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Share a copy of the
Polish American News with
a family member or friend.

January 2022

Polish People in the
United States of America
Polish Americans have been
a vibrant part of America’s
history and culture for over 400
years, ever since the First Polish
Settlers arrived in America at
Jamestown, Virginia, on October
1, 1608. As one of the larger
ethnic groups in the United States, with millions who share
full or partial Polish heritage, Polish Americans continue to
contribute to every part of the fabric of America, the “Great
Mosaic of America.” Listed below are just a few of the ways
Polish Americans enhance the United States of America.
1. Polish Americans are competent workers, business
owners and taxpayers. The taxes they pay represent
a substantial portion of the annual revenue used
to support government services and community
programs.

You’re Invited to Visit the

Polish American
Cultural Center Museum

308 Walnut Street (3rd & Walnut Streets)
in Historic Philadelphia, PA

Open Admission Free

Monday through Friday
11 A.M. to 3 P.M.

3. Polish Americans regularly sponsor public events of
an ethnic or patriotic nature, highlighting their ethnic
richness. These events promote positive publicity and
goodwill for the Polish American community and local
communities.

The Museum Exhibit Hall Features:

4. Polish Americans believe in education, both public
and private. They often choose the private and
parochial systems, increasing their own ﬁnancial
commitments, while reducing the ﬁnancial burden on
local and state education budgets.

“Second Oldest Written Democratic Constitution in the World”

5. Polish Americans support youth, cultural and
community service organizations, church groups, and
civic and patriotic activities. Their community efforts
maintain Polish and Polish American history, culture
and pride.

(215) 922-1700 • Internet:
PolishAmericanCenter.com
Everyone is invited • Welcome - Witamy!
-

2. Polish Americans pride themselves in property
ownership and in proper building maintenance,
which in turn promotes real estate values in city
neighborhoods and suburban communities.

Polish and Polish American History and Customs
Great Men and Women of Polish Heritage
Pictorial Display of Actual World War II Photos
First Polish Settlers in America on October 1, 1608
Poland’s Constitution of May 3, 1791

Visit the

Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Join Our E-List

When Polish American community representatives seek
ﬁnancial assistance or services from state government,
they are simply seeking a portion of the services and
appropriations which are being ﬁnancially made possible
from a portion of their own tax dollars.

Clic k on the websi tes and e m a il a d d r e s s e s o f our a d ve r ti s ers f o r m o re i n f o rm ati o n .

Greetings to Polonia
from the

POLISH
AMERICAN

ne w s

308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

For information and a
list of our locations,
visit us on the
Internet at:

www.PSFCU.com

Telephone: (215) 922-1700
PolishAmericanCenter.com
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Read the Polish American News Online at:

PolishAmericanNews.com
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Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia

General Thaddeus Kosciuszko
Hero of both America and Poland
2022 Tribute Program
Due to concerns during the pandemic, large public events
have been downsized in the Museum Exhibit Hall. This year local
groups will highlight the life and accomplishments of General
Kosciuszko during radio broadcasts on the Polish American
Radio Program on 860 AM.
Friday, February 4th, 11 A.M. to 12 Noon - with Barbara Ilnicka
Saturday, February 5th, 11 A.M. to 12 Noon - with Michael Blichasz
Sunday, February 6th - 12:30 to 1:30 P.M. - with Barbara Ilnicka

More details will be listed on PolishAmercianCenter.com and
on Facebook at Facebook.com/PolishAmericanCenter at the end
of January, 2022.

Tune in to daily broadcast here

Polish Museum of America
Best Wishes from the
Polish American Citizens’ Club
of Camden County, NJ
Organized in the City of Camden, NJ
on June 8, 1914

America’s First Ethnic Museum
984 North Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL 60642
773-384-3352, ext. 104 • PolishMuseumOfAmerica.org
Founded in 1935, the Polish Museum of America is one of the
country’s ﬁrst and largest ethnic museums. Polish and
Polish American history is promoted through music, artworks,
and historical and cultural displays.

www.PACC1914.org

ANYZEK
National Shrine of
Our Lady of Czestochowa
“America’s Czestochowa”
Pauline Fathers and Brothers
654 Ferry Road
Doylestown, PA 18901
Telephone: 215-345-0600
Internet: PolishShrine.com

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, & Fuel Oil
Providing Services in Camden, Gloucester
and Burlington Counties since 1932

856-456-5953 • Anyzek.com
Free Estimates • Repairs & Replacements • Emergency Service

Best Wishes to the
Polish American Community From

Greetings to Polonia as we mark the
1,056th Aniversary of Documented Polish History
from

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.
Krzyzanowski Foundation

Polish American String Band

WSFSBank.com

A Philadelphia Mummer’s Tradition since 1933

856-287-7845
PolishAmericanStringBand.com
Kindly email a copy of the Polish American News to
your family and friends. Thanks for supporting our
sponsors and advertisers. Kindly let them know that
you saw them listed in the Polish American News.

Download and print out archived editions of the
Polish American News at: PolishAmericanNews.com
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Greetings to Polonia in
Philadelphia and the Tri-State Area
from the

For information and a list of our locations,
visit us on the Internet at:

www.PSFCU.com

OUR CREDIT UNION...MORE THAN A BANK
As a member you are also an owner of our Credit Union!
Our unique understanding of the Polish & Slavic community
lets us understand you and your family’s financial needs. Our
representatives speak Polish and English to serve you better.
Since 1976, we have been providing Polonia with financial
products and services such as checking, savings and IRA
accounts. We also offer a variety of VIA credit, debit, and gift
cards. In the past few years we have significantly expanded
our electronic services, giving members access to internet and
telephone banking, as well as online bill payment.
We also take pride in offering a wide array of residential
and commercial mortgages and consumer loans, all at very
competitive rates. Please visit one of our branches and
experience the credit union difference, or visit us on the
Internet: PSFCU.com

Polish National Union of America
A Fraternal Benefit Society Providing Financial Security and
Enriching Lives through Faith, Service and Culture

1002 Pittston Avenue - Scranton, PA 18505
1-800-724-6352 - Internet: www.pnu.org

Polish American Heritage Association “PAHA”
Camden County, New Jersey, Community Contact
Pat Kwoka – 856-310-1783
Email: pkwoka@comcast.net

Polish American News Update
Since April, 2020, the Polish American News was forced
to expand its Internet distribution and cut the physical
distribution of the Newspaper because the majority of locations
that distributed the newspapers were forced to close or
downsize as a result of coronavirus concerns.
The Polish American News distributes thousands of copies
each edition through churches, stores, organizations and at
community events. Everyone involved is grateful for all who
help us promote and distribute this publication and look
forward to getting back to normal in the near future.
The Polish American News will continue its tradition of
posting on the Internet. As we work through these difficult
times, everyone is asked to help us spread the ELECTRONIC
edition of the Polish American News by emailing a copy of
the link to family and friends.
As always we ask that you support our advertisers and view
the information in the electronic newspaper as we all work to
promote positive developments in our community.
The Polish American News is posted on the FRONT PAGE
of: PolishAmericanCenter.com You can also access the
newspaper from: PolishAmericanNews.com

2535-37 Castor Avenue (Castor & Aramingo)
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-744-1531
Stop in and ask for a frequent dinner card
There’s No Place Like The Neighborhood

Your 11th Meal Free!

Commander’s Cross Presented to Wlodek Ilnicki
On November 30, 2021, a
ceremony of presenting the Crosses
of Freedom and Solidarity, was
held at the Consulate General in
New York. The Cross of Freedom
and Solidarity is a sign of gratitude
awarded by the President of the
Republic of Poland to members of
the 1956-1989 anti-communist
opposition in recognition of their
activities for the independence
and sovereignty of Poland, and
respect for human rights in the
People’s Republic of Poland. The
decoration design is based on prewar independence crosses and
medals. One of the members at this
Wlodek Ilnicki
ceremony was Wlodek Ilnicki, who
received the Commander’s Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta,
the second highest award in Poland. The decoration act, on behalf
of the President of the Republic of Poland, Andrzej Duda, was
performed by the President of the Institute of National Remembrance
Dr. Karol Nawrocki. The justification for the award was “for
outstanding services in the activities for democratic transformations
in Poland and for participation in the events of December, 1970.”
Wlodek Ilnicki was one of the leaders of the bloodiest workers’
protests in December, 1970, in Gdynia. He was imprisoned for his
activities, brutally beaten, persecuted and deprived of employment.
Despite this, believing in the possibility of transformation in Poland,
he continued his activity in various forms for many years in Poland
and the United States.
“Today Poland wants to say ‘thank you’ with this Cross of Freedom
and Solidarity, which is a symbol of sacrifice for others and a symbol
of the victory of good over evil. With this decoration, Poland thanks
you for working for freedom and independence and is proud of
what you have done,” said the President of the Institute of National
Remembrance, Dr. Karol Nawrocki, noting that these brave decisions
in the fight against the Communist regime were made by Wlodek and
others at a very young age, when many of them were just starting
their adult lives and their professional careers. He compared their
attitude to that of young soldiers defending Poland during the Second
World War. Nawrocki beautifully summed up this analogy with a
fragment of the poem “Which nobody will reward us ...” by Polish
poet and victim of the Warsaw Uprising in 1944, Krzysztof Kamil
Baczynski.
Another high award “The Cross of Freedom and Solidarity” was
awarded to Boleslaw Plewa, also from Philadelphia, for his patriotic
efforts in Poland related to Solidarity movement activities.
The entire Polonia extends congratulations to Wlodek Ilnicki and
Boleslaw Plewa for all their sacrifices and efforts in Poland and for
their participation with the Polish American community from the
time they immigrated to America. Sto Lat!

Polish American Radio Program
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
11 A.M. to 12 Noon
Sundays • 12:30 to 1:30 P.M.
860 AM Radio
Music, News from Poland, Local News and
Special Features in the Polish Language
with Hostess Barbara Ilnicka

Saturday Variety Program
Saturday • 11A.M. to 12 Noon
and
American Workers Radio
Wednesdays • 11 A.M. to 12 Noon
860 AM Radio
in the English Language
Hosted by Michael Blichasz

The Pauline Fathers Radio Broadcast
Thursdays • 11:45 A.M. to 12 Noon
860 AM Radio
in the Polish Language from the
National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
in Doylestown, PA

Tune in to

Polonia Today
Sunday 1:30 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. • 860 AM Radio
With Producer Debbie Majka
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Our Thanks to All Who Support the Museum Exhibit Hall - Admission Free • (215) 922-1700 • PolishAmericanCenter.com

Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Located in the Heart of Historic Philadelphia

Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street - Philadelphia, PA 19106 - (215) 922-1700

308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106

Membership/Donation Form

Telephone: (215) 922-1700

Kindly return this form with your reply)

Internet: PolishAmericanCenter.com

2022 Membership Appeal
							

January, 2022

Dear Supporters,
First, we Thank You for your past support of the Polish
American Cultural Center Museum which has been
promoting Polish history, culture and pride to a large and
diverse audience of visitors touring Historic Philadelphia
for over 30 years. The Museum’s Exhibit Hall remains
the only institution in America located within a Historic
District, and is listed on Historic Philadelphia street
signs, at the Visitor Center and on visitor maps. One of
the goals of the museum is to remain a welcoming Public
Relations point in Historic Philadelphia.
Due to precautions during the coronavirus pandemic,
many of our fundraising events at the Museum Exhibit
Hall were cancelled. These efforts generate financial
support from our members and tourists and have
been important ways for us to maintain services and
community outreach.
The Museum and other cultural institutions continue
to depend on their supporters for financial assistance
to maintain their ongoing services. As you know, there
are many monthly costs associated with maintaining the
Museum Exhibit Hall. We need your help to meet our
financial obligations.
Kindly return the renewal form (next column),
along with your remittance payable to the Polish
American Cultural Center Museum, as soon as possible.
We will acknowledge your membership renewal by letter
and forward a membership card to you.
All efforts of the Museum Exhibit Hall will continue to
be promoted on our Internet site: PolishAmericanCenter.
com, in the electronic edition of the Polish American
News, on social media and during the Polish American
Radio Program.
We wish you and yours the very best and thank you for
Helping to Promote Polish Heritage. For more information
visit the Center’s Internet site at:
PolishAmericanCenter.com.
Thank you for your support.
				
		
Sincerely,
		
Board and Volunteers
		
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
View and Download a copy of the Polsh American News at:

PolishAmericanNews.com

Print this form
In support of the Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Exhibit Hall, I am enclosing my membership/donation.
							

Date ________________

		

_______ General Annual Membership $50.00

		

_______ Polish Eagle Annual Membership $75.00

		

_______ Polish Patriot Annual Membership $100.00

		 _______ Exhibit Hall Patron.
			
Includes Annual Membership $150.00
		 _______ Exhibit Hall Sponsor.
			
Includes Annual Membership $250.00
			
(Includes Listing on the Sponsors Directory)
		

Total Enclosed $__________________

Please make check payable to the
Polish American Cultural Center
Mailing Information
(Please print or type your information here.)
Name _______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ________________________ State ______________ Zip __________
Telephone: Area Code (_______) ________________________________
E-mail ______________________________________________________
		

Mail this form to:

Polish American Cultural Center
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.

We are grateful for your support.
Or charge my:
____ Visa ____ American Express ____ Discover ____ Master Card
Total Credit Card Amount $ ________________________________________
Card # ____________________________________________________________
CVV Code# _______________ Expiration Date ________________________
Signature _________________________________________________________
Your reply will be acknowledged by mail
with a membership card.

You Can Make an Online Donation at:
Donations.PolishAmericanCenter.com
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Place your business ad in the next edition of the Polish American
News. For more information, call 215-922-1700, Monday through
Friday, 11 A.M. to 3 P.M.
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Christmas 1981 Heralded the Collapse of Communism in Poland COMMENTARY:
Forty years ago, Soviet communists tried to turn out the lights.
But like a candle in the White House window, Ronald Reagan and
John Paul II and the people of Poland kept a flicker of hope alive.

For Reagan, this was a dismal moment, a sad one, but it was also
a huge opportunity. Ever since Reagan in June 1979 had watched
news footage of John Paul II’s visit to Poland, he told his advisers
that the Pope was “the key.” Now, too, Solidarity was the key. Reagan
believed that Solidarity was the wedge he had waited for to splinter
the entire Soviet bloc from top to bottom. It was the crack in the Iron
Curtain.
One of Reagan’s first actions in response to martial law was
to directly telephone John Paul II at the Vatican. He made his
disapproval clear, while also trying to uplift the Pope, telling him,
“Our country was inspired when you visited Poland, and to see their
commitment to religion and belief in God. It was an inspiration. … All
of us were very thrilled.”
The president told the Pope that he looked forward to a moment
when the two men could meet in person, a desire made more acute
by events of the previous 24 hours. The Pope felt the same way. Two
days later, Reagan met at the White House with Cardinal Agostino
Casaroli, the Vatican secretary of state.

Clockwise L-R: T-55A on the streets during Martial law in Poland.
President Ronald Reagan with Pope John Paul II. ZOMO squads with
police batons preparing to disperse and beat protesters. (photo: Public
domain) Paul Kengor Commentaries December 13, 2021

Forty years ago, on Dec. 13, 1981, late night, darkness overcame
Poland, the homeland of Pope John Paul II and the only country in
the Soviet bloc where the communist war on religion had not only
failed but backfired.
Crucial to that failure had been not only the Polish Pope, but Lech
Walesa’s Solidarity movement, which the communists had reluctantly
permitted to legally organize in August 1980.
In retrospect, what a mistake it had been. By December 1981,
every man and his sister, brother and mother belonged to the
independent, anti-Soviet, pro-Catholic Church trade union. It had
become a movement of mass resistance to Soviet Communism.
The communists decided that enough was enough. They had
already done everything in their power to stop the Polish Pope, who
seven months earlier, on May 13, 1981, the feast day of Our Lady
of Fatima, was nearly assassinated. The Kremlin badly wanted to
eliminate Pope John Paul II, and it equally wanted to eliminate
Solidarity. Dec. 13 was their big chance.
That night, at midnight, all hell broke loose in Poland. In Warsaw,
in Krakow, in Gdansk, in industrial and mining areas, gunshots rang
out, tanks appeared, sirens wailed, police trucks raced down streets,
and Solidarity members were arrested. Thousands of union leaders,
dissidents and intellectuals were shipped off to internment camps.
Walesa and other Solidarity figures in Gdansk were cut off from
their headquarters, where all phone lines were severed. Walesa was
detained in an undisclosed location. An estimated 5,000 to 50,000
persons were seized without trial. There were hundreds of reported
fatalities.
It was a Sunday, the Lord’s Day. That was strangely appropriate,
given that this was how communists treated the things of Our Lord.
The entire country was placed under curfew, with army checkpoints
set up everywhere. Governors of four provinces were replaced by
military men. All flights in and out of the country were banned,
except for Soviet planes. All citizens were ordered to carry
identification cards.
This was a comprehensive purge. The communists were smashing
the workers. It was martial law.
“It was a real shock,” recalled Father Stanisław Dziwisz, the close
aide of Pope John Paul II, so close that he had literally caught the
falling Pontiff on May 13 when he collapsed after being struck by two
bullets. “Obviously, we were already frightened.”
He said that the Holy Father was “anguished.” Said Father Dziwisz,
“It was a profound humiliation for Poland. After all that it had
suffered throughout its history, Poland didn’t deserve this new
martyrdom. It didn’t deserve to be punished so severely.”
Likewise anguished was U.S. President Ronald Reagan. He described
the situation in his diary: “Word received that Poland has moved
on Solidarity. Leaders have been arrested, union meetings &
publications banned, martial law declared. … The situation is really
grave.”
Solidarity did its best to issue a plea to friends around the world,
from the White House to the Vatican, “We appeal to you: Help us
in our struggle by mass protests and moral support. Do not watch
passively the attempts to strangle the beginnings of democracy in
the heart of Europe. Be with us in these difficult moments. Solidarity
with Solidarity. Poland is not yet lost.”
Indeed, Poland was not yet lost. In a way, ironically, this
crackdown would help Poland find its way to freedom faster — with
the help of certain external friends. And such appeals from Solidarity
clearly stirred the hearts of John Paul II and Ronald Reagan.
“The president was absolutely livid,” remembered Richard Pipes,
who observed Reagan closely from his seat at the National Security
Council. He quoted Reagan’s reaction: “Something must be done. We
[must] save Solidarity.”		
continued next column-->

Things got more intense the next two weeks leading up to
Christmas, as did communication between the White House and
Vatican. Reagan followed up with two letters to John Paul II on Dec.
17 and 29. In the first letter, he asked the Pope to urge Poland’s
communist leader, Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski, to hold a meeting with
Walesa and Archbishop Józef Glemp of Warsaw. In the second letter,
Reagan explained the countermeasures his administration was
taking against the USSR. He also asked the Pope to use his influence
with the Church in Poland to get the civil authorities to lift martial
law and gain the release of detainees. They together must “keep alive
the hope for freedom in Poland.”
Reagan would say the same when he and the Holy Father met faceto-face at the Vatican in June 1982, as both men then shared their
conviction that God had spared them from assassination attempts
in March and May 1981 for a special purpose. They believed that
defeating atheistic Soviet Communism was part of that purpose.
There is much more I could say about all of this, having written
a lengthy book on the subject, but one added related item that
happened 40 years ago this month is especially notable and
touching:
On Dec. 22, 1981, Reagan held a private meeting in the White
House with the Polish ambassador, Romuald Spasowski, and
his wife, Wanda, a lifelong Catholic. Both had just dramatically
defected and were now sitting in the Oval Office with the president
of the United States and vice president. The couple was distraught.
Wanda kept her head in her hands the entire time, while Vice
President George H.W. Bush put his arm around her. After a tearful
conversation, the ambassador made a special request: “May I ask
you a favor, Mr. President? Would you light a candle and put it in the
window tonight for the people of Poland?”
What a gesture it was, with Christmas just three days away.
Without hesitation, recalls Reagan aide Mike Deaver, the president
“right then” stood up, went to the second floor of the White House,
found and lit a candle, and put it in the window of the dining room.
That candle meant a lot. It might have brought to mind those lit after
Mass by a young Karol Wojtyla for Russia’s conversion.
But Reagan did more than light that one candle. The next evening,
Dec. 23, he gave a nationally televised speech in which he connected
the spirit of the Christmas season with events in Poland.
“For a thousand years,” he told his fellow Americans, “Christmas
has been celebrated in Poland, a land of deep religious faith, but
this Christmas brings little joy to the courageous Polish people. They
have been betrayed by their own government.”
He made an extraordinary gesture: The president asked Americans
that Christmas season to light a candle in support of freedom in
Poland.
This was a remarkable display, one that placed all Americans on
the side of freedom for Poland, on the side of Pope John Paul II —
and against the Soviets and communists.
Forty years ago, in December 1981, communists tried to turn out
the lights in Poland. But like a candle in the White House window,
Ronald Reagan and John Paul II and the people of Poland kept a
flicker of hope alive. In June 1989, Poland held free and fair elections
— the first real crack in the Iron Curtain.
In November 1989, the Berlin Wall cracked and fell. And on
Christmas Day 1991, 30 years ago this month, Mikhail Gorbachev
resigned as president of the Soviet Union and thereby also resigned
the USSR. The Cold War was over, peacefully, without a shot fired
— just as the people of Poland, Solidarity and the Pope and the
president had wanted.
It may seem like a long time ago, distant to the interests of
Americans today. Nonetheless, this was a crucial turning point
for the world, for freedom and for faith. It is an inspiring history
lesson worth taking to heart, especially this Christmas 2021, a time
when so much of the news around the world is depressing. Here
was something truly uplifting for those who love faith and freedom.
Sometimes, there really are happy endings.
Originally Published by: Paul Kengor Paul Kengor,
					
National Catholic Register
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Tune in to the

From the Desk of

Saturday Variety Program

Mary Ann Zerkowski, President
Berks County Polish American
Board of Education
mazredwing@aol.com

11 A.M. to 12 Noon • 860 Am Radio

Serving Southeastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey & Delaware

With your host Michael Blichasz

Wigilia Dinner

Featuring a variety of music including: Polkas, Obereks, Waltzes, etc.

Listen to a re-broadcast of Saturday’s Program
from anywhere in the world!
On the Internet Right Now!
24 hours a day - 7 days a week

PolishAmericanCenter.com or PolishAmericanRadioProgram.com

Tomaszewski Funeral Home

Edward C. Tomaszewski, Inc. Funeral Home
2728-30 East Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19134-5999

(215) 739-6624
Extending Our Most Sincere Wishes
to All for a Happy New Year!
Warm Wishes from Sandra Tomaszewski & Family

Bee Flowers

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 2022
In 2022, the Polish-American Board of
Education of Berks County will be awarding ten
college scholarships totaling $15,000 to Berks County high school
seniors of Polish-American descent. Applicants for the scholarships
can obtain application forms and guidelines in the office of the
guidance counselor in all Berks County High Schools beginning
Monday, January 3, 2022. The forms can also be downloaded from
the PABEBC website at www.pabeberks.org. Completed application
forms are due no later than Saturday, March 26, 2022, to the
Chairperson of the Scholarship Committee Sandra Lubas Hummel,
115 Watercress Drive, Birdsboro, PA 19508-9715. Questions about
the scholarship program can be directed to Ms. Hummel at
610-207-7065 or email sahummel@ptd.net.
In conjunction with the PABEBC scholarship awards program, the
Polish-American Heritage Association of Berks County is awarding a
$2,500 scholarship to a Berks County high school senior of PolishAmerican descent. The application form and guidelines for obtaining
this scholarship are also available in the office of the high school
guidance counselors or by contacting Sandy Lubas Hummel, the
Scholarship Chair for PAHABC at sahummel@ptd.net or by calling
her at 610-207-7065. For this scholarship, the students are asked
to submit a project on Polish history, culture and/or traditions. The
deadline for receipt of this project and all accompanying documents
is March 6, 2022. Please see the scholarship guidelines for additional
information.
Thank you in advance for helping PABE Berks County disseminate
this information. We appreciate your help. Mary Ann Zerkowski,
President, PABE Berks County at 610-779-4733.

Caterine Calderon

2637 E. Allegheny Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134
Phone: (267) 519-2453 • Fax: (267) 519-2475
beefloras@yahoo.com • www.bee-flowers.com
Flowers for all occasions

Delivery National & International

In recognition of donations to the
Polish American Cultural Center
Museum Exhibit Hall in Memory of

Louis George “Happy Louie” Dusseault
Helen Piszek Nelson

Polka Deli
2719 E. Allegheny Avenue - Philadelphia, PA 19134
Meats & deli products - fish, pierogi & baked goods

Telephone: (215) 634-3750
Facebook.com/PolkaDeli

Yolanda Konopacka DeSipio of
Bennett, Bricklin & Saltzburg, LLP
Attorneys at Law • Call: (215) 423-4824
Available to assist clients throughout the
Philadelphia area & New Jersey in both the
English and Polish Languages
Immigration, Personal Injury,
Worker’s Compensation & Real Estate

Polish Eagles Sports Club
3157 E. Thompson Street - Philadelphia, PA 19134
(Port Richmond section)
Wedding and Special Events - Call: (215) 423-0800

In Memory of

Dorothy L. Walunas
From Joseph S. Walunas

Looking for homemade POLISH food
that will send your taste buds SOARING?

t
i
s
i
V
CZERW’S KIELBASY

In the Port Richmond section of Philadelphia
3370 Tilton Street, Philadelphia, PA 19134

215-423-1707 • KielbasyBoys.com
Kielbasa, Bigos, Pierogies, Cabanossi, Sauerkraut

Homemade “Old World Technique” Made Fresh Daily for Over 80 Years!
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A Look Back at the Christmas Holiday Customs Highlighted at the Polish American Cultural Center Museum
The Polish Christmas Open House at the Polish American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street, in historic Philadelphia, welcomed
hundreds of visitors of all ages. They enjoyed a visit by St. Nicholas, who is known to the Polish people as Sw. Mikolaj. Children from St.
Adalbert Polish Language School sang Polish Christmas carols and enjoyed a magic show. Pictures were taken with Sw. Mikolaj and everyone
received treats from Sw. Mikolaj.

Teachers from St. Adalbert Polish Language School with Sw. Mikolaj (Stephen
Skorczynski) during the Polish Christmas Open House.

Children enjoy a magic show during the Polish Christmas Open House.

Download and print out archived editions of the
Polish American News
from the Internet at: PolishAmericanNews.com

Children enjoy a magic show during the Polish Christmas Open House.

Group photo at the Polish American Cultural Center Museum during the Polish Christmas Open House.

Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk, Roxborough & Surrounding Areas Group
In cooperation with Polish American Cultural Center
308 Walnut Street - Philadelphia, PA - PolishAmericanCenter.com
For information about our upcoming meeting, contact:
Helen Cyzio (215) 482-3040

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

PRCUA
A National Fraternal Benefit Society
Main Office:
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue - Chicago, IL 60642
Telephone: 1-800-772-8632 • Internet: PRCUA.org

Children from St. Adalbert Polish Language School waiting in line to greet Sw. Mikolaj
(Stephen Skorczynski) during the Polish Christmas Open House.
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Jan Józef Ignacy Lukasiewicz

Polish Museum of America

(March 8, 1822 – January 7, 1882)

Jan Józef Ignacy Lukasiewicz was
a Polish pharmacist, engineer,
businessman, inventor, and
philanthropist. He was one of the
most prominent philanthropists in the
Kingdom of Galicia and Lodomeria,
crown land of Austria-Hungary. He
was a pioneer who in 1856 built the
world’s first modern oil refinery. His
achievements included the discovery
of how to distill kerosene from seep oil,
the invention of the modern kerosene
lamp (1853), the introduction of the first
modern street lamp in Europe (1853),
and the construction of the world’s first
modern oil well (1854).
Ignacy Lukasiewicz was born on 8 March 1822 in Zaduszniki,
near Mielec, in the Austrian Empire (after the Partitions of Poland)
as the youngest of five children. His family was of Armenian origin.
His parents were Apolonia, née Swietlik, and Józef Lukasiewicz, a
member of the local intelligentsia nobility entitled to use the Lada
coat of arms and a veteran of Kosciuszko’s Uprising. The family
rented a small manor in Zaduszniki, but soon after Ignacy’s birth
financial difficulties forced them to relocate to the nearby city of
Rzeszów. There Ignacy entered the local secondary school (Konarski’s
Gymnasium), but failed to pass the examinations and left in 1836. In
order to help his parents and financially support all the relatives, he
moved to Lancut, where he began work as a pharmacist’s assistant.
Toward the end of his life, Lukasiewicz often described his childhood
as happy; the home atmosphere was patriotic and somewhat
democratic, and he commonly recalled his first tutor, Colonel
Woysym-Antoniewicz, who resided in their house.
Upon moving to Lancut, Lukasiewicz also became involved in
several political organizations that supported the idea of restoring
Polish sovereignty and independence and participated in many
political gatherings around the area. In 1840 he returned to Rzeszów,
where he continued working at Edward Hübl’s private pharmacy. In
1845 he met diplomat and activist Edward Dembowski, who admitted
Lukasiewicz to the illegal “Centralization of the Polish Democratic
Society”, a party that focused on radical policies and supported a
revolt against the Austrian government. The organization’s aim was
to prepare an all-national uprising against all three partitioning
powers. Since the movement was seen as a possible danger to the
Austrian monarchy, on 19 February 1846 Lukasiewicz and several
other members of the party were arrested by the Austrian authorities
and imprisoned in the city of Lwów. However, on 27 December 1847
Lukasiewicz was released from prison due to lack of evidence, but for
the rest of his life he was regarded as “politically untrustworthy” and
often observed by local police that was in possession of his records.
He was also ordered to remain in Lwów with his elder brother
Franciszek.
On 15 August 1848 he was employed at one of the biggest and
best pharmacies in Austrian Galicia (so-called “Austrian Poland”);
the Golden Star (Pod Zlota Gwiazda) Pharmacy in Lwów., owned by
Piotr Mikolasch. In 1850, a handheld pharmaceutical almanac and a
precious document entitled manuskrypt, the joint work of Mikolasch
and Lukasiewicz was published. Because of this achievement, the
authorities granted him a permit to continue pharmaceutical studies
at the Royal Jagiellonian University in Kraków. After several years of
studies, financed mostly by Mikolasch, he passed all his university
examinations except for that in pharmacognosy, which prevented
him from graduating. Finally on 30 July 1852 Lukasiewicz graduated
from the pharmacy department at the University of Vienna, where he
earned a master’s degree in pharmaceutics. As soon as he returned
to the pharmacy of Piotr Mikolasch in Lwów he began a new phase of
his life devoted to the studies of exploiting kerosene.
While oil was known to exist for a long time in the SubcarpathianGalician region, it was more commonly used as an animal drug and
lubricant, but Lukasiewicz was the first person to distill the liquid
in Poland and in the world and was able to exploit it for lighting
and create a brand new industry. In autumn of 1852 Lukasiewicz,
Mikolasch and his colleague John Zeh analyzed the oil, which was
provided in a few barrels by traders from the town of Drohobycz.
After pharmaceutical methods and processes the purified oil was
obtained and sold in the local pharmacies, but the orders were small
due to high prices. In early 1854 Lukasiewicz moved to Gorlice,
where he continued his work. He set up many companies together
with entrepreneurs and landowners. That same year, he opened the
world’s first oil “mine” at Bóbrka, near Krosno (still operational as of
2020). At the same time Lukasiewicz continued his work on kerosene
lamps. Later that year, he set up the first kerosene street lamp in
Gorlice’s Zawodzie district. In subsequent years he opened several
other oil wells, each as a joint venture with local merchants and
businessmen. In 1856 in Ulaszowice, near Jaslo, he opened an “oil
distillery” — the world’s first industrial oil refinery. As demand for
kerosene was still low, the plant initially produced mostly artificial
asphalt, machine oil, and lubricants. The refinery was destroyed in
an 1859 fire, but was rebuilt at Polanka, near Krosno, the following
year.

The Polish Museum of America was established in 1935 as the
“Museum and Archives of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of
America.” The first public display area opened on January 12,
1937 in a specially designed and constructed room within the
headquarters building of the PRCUA. From that date the Museum’s
collection and importance grew very rapidly and quickly gained
autonomous status as “The Polish Museum of America” with its own
governing board of directors.
There were two events that caused the rapid expansion of the
Museum’s collections. The first originated from the 1939 World’s
Fair in New York City, New York. The year 1939 marked the 20th
anniversary of the Second Republic of Poland and the government
of Poland marked that anniversary with a large exhibition at that
World’s Fair.
The stained glass window titled, “Poland Reborn” is one of objects
acquired by the Museum from the 1939 World’s Fair. It is currently
on permanent display at in the Sabina P. Logisz Great Hall.
Unfortunately, in September of 1939 Poland was invaded and
war had gripped Europe. At the close of the World’s Fair, it became
clear that the Polish exhibits could not return to Poland and their
disposition was uncertain. In order to preserve at least a portion of
the exhibits the directors of the Museum determined to purchase
from the government of Poland nearly three fourths of the exhibits.
Display of these exhibits required a very significant expansion of the
Museum’s public display areas into the 3rd and 4th floor auditorium
facilities of the PRCUA headquarters building. In June of 1941 this
expanded display area opened to the public. Thus, the Museum was
able to preserve a very significant collection of art from the Polish
inter-war period, 1919 to 1939, as well as significant Polish historical
items.
The second significant event was the donation to the Museum
of the personal possessions of Ignacy Jan Paderewski following his
death in June 1941. Both Ignacy Paderewski and his sister, Antonina
Paderewska Wilkonska, were enthusiastic supporters and generous
sponsors of the Museum. Antonina, executor of Ignacy’s will, decided
to donate these personal possessions to the Museum. In addition,
the management of the Buckingham Hotel in New York City, where
Ignacy spent the last months of his life, allowed Antonina to obtain
the furnishings from the suite of rooms he had occupied. These
furnishings were also donated to the Museum. With the assistance
of Ignacy’s personal secretary, the furnishings and his personal
mementos were arranged for public display in the room that had
been the first display room of the Museum in 1937. This revised
space was officially re-opened with a special dedication ceremony
on November 3, 1941. Today this collection remains in the original
space, but has been remodeled to become one of the Museum’s most
memorable and fascinating exhibit spaces.
During those first few years of operations the Archival collections
also grew substantially through very aggressive acquisition policies.
Under the direction of Mieczyslaw Haiman, a large collection of books
and pamphlets about Poland and by Polish authors was collected.
Later, this collection was catalogued into “Polonica Americana”
and “Polonica in English.” Complete collections of Polish-language
newspapers, religious records, photographs and maps were also
acquired.
The maps, mostly of Eastern Europe, turned out to have some
significance. It seems that the Archives had the only detailed maps
of the area outside of German occupied Europe. The visitor’s logbook
records, without other comment, that on May 7, 1943 twenty
employees of U.S. Navy Intelligence Service spent some time in the
Museum’s facilities. There are no further entries in the logbook after
that entry on May 7 until May 17, 1943. During those ten days all
our maps were microfilmed. At the end, the Museum was given two
steel storage cases to properly store the maps in a flat configuration.
The cabinets still have the labels “U.S. Naval Intelligence” on them.
During the succeeding decades, the Museum has continued to
acquire many books, other publications and other artifacts as well
as a great deal of works of art. The Museum has, from its beginning,
and still does benefit from the generous support and sponsorship of
the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America.
Today, the Museum is a recognized resource for materials
pertaining to Poland and the Polish-American community. Managing
this eclectic collection is a very challenging and complex task. The
Museum is determined to continue its mission to Polish and PolishAmerican past for the benefit, instruction and education of current
and future generations.
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Polish American Cultural Center Exhibit Hall Sponsors Business Directory
Auto Body Shop

Organizations

Restaurants

Syrena Auto Body Shop

Polish American Congress
Eastern Pennsylvania District
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106 • 215-922-1700

There’s No Place Like the Neighborhood
2535-37 Castor Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-744-1531

6201 Oxford Avenue • Philadelphia, PA
(215) 535-6606
691 Bethlehem Pike • Montgomeryville, PA
(215) 361-1900
See ad in this newsletter.

Engineering Services
Tantala Associates, LLC
Engineers & Architects
6200 Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19135

215-289-4600 • www.tantala.com
Albert M. Tantala, Sr., P.E.
Peter J. Tantala, P.E.
Albert M. Tantala, Jr., AIA

Funeral Directors
Slabinski/Sucharski Funeral Home, Inc.
2614 Orthodox Street
Philadelphia, PA 19137
215-744-2700

Edward C. Tomaszewski
Funeral Home, Inc.
Two of Port Richmond’s Most Modern and
Spacious Chapels at One Location
2728-30 E. Allegheny Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-739-6624

Life Insurance
Organizations
Polish Beneﬁcial Association
A Fraternal Life Insurance Society
Serving Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, & Delaware
Main Ofﬁce: 2595 Orthodox Street
Philadelphia, PA 19137 • 215-535-2626

Polish National Alliance
America’s Largest
National Fraternal Organization
National Ofﬁce: 6100 N. Cicero Avenue
Chicago, IL 60646 • 1-800-621-3723

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
National Fraternal Beneﬁt Society

Main Ofﬁce: 984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642 • 1-800-772-8632
www.prcua.org

Visit the
National Shrine of
Our Lady of Czestochowa
“America’s Czestochowa”
654 Ferry Road
Doylestown, PA
Telephone: 215-345-0600
Internet: PolishShrine.com

Polish & Slavic
Federal Credit Union

www.PSFCU.com

Applebees

Ask for a frequent diner card • Your 11th Meal Free!

See ad in this newsletter.
Polish American Heritage Association
of Delaware County
St. Hedwig’s Society, Chester, PA

Rooﬁng

Polish National Alliance, Lodge #650
2201 N. Bent Lane
Aston, PA 19014 • 484-995-0597

Siding, Windows & Doors
Free Estimate • 10 Year Guarantee
215-464-6425 - See ad in this newsletter.
PA Consumer Registration #PA010759

Union Rooﬁng

Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk, Roxborough
& Surrounding Areas Group

Helen Cyzio - (215) 482-3040

Second Street Polish Society
P.O. Box 37107
Philadelphia, PA 19148

Thank You
for Supporting
Our Advertisers.
Kindly Let them know
that you saw them
listed in the
Polish American News!

We ask that you support the
advertisers in the

Polish American News
and call the

Museum Exhibit Hall
for more information.
Call: Monday - Friday
11 A.M. to 3 P.M.
(215) 922-1700
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From the Desk of
Michael Blichasz
American Workers Advocate

Help Us Make 2022 a Year to
Focus on American Made!

Host of Saturday Variety Program at 11 A.M.
& American Workers Radio, Wednesdays at 11 A.M.

In 2022 we begin the 23rd Anniversary of promoting “American
Workers Need You” and the “Buy American Made Campaign”.

860 AM Radio, WWDB • Philadelphia, PA
I welcome you to review the information from
my recent weekly commentaries and ask that
you share this information with others.

AmericanWorkersNeedYou.com

Resolutions That Beneﬁt Americans!
As we begin the New Year 2022,
everyone is asked to promote a few
Resolutions That Will Deﬁnitely
Beneﬁt Americans. Last year
millions of additional Americans
supported our campaign, and we
welcome millions of additional people to help us make 2022
“The Year of American Made and American Workers”.
The following resolutions will help promote our efforts:
1. Before you make a purchase, look at the tags and
packaging to see exactly where the item was made. If you
don’t ﬁnd a reasonable selection of American made, bring
your concerns to the attention of store personnel and be sure
to let them know you’re shopping around for items that are
made and assembled by American workers.
2. Go out of your way to shop at your local businesses. For
several years we have encouraged people to support many
efforts including: “National Small Business Weekend”, which
takes place on the FIRST Friday, Saturday and Sunday of
EVERY MONTH. Supporting your local businesses throughout
the year and during “National Small Business Weekend” helps
maintain more than 60 million jobs across the United States
of America.
3. Let your family and friends know the importance of
supporting the Buy American Made Campaign and welcome
them to get involved. We all want to see the long-term job
situation improve in America, and one major way we can
help restore and expand employment opportunities is to
shop at and promote the stores that are offering a reasonable
selection of American made items.
Our RESOLUTIONS are focused on restoring industries and
no less than a 50/50 balance between foreign and American
made items EVERYWHERE we shop. Your participation is very
important.
For more information visit our Internet sites:
AmericanWorkersRadio.com or
NationalSmallBusinessWeekend.com

Create and Save American Jobs online at:

MadeInAmericaStore.com
For Store Locations
and Hours, Call us at:

1-800-284-0384

It was in January 1999, when
we agreed that we must urge
America’s consumers to make a
special effort to seek out American
made to support the businesses
that employ American workers.
23 years ago America had
already lost tens-of-thousands
of industries and millions of jobs
to countries around the world.
The main focus of our campaign is to maintain jobs in the United
States and restore a competitive balance between American made
and foreign made items sold in America.
For over two hundred years America produced the majority of
its day-to-day needs and American made products were also sold
around the world. In more recent years, Americans watched a
large portion of its day-to-day needs being produced abroad and
saw local, regional and national employers downsize or close their
doors because they could no longer compete with the volume of
imported products.
As more Americans support our campaign we have seen more
businesses deciding to remain in the United States. We need
more of that to happen, and it will, as America’s consumers direct
more of their purchasing power to support American made. Many
people report that they are surprised by the reaction of business
owners and sales people when they ask for American made. They
are told “Why does it matter where the items are made as long as
you are able to purchase the product you need today?” Well, it
matters to present and future Americans looking to support
themselves, and it matters to America’s young people who will
enter the job market after graduation and those ready to return to
the workforce.
Kindly spread the word about our efforts. America and
American workers need us.

S upport Your Local Businesses Thr oughout the Year and Dur ing

National Small Business Weekend
The First Friday, Saturday and Sunday of Every Month

NationalSmallBusinessWeekend.com
This message presented by

American Workers Radio
Every Wednesday 11 A.M. to 12 Noon
860 AM Radio
Listen Live or to Rebroadcasts at: AmericanWorkersRadio.com

Find “Made in America”
Products from your
iPhone and access
American Workers Radio.

Go 4MadeinUSA.com
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Museum’s Historic Reﬂections Project
January
The Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Historic
Philadelphia presents Historic Reﬂections from Polish and Polish
American history on the Polish American Radio Program. The
reﬂections are organized in a daily format. Some of the dates may be
the birthday or death date of a prominent person. Other dates may
celebrate a milestone in a prominent person’s life such as a career
promotion, invention date, or some accomplishment that contributed
to science, medicine, sports, or entertainment history. Other dates
may be an anniversary of a historical event in Polonia or Poland’s
history.

January 9, 1797 Jan Dabrowski (event)
Jan Dabrowski, founder of the Polish Legions, was
honored by having his name included in the Polish
National Anthem.

January 10, 1000, Boleslaw Chrobry (event)
On January 10th in the year 1000, Boleslaw Chrobry
was crowned the ﬁrst king of Poland.

For your information, we have listed a selection of historic
reﬂections for the month of January.

January 11, 1935 - Marcella Kochanska-Sembrich
(died)

January 1, 1955 - Robert Brudzinski (born)

Marcella Kochanska-Sembrich, renowned
Metropolitan Opera Singer, taught at the Juiliard
School in New York and the Curtis Institute of Music
in Philadelphia.

Robert Louis Brudzinski is a former American
football linebacker who played 13 seasons
in the National Football League. In 1979
Brudzinski had his best year to date making
all 16 starts for the Rams as the RLB and
being named 2nd-team All-pro. “Bru” as his
teammates called him, amassed 127 tackles, 7
of those for a loss, plus 5 sacks; he intercepted
a pass, forced a fumble, recovered one and
broke up 14 passes, either at the line of scrimmage or in coverage.
January 2, 1957 - Joanna Pacula (born)
Joanna Pacula, Polish actress, often played the role
of the exotic beauty and has played major roles in
such ﬁlms as Gorky Park, The Haunted Sea and
Virus, as well as TV series such as The Colony on
ABC. She was nominated for a Golden Globe Award.
January 3, 1897 - Barbara Apolonia Chalupec
(born)
Barbara Apolonia Chalupec, better known by her
stage name Pola Negri, had a long career in theatre
and silent ﬁlms in Poland, Germany, England and
the United States. She died as a U.S. Citizen and
has a star in Hollywood’s Walk of Fame.
January 4, 1977 - Sarah Mlynowski (born)
Sarah Mlynowski is a Canadian writer of middlegrade ﬁction, young adult novels, and adult ﬁction.
She used her romance publishing experiences to
fuel her ﬁrst novel Milkrun, which has since been
published in 16 countries, selling over 600,000
copies around the globe. She is best known for her
New York Times best-selling series Whatever After.
January 5, 1968 - Andrzej Golata (born)
Andrzej Golata also known as Andrew Golata was
a professional boxer from Poland and became
famous in the United States during ﬁghts with
Mike Tyson, Terrence Lewis, Chris Byrd and
Lamon Brewster. Although he never won the
heavyweight championship, his records stands at
41 wins, 8 losses, 1 no contest and 1 draw with 31
knockouts.
January 6 - Feast of Three Kings
(event)
The Feast of the Three Kings is a
time treasured tradition in which
the initials K+M+B and the calendar
year are written in chalk above the
doorway. The initials are for the
three wise men, Kasper, Melchoir
and Baltazar and this gesture is to
provide protection and good luck for all those within the household.
January 7, 1882 - Ignacy Lukasiewicz (died)
Ignacy Lukasiewicz invented the kerosene lamp and is
also credited with drilling the ﬁrst oil well in Southern
Poland in the mid 1800’s.

January 12, 1937 - Polish
Museum of America Opening
(event)
The Polish Museum of America
opened on January 12, 1937. The
Polish Museum of America is located
at 984 North Milwaukee Avenue
in Chicago, Illinois and is one of America’s ﬁrst and largest ethnic
museums.
January 13, 1933 - Tom Gola (born)
Tom Gola was a four time American Basketball
player who distinguished himself with the
Philadelphia Warriors Basketball team between 1955
and 1962.
January 14, 1770 - Adam Czartoryski (born)
Adam Jerzy Czartoryski served as the ﬁrst
unofﬁcial head of Poland’s government during the
Polish Insurrection of 1831. Upon the failure of
the insurrection, he was exiled to France, where he
established the “Hotel Lambert”, which became a
center of Polish cultural, educational, patriotic and
political activities.
January 15, 1909 - Eugene Krupa (born)
Gene Krupa was an American jazz
drummer, bandleader and composer known
for his energetic style and showmanship.
In December 1934, he joined Benny
Goodman’s band, where his drum work
made him a national celebrity. Krupa is
considered “the founding father of the
modern drumset” by Modern Drummer
magazine.
January 16, 2002 - Father Michael Zembrzuski
(died)
Father Michael Zembrzuski was the founder
of America’s Czestochowa, the National Shrine
of Our Lady of Czestochowa in Doylestown,
Pennsylvania. Father Zembrzuski was a member
of the Pauline Order, a congregation of priests and
brothers headquartered in Poland. He came to
Philadelphia from Poland in 1951 with a mission
to establish the Pauline Order in the United States.
January 17, 1944 - Wladyslaw Szpilman (event)
Wladyslaw Szpilman was liberated on January 17,
1944, by the Soviet and Berling’s Polish Army. Since
that time he was living as a «Warsaw Robinson» in
the debris of Warsaw, since the total destruction
which followed the Warsaw Uprising in August of
1944.

January 18, 1908 - Jacob Bronowski (born)
January 8, 1918, Woodrow Wilson
14 Points Plan (event)
Polish Americans rallied behind President Woodrow
Wilson, who presented to the United States Congress
his 14 points plan for the creation of an Independent
Poland.

Visit

P o l i s h A m e r i c a n C e n t e r. c o m

Jacob Bronowski was a Polish-born British
mathematician, born in Lódz Voivodeship, Poland.
Bronowski was also a poet, mathematician,
historian, television presenter, and philosopher.

View and print the Polish American News at:

PolishAmericanNews.com
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January 28, 1611 - Jan Haweliusz (born)

Historic Reﬂections January (Continued)

Jan Haweliusz, a Polish Astronomer, was the
founder of lunar topography. Johannes Hevelius
(in German also known as Hevel; Polish: Jan
Heweliusz was a councillor and mayor of Danzig
(Gdansk), Kingdom of Poland. As an astronomer,
he gained a reputation as “the founder of
lunar topography”, and described ten new
constellations, seven of which are still used by
astronomers.

January 19, 1983 - Justyna Kowalczyk (born)
Justyna Kowalczyk is Polish cross-country skier
born in Limanowa, Poland. She is a double Olympic
Champion and a double World Champion. She is
also the only skier to win the Tour de Ski four times
in a row and one of two female skiers to win the FIS
Cross-Country World Cup three times in a row.

January 29, 1846 – Karol Stanislaw Olszewski
(born)

January 20, 1320 - Wladyslaw Lokietek
(event)

Karol Stanislaw Olszewski was a Polish chemist,
mathematician and physicist. Olszewski and
Zygmunt Wroblewski were the ﬁrst to liquify the
gases oxygen and nitrogen.

Wladyslaw Lokietek, known as Ladislaus
the Short, was crowned King of Poland in 1320.

January 21, 1941 - Józef Bednarski (born)

January 30, 1947 - Malgorzata Braunek
(born)

Józef Bednarski is a Polish former professional
wrestler and bodybuilder, best known by the ring
name Ivan Putski. He was given the nicknames
“The Polish Hammer” and “Polish Power”. Putski is
a former WWF World Tag Team Champion with Tito
Santana.

Actress Malgorzata Braunek was born in
Szamotuly, Wielkopolskie, Poland. She was an
actress, known for Tulips (2004), Lalka (1978)
and Wniebowstapienie (1969). She was married
to Andrzej Krajewski, Andrzej Zulawski and
Janusz Guttner. She died on June 23, 2014 in
Warsaw, Mazowieckie, Poland.

January 22, 1941 – Jaan Kaplinski (born)
Jaan Kaplinski was an Estonian poet, philosopher,
and culture critic, known for his focus on global
issues and support for left-wing/liberal thinking.
He was inﬂuenced by Eastern philosophical schools
(Taoism and especially Buddhism).

January 31, 1930 - Arthur Michalik (born)

January 23, 1873 - Karol Irzykowski (born)
Karol Irzykowski was a Polish writer, literary critic,
and ﬁlm theoretician. Between 1933–1939 in the
Second Polish Republic he was a member of the
prestigious Polish Academy of Literature, founded
by the decree of the Council of Ministers. In his
highly complex and avantgarde work, he anticipated
many innovations made by modern European
experimentalists such as James Joyce, Virginia
Woolf, William Faulkner and André Gide.
January 24, 1934 - Stanislaw Antoni
Grochowiak (born)

Arthur Michalik was an American professional
football player who was a linebacker and guard
in the National Football League (NFL). He
played from 1953 to 1956 for the San Francisco
49ers and Pittsburgh Steelers. As a professional
wrestler in the 1960s, he won the Paciﬁc
Northwest Wrestling Tag Team Championship
three times with The Destroyer.

Need a New Bank?
Make the Switch. Clean and Simple.*
MOWIMY PO
POLSKU!

Free Coin Machine
For Customers!

Port Richmond Savings
Your Community Bank since 1919

Stanislaw Antoni Grochowiak, pen-name
“Kain” (24 January 1934 – 2 September
1976) was a Polish poet and dramatist. He is
often classiﬁed as a representative of turpism
(Polish: turpizm, because of his interest in
the physical, ugly and brutal, but he also
exhibits strong tendencies toward formal,
rhymed poetry, reaching on many occasions
the ornamental grace of a baroque style.

2522 East Allegheny Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19134
215-634-7000
www.PRSBank.com
Member FDIC / Equal Opportunity Lender

*No need for linked accounts

View and Download a copy of the Polsh American News at:

January 25, 1913 - Witold Lutoslawski (born)

PolishAmericanNews.com

Witold Lutoslawski, pianist and composer born
in Warsaw Poland and studied at the Warsaw
Conservatory was a frequent visitor to the
United States. He introduced the “Concerto for
Orchestra” in Cleveland, Ohio.
January 26, 1961 - Wayne Gretzky (born)
Wayne Douglas Gretzky is a Canadian former
professional ice hockey player and former head
coach. He played 20 seasons in the National
Hockey League (NHL), for four teams from
1979 to 1999. Nicknamed “the Great One”,
he has been called the greatest hockey player
ever by many sportswriters, players, the NHL
itself, based on extensive surveys of hockey
writers, ex-players, general managers and
coaches. Gretzky is the leading goal scorer,
assist producer and point scorer in NHL history, and has more
assists in his career than any other player scored total points. He is
the only NHL player to total over 200 points in one season, a feat he
accomplished four times.
January 27, 1861 - Ralph Modjeski (born)
Ralph Modjeski, famous bridgebuilder, was the
son of famous actress Helena Modjeska. Ralph
Modjeski built the Benjamin Franklin and
Tacony Palmyra Bridges on the Delaware River
in Philadelphia and designed and built 30 other
bridges across America.
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Polish American Social Services “PASS”
United Social Services

Tour of Historic St. Joseph’s Polish Church

Attention - United Way Donor Choice Supporters
Throughout the year, PASS welcomes support from its
contributors. The staff works hard to help its constituents maintain
their dignity and self-sufﬁciency by providing up-to-date information,
referrals and direct assistance regarding low-income, age-related
difﬁculties, bilingual needs, and unemployment.
The Board, staff and clients are grateful to all who share their
resources with PASS. Direct donations to the agency and donations
through United Way Donor Choice or corporate matching grants are
very important to our community outreach programs in Philadelphia
and surrounding areas.
Listed below are a few ways you can help PASS:
1. Direct your United Way Donor Choice contributions to United
Polish American Social Services, (the ofﬁcial name of the
agency), by calling (215) 665-2598 or Email
Donorservices@UnitedforImpact.org and request a Donor Choice
form. When you receive the form use PASS Code: 1869 to direct
your contribution to United Polish American American Social
Services.
United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey
includes: Southeastern Pennsylvania, Camden, Cumberland and
Burlington Counties
Workplace campaign contributions to PASS are honored in
many regions across the country. It is important to ask your
campaign management about this no matter where you live.
2. Let your co-workers know about PASS and invite them to
support the agency.
3. Make sure that family members and friends know that they
can support PASS through the Donor Choice option at their
workplace or offer direct donations to the agency.
4. If you work for a company that matches employee gifts,
double your gift by ﬁlling out the appropriate form. Many
companies who would otherwise not support agencies like PASS
do provide support through this vital program.

Saint Joseph’s History Society of South Camden
offers tours of Historic St. Joseph’s Polish Church
at 1010 Liberty Street, Camden, New Jersey 08104
on the second Saturdays from October through May by
appointment.
To schedule a tour, email: stjhistory@yahoo.com.
See: https://theclio.com/entry/80618 for more about
the history of St. Joseph’s.

In Grateful Recognition to

Bayway Polish Club
for their generous donation to

Polish American Social Services
provided for
• Community Outreach

5, If you are not a part of the United Way Donor Choice Program
and you would like to support our efforts, you can send your
Tax-Deductible Donation to the address below.

• Information and Referral

Important information you’ll need to ﬁll out your form:

• Employment Outreach Services

Polish American Social Services
PASS Code: 1869
Ofﬁcial Name “United Polish American Social Services”
308 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106
Telephone: (215) 923-1900
Internet: PolishAmericanSocialServices.com
Email: Staff@PolishAmericanSocialServices.com
or: Staff@UnitedSocialServices.com

• Senior Citizen Services

• Educational Outreach Media Services

www.syrenacollision.com

Polish American Social Services “PASS” Donation Form

CHESTER CHRZANOWSKI
Auto Body Shop, Inc.

The Board of Directors and Staff of

6201 Oxford Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111
Phone: (215) 535-6606
Fax: (215) 535-3649

Collision Center, Inc.
691 Bethlehem Pike (Rt. 309)
Montgomeryville, PA 18936
Phone: (215) 361-1900
Fax: (215) 362-8373

Philadelphia Federal Credit Union
Extends Best Wishes to Polonia
As You Celebrate

Associated Polish Home

This Holiday Season

9150 Academy Road
in Northeast Philadelphia
Events, Picnic Grounds,
Hall Rentals and Beer Garden
For information, visit them
on the Internet at:

PolishHome.com or
call:

215-624-9954.
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Polish American Social Services “PASS”

PolishAmericanSocialServices.com or UnitedSocialServices.com

Polish American Social Services “PASS”
United Social Services Outreach Program
Main Ofﬁce:

308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106

Open Monday to Friday • 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Telephone: (215) 923-1900
Outreach Services in and around the Philadelphia area
If you, a family member, or friend have a question concerning social
services, call PASS and discuss your needs with a representative.
All calls are CONFIDENTIAL, and PASS will either give you the
information you need, handle your service directly, or refer you to
the proper agency that can assist you.
Clients wishing to visit the main ofﬁce at 308 Walnut Street, or one
of the outreach sites, are asked to call in advance so that a Social
Service Representative can tell you what documentation you will
need to bring with you to process your request.
You can view an outline of several programs available to senior
citizens and individuals of all ages on the PASS Internet site at
PolishAmericanSocialServices.com.
For additional information, call PASS, Monday through Friday,
between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at (215) 923-1900.

Attention Employers!
People seeking employment often contact PASS. The staff will
be pleased to alert job seekers of Job Openings that have been
reported.
If your place of employment is about to or has posted a position,
kindly let “PASS” know about that opening. Call Monday through
Friday, between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. (215) 923-1900, or send the job
opening information to:
Attn: Employment Information
Polish American Social Services
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Kindly include qualiﬁcations needed, starting salary and where to
go for an application and interview.

Job Seeker and Job Training Outreach
Sponsored by:

Polish American Social Services “PASS”
308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106
Telephone: (215) 923-1900 • Fax: (215) 922-1518
Internet: PolishAmericanSocialServices.com

Do You Have A Resume?
PASS encourages job-seeking clients to prepare an outline of
their work experience, or a resume, before they apply for any type of
employment. A written resume helps job seekers present their job
qualiﬁcations to a prospective employer. A PASS staff associate can
review your current resume, update it, or develop a new one with
you to prepare you for your job interview.
This service is available at the ofﬁce of Polish American
Social Services, 308 Walnut Street in Center City Philadelphia.
Call to make an appointment for this free service at (215) 923-1900.

What If I Am Satisﬁed With My Current Resume?
If you are already satisﬁed with your resume, live in the State
of Pennsylvania and want to share your availability with potential
employers, mail your resume to PASS and your resume will be
shared with prospective employers. Mail your resume to:
Polish American Social Services
Employment Outreach
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Fax to: (215) 922-1518
Email to: Staff@PolishAmericanSocialServices.com
For more information call PASS, Monday through Friday between
10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at: (215) 923-1900.
“PASS” works closely with the
Philadelphia Corporation for Aging to
provide information and assistance to
the elderly. For information regarding
services available in Philadelphia
and Southeastern Pennsylvania, call
PCA’s helpline number at (215) 765-9040 or PASS (215) 923-1900.

w w w. P C A C a r e s . o r g

Real Estate Taxes
The Real Estate Tax/Rent Rebate
Program is being administered now. New
applications are available. Homeowners
and renters can get back as much as $650
on last year’s real estate taxes or rent.
The income limit is $35,000 annually for
homeowners and $15,000 for renters to
qualify. It is important to know that only
half of your Social Security or SSI counts
toward the income guideline. Age requirements are 65 or older,
living with a spouse that is 65 or older, widow or widower between
the ages of 50 to 64 or permanently disabled between the ages of 18
and 64. For more information call PASS at (215) 923-1900.

City of Philadelphia Property Tax Freeze
If you are a senior citizen living in the city of Philadelphia and are
interested in applying for the City of Philadelphia Property Tax
Freeze Program, call “PASS” Polish American Social Services, also
known as United Social Services.
To qualify for the City of Philadephia Property Tax Freeze
Program, you or your spouse must be 65 years of age or older. For a
single person, your total income must be $27,500 or less and for
a married couple, your total income must be $35,500 or less.
Those who qualify will receive a freeze on their City of
Philadephia property taxes.

Program Deadline: 1/31/22
For an application or additional information, call PASS’s United
Social Services Outreach Program, Monday through Friday, between
10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at 215-923-1900.

“LIHEAP”
Fuel Rebate Program
As in previous years, the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), also known as the Fuel
Rebate Program, began on October 18, 2021 and ends
Friday, May 6, 2022. Those who have applied in previous
years should be receiving applications in the mail.
For those who are not familiar with the program, there
is no age restriction to apply.
For more information on ﬁling requirements or to get an
application, call PASS at (215) 923-1900.
Annual Household Income Limits (before taxes):
Household size

Monthly Income

Annual Income

1

$1,610

$19,320

2

$2,177

$26,130

3

$2,745

$32,940

4

$3,312

$39,750

5

$3,880

$46,560

6

$4,447

$53,370

For more information on ﬁling requirements or to receive an
application, call PASS at (215) 923-1900.

Senior Discount on Water
PASS reminds senior citizens living in the city of Philadelphia that
they can apply for the 25% water and sewer discount program.
To qualify, you or your spouse must be:
65 years of age or older
have an annual household income of less
than $32,300,(approximately $2,692 per month.)
Additional Requirements include:
Proof of Age
Proof of Address
Proof of Household Income
Those who qualify will receive a 25% discount on every monthly
water bill. There are many people still eligible who have not applied.
For more information or an application contact PASS at
215-923-1900. For more info visit: PolishAmericanSocialServices.com

