to America on August 18, 1797, which he considered 
his “second home.” He received a hero’s welcome when he reached 
the Philadelphia waterfront along the Delaware River. Afterward, 
he secured a residence at 3rd and Pine Streets, which is now the 
Kosciuszko House, a national memorial to this hero of the American 
Revolution.

 Kosciuszko was admired by general and foot soldier alike, both 
for his technical knowledge and for his sympathetic understanding 
and generosity. Jefferson wrote of Kosciuszko, “He is as pure a son 
of liberty as I have ever known.” Tragically, Kosciuszko, a devoted 
champion of the poor and oppressed, never witnessed the arrival of 
freedom in his homeland, Poland.

 Kosciuszko was a firm believer of equality and requested, before 
leaving the United States for the second time, that the money from 
his estate be used to buy freedom for slaves, help to educate them 
and provide them with enough land to support themselves.

 Kosciuszko spent the last years of his life in Switzerland, where 
on October 15, 1817 he died at the age of 72. He is buried in Wawel 
Castle, in Krakow, Poland, among the tombs of the Polish Kings.

 In 1828 a Corps of Cadets erected a monument to Kosciuszko at 
West Point, where his work was of vital importance to America in the 
Revolution.

 You can learn more about General Thaddeus Kosciuszko when 
you visit the Kosciuszko House, Third and Pine Streets, or the Polish 
American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street, both in 
historic Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Kosciuszko’s Advice to a Youth
 To do honor to your family and yourself and at my 
recommendation, you must reread what follows every day so that 
it will be engraved on your memory on which your well being will 
depend.

 Rise at four in the summer and six in the winter. Your first 
thoughts must be directed towards the Supreme Being; worship 
Him for a few minutes. Set yourself to work with reflection and 
intelligence, either at your prescribed duty carried out in the most 
scrupulous manner, or perfect yourself in some science in which 
you should have true mastery. Avoid lying under any circumstances 
in your life, but always be frank and loyal and always tell the truth. 
Never be idle but be sober and frugal even hard on yourself while 
indulgent to others. Do not be vain nor an egotist. Before speaking 
or answering on something, reflect and consider well in order not 
to lose your point and say something stupid. Never fail to give due 
recognition under any circumstances to the person who is in charge 
of your well being. Anticipate his desires and his wishes. Pay close 
attention with proper humility. Look for an opportunity to be useful. 
As you are a foreigner in the country, redouble your concern and 
efforts to gain trust and preference over the natives legitimately by 
your merit and superior knowledge. If a secret is entrusted in you, 
keep it religiously; in all your actions you must be upright, sincere 
and open; no dissimulation in your speech, do not argue but seek 
the truth calmly and with modesty, be polite and considerate to 
everyone, agreeable and obliging in society, humane and helpful to 
the unfortunate according to your means. Read instructive books 
to embellish your mind and improve your spirit. Do not degrade 
yourself by making bad acquaintances, but rather those with high 
principles and reputation thus your conduct should be such that 
the whole world approves it and that wherever you may be it will be 
considered irreproachable.

        T Kosciuszko

 General Thaddeus 
Kosciuszko encourages 
everyone to visit Historic 
Philadelphia, PA and the 
Polish American Cultural 
Center Museum, where 
Great Men and Women 
of Polish Heritage are 
featured, Polish customs 
are celebrated, and the 
vibrant history of Poland 
and Polish Americans is 
enjoyed by all.

For more 
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