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Polish settlers ﬁrst arrived in America on October 1, 1608. That was 168 years before the
Declaration of Independence was signed in Philadelphia in 1776. Polish Americans are proud to
be part of America, the long cherished land of independence and opportunity.
See the TEXT of the Declaration of Independence on Page 11 of this newsletter.

Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street -

Philadelphia, PA 19106

The Museum Exhibit Hall, established in 1988, is a focal point for tourists visiting America’s Most
Historic Square Mile. Annually millions of tourists visit Historic Philadelphia, where America’s
Independence began. The Polish American Cultural Center Museum is proud to be the only Polish
related institution located on an American Historic Trail, just 3 blocks from Independence Hall, the
Liberty Bell, and other historic area sites.
You’re Invited to Visit the

Greetings to Polonia as we mark the
1,055th Aniversary of Documented Polish History
from

308 Walnut Street (3rd & Walnut Streets)

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.
Krzyzanowski Foundation

Polish American
Cultural Center Museum
in Historic Philadelphia, PA

Open Admission Free

Monday through Friday
11 A.M. to 3 P.M.

National Shrine of
Our Lady of Czestochowa

(215) 922-1700 • Internet:
PolishAmericanCenter.com
Everyone is invited • Welcome - Witamy!
-

“America’s Czestochowa”
Pauline Fathers and Brothers

The Museum Exhibit Hall Features:

Polish and Polish American History and Customs
Great Men and Women of Polish Heritage
Pictorial Display of Actual World War II Photos
First Polish Settlers in America on October 1, 1608
Poland’s Constitution of May 3, 1791

654 Ferry Road
Doylestown, PA 18901
Telephone: 215-345-0600
Internet: PolishShrine.com

“Second Oldest Written Democratic Constitution in the World”

Greetings to Polonia
from the
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308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

For information and a
list of our locations,
visit us on the
Internet at:

www.PSFCU.com

Telephone: (215) 922-1700
PolishAmericanNews.com

July 2021
Read the Polish American News Online at:

PolishAmericanNews.com
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Museum’s Historic Reﬂections Project
July - Part 1
The Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Historic
Philadelphia presents Historic Reﬂections from Polish and Polish
American history on the Polish American Radio Program. Some of
the dates may be the birthday or death date of a prominent person.
Other dates may celebrate a milestone in a prominent person’s life
such as a career promotion, invention date, or some accomplishment
that contributed to science, medicine, sports, or entertainment
history. Other dates may be an anniversary of an historical event in
Polonia or Poland’s history.

Greetings to Polonia in
Philadelphia and the Tri-State Area
from the

For your information, we have listed a selection of historic
reﬂections for the month of July.

To see additional Historic Reﬂections visit:

PolishAmericanCenter.org/hr

For information and a list of our locations,
visit us on the Internet at:

www.PSFCU.com

July 1, 1926 - Benjamin Franklin Bridge
(opened)

OUR CREDIT UNION...MORE THAN A BANK
As a member you are also an owner of our Credit Union!

Opened in 1926, the Benjamin Franklin
Bridge was built by Ralph Modjeski, a
proud son of Poland. It was a proud
day for Modjeski, especially as more and
more Poles immigrated to America to
be part of the Industrial Revolution and
America’s great ethnic mosaic. Polish workers were part of the team
that helped Modjeski build the bridge which was ﬁrst named the
Delaware River Bridge.

Our unique understanding of the Polish & Slavic community
lets us understand you and your family’s ﬁnancial needs. Our
representatives speak Polish and English to serve you better.

July 2, 1923 - Wislawa Szymborska (Born)
Wislawa Szymborska was a Polish poet, essayist
and translator. As the winner of the Nobel Prize in
Literature in 1996, and numerous other awards,
Wislawa Szymborska is considered one of the most
important Polish poets of our time.

Since 1976, we have been providing Polonia with ﬁnancial
products and services such as checking, savings and IRA
accounts. We also offer a variety of VIA credit, debit, and gift
cards. In the past few years we have signiﬁcantly expanded
our electronic services, giving members access to internet and
telephone banking, as well as online bill payment.
We also take pride in offering a wide array of residential
and commercial mortgages and consumer loans, all at very
competitive rates. Please visit one of our branches and
experience the credit union difference, or visit us on the
Internet: PSFCU.com

July 3, 1879 - Alfred Korzybski (Born)
Alfred Korzybski developed the theory of General
Semantics, which states that human beings are
limited in what they know by (1) the structure of
their nervous system and (2) the structure of their
languages. Alfred Korzybski published many books
in the United States and lived in Lakeville, CT until
his death in 1950.
July 4, 1934 - Marie Sklodowska Curie (Died)
A noted chemist and physicist, Marie Sklodowska
Curie was born in Warsaw, Poland, on November 7,
1867. She was the ﬁrst person and the only woman
to be awarded two Nobel Prizes, in 1903 for Physics,
and in 1911 for Chemistry. During her lifetime, she
received over 125 degrees, medals and decorations
from universities and organizations around the
world. The Marie Curie-Sklodowska Institute in
Lublin, Poland was founded in 1944 to further
scientiﬁc research and learning.
July 5, 1879 - Wanda Landowska (Born)
Wanda Landowska was a Polish harpsichordist whose
performances, teachings, recordings and writings
played a large role in reviving the popularity of
that instrument in the early 20th century. Wanda
Landowska, who spent her last years in Connecticut,
was the ﬁrst person to record Bach’s Goldberg
Variations on the harpsichord.
July 6, 2000 - Wladyslaw Szpilman (Died)
Wladyslaw Szpilman was a Polish pianist and
composer. He is well known as the protagonist of
the Roman Polanski ﬁlm, “The Pianist”, based on
Szpilman’s autobiographical book recounting how he
survived during World War II.

Mark Your Calendar and
Plan to Attend the

Annual Polish American
Family Festival
& Country Fair
National Shrine of
Our Lady of Czestochowa
Doylestown, PA

September 4, 5, 6 - 11, 12
12 - 8 P.M. Daily
PolishAmerianFestival.org

July 7, 1980 - Marika Dominczyk (Born)
Marika Dominczyk is a Polish-born American actress
who has appeared in such ﬁlms as the Forty Year Old
Virgin and many television series including ABC’s
Brothers & Sisters. Marika landed the lead role of
Lara in “I Hope They Serve Beer in Hell”.

Mark your calendar for the

88th Annual
Pulaski Day Parade
on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in Philadelphia, PA

July 8, 1925 - Dr. Alina Szczesniak (Born)
Dr. Alina Szczesniak emigrated to the United States
and became the world’s leading authority on food
texture. She was a food scientist and researcher for
General Foods Corporation for 34 years.

scheduled for

Sunday, October 3, 2021
More details at: PulaskiDayParade.com
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Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Philadelphia, PA
Museum’s Historic Reflections Project Part 2
July 9, 1926 - John Dingell (Born)
We salute Representative John Dingell of Michigan,
son of Polish immigrants, who was the longest serving
member of the House of Representatives from
1955-2015.

Proud to Support the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Benefactors Sponsors
Dolores Bartosiewicz
Helen McElroy Cyzio
Friends of Polonia

July 10, 1835 - Henryk Wieniawski (Born)
Henryk Wieniawski was considered a violinist of genius
and wrote some of the most important works in the
violin repertoire. He passed away in 1880. Poland has
honored Wieniawski by placing his portrait on postage
stamps in 1952 and 1957, and on a 100 zloty coin in
1979. Every fifth year since 1952, Poland hosts the
International Henryk Wieniawski Violin Competition.
July 11, 1926 - Reginald Lisowski (Born)
Reginald Lisowski was better known by his
professional wrestling ring name, “The Crusher”.
Legend has it that the name came about when
a promoter made an off-hand comment that he
“just crushes everybody.” His barrel-chested
physique stuck with him for most of his career,
and he won many wrestling titles, including the World Heavyweight
Championship three times.

Richard J. Gastowich
Deborah Majka
Honorary Consul of Poland
Southeastern Pennsylvania
Helen Piszek Nelson
Polish American Heritage Association
of Delaware County, Pennsylvania
Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk/Roxborough Area of Phladelphia Group
Polish American Journal
Polish Roman Catholic Union in America “PRCUA”
Leslie Ptak

July 12, 1970 - Gerald Ostroski (Born)
Gerald Ostroski born in Collegeville, PA, is a former
American football offensive lineman who played for the
Buffalo Bills in the National Football League. He played
college football at Tulsa University.
July 13, 1889 - Stanley Coveleski (Born)
Stanley Anthony Coveleski, was a Major League
pitcher who played for the Philadelphia Athletics,
the Cleveland Indians and the Washington Senators.
Stanley Coveleski was famous for his spitball and one
of the 17 pitchers allowed to continue to throw this
pitch after it was outlawed in 1920. He was inducted
into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1969 and the National Polish
American Hall of Fame in 1976.
July 14, 1886 - Jozef Zawadzki (Born)
Jozef Zawadzki was a famous physical chemist and
technologist. His daughter Anna Zawadzka became a
leader of the Polish scouting movement.

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Skorczynski
WSFS Bank

Tune in to the

Saturday Variety Program
11 A.M. to 12 Noon • 860 Am Radio

Serving Southeastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey & Delaware

With your host Michael Blichasz

Featuring a variety of music including: Polkas, Obereks, Waltzes, etc.

Listen to a re-broadcast of Saturday’s Program
from anywhere in the world!
On the Internet Right Now!
24 hours a day - 7 days a week

PolishAmericanCenter.com or PolishAmericanRadioProgram.com

July 15, 1894 - Tadeusz Sendzimir (Born)
Tadeusz Sendzimir was an engineer and inventor with
120 patents in mining and metalwork. His name has
been given to revolutionary methods of processing steel
and metals used in every industrialized nation of the
world.
July 16, 1971 - Edward Kowalczyk (Born)
Edward Joel Kowalczyk is the former lead singer
for the band Live. He claims to be influenced by the
writer Jiddu Krishnamurti and integral thinker Ken
Wilber, and his lyrics reflect his mystical and spiritual
tendency. He has influenced bands such as Daughtry,
Matchbox Twenty and Breaking Benjamin.
July 17, 1976 - Dagmara Dominczyk (Born)
Polish-born American actress, Dagmara Dominczyk,
was born this day in Kielce, Poland. Dagmara found
herself in New York City after her family was expelled
from Poland for her father’s involvement in the
Solidarity Movement. She is best known for her role
as Mercedes in the 2002 movie The Count of Monte
Cristo.
July 18, 1890 - Patryota (First Published)
We remember the first edition of Philadelphia’s
first Polish language publication printed on this
day in 1890. The newspaper was called the
Patryota (Patriot) and helped meet the needs of
thousands of Polish immigrants in Philadelphia.
July 19, 1894 - Jerzy Pajackowski-Dydynski (Born)
Jerzy Pajaczkowski-Dydynski was a career military
officer who served in World War I, the Polish War against
Soviet Russia under General Haller in 1920-1921 and
World War II. He is known as having been the oldest
man in the United Kingdom at the time of his death at
111 years old.

Polka Deli
2719 E. Allegheny Avenue - Philadelphia, PA 19134
Meats & deli products - fish, pierogi & baked goods
Telephone: (215) 634-3750

Bee Flowers

Caterine Calderon

2637 E. Allegheny Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134
Phone: (267) 519-2453 • Fax: (267) 519-2475
beefloras@yahoo.com • www.bee-flowers.com
Flowers for all occasions

Delivery National & International

In Recognition of a Major Donation to the
Polish American Cultural Center
Museum Exhibit Hall
From

Casimir Kowalski
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Place your business ad in the next edition of the Polish American
News. For more information, call 215-922-1700, Monday through
Friday, 11 A.M. to 3 P.M.
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Museum’s Historic Reflections Project Part 3
July 20, 1936 - Barbara Mikulski (Born)
Barbara Ann Mikulski was an American politician
of the Democratic Party and was the most senior
female Senator at the time when she retired. She
was Maryland’s first female senator, having served
since 1987. She received 1,504,691 votes in her 2004
reelection campaign, the largest number of votes at
the time for a senate candidate in Maryland. She was the longestserving woman in the history of the US Congress and retired in 2017
as the the longest-serving senator in Maryland history.

Yolanda Konopacka DeSipio of
Bennett, Bricklin & Saltzburg, LLP
Attorneys at Law • Call: (215) 423-4824
Available to assist clients throughout the
Philadelphia area & New Jersey in both the
English and Polish Languages
Immigration, Personal Injury,
Worker’s Compensation & Real Estate

July 21, 1935 - Myron “Moe” Drabowsky (Born)
Myron Walter “Moe” Drabowsky was born in Ozanna,
Poland. He was a well known right-handed relief
pitcher in Major League Baseball and played for
several teams including the Chicago Cubs, Baltimore
Orioles and the Chicago White Sox. In 1987, Moe
returned to Poland as a baseball ambassador to
help his birth nation form its first team for Olympic
competition.
July 22, 1983 - Martial Law (Ended)
Martial law in Poland (Polish: Stan wojenny w
Polsce, “the state of war”) refers to the period of
time from December 13, 1981 to July 22, 1983
when the government of the People’s Republic
of Poland drastically restricted normal life by
introducing martial law in an attempt to crush
the political opposition against Communist rule in Poland.
July 23, 1829 - Wojciech Boguslawski (Died)

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

PRCUA
A National Fraternal Benefit Society
Main Office:
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue - Chicago, IL 60642
Telephone: 1-800-772-8632 • Internet: PRCUA.org

Polish American Travel Service
Travel Reservations
Translation Services
PEKAO • Parcels to Poland
2714 E. Allegheny Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19134

(215) 634-3396

Wojciech Boguslawski, born in Glinno, a village near
Poznan, was a Polish actor, theater director and
playwright. Known as the Polish-Enlightenment “Father
of Polish Theater,” he was the director of the National
Theater (Teatr Narodowy), 1783–85, 1790–94 and
1799–1814. Boguslawski died in Warsaw in 1829.
July 24, 1909 - Jerzy Rozycki (Born)
Jerzy Rozycki was a mathematician and cryptologist
who, along with fellow mathematicians Henryk Zygalski
and Marian Rejewski, made up the three-man team who
cracked the German Enigma code during World War II.
July 25, 1831 - Maria Szymanowska (Died)
Maria Szymanowska was noted as the first virtuosa
pianist and also was considered by some as the best
female piano performer ever.

Associated Polish Home
July 26, 1844 - Stefan Drzewiecki (Born)
Stefan Drzewiecki was a Polish scientist and engineer
who distinguished himself internationally in aviation
and ship building. He also invented the kilometric
counters for taxi cabs.
July 27, 1956 - Dave Dombrowski (Born)
Dave Dombrowski was the president, CEO, and
general manager of the Major League baseball
team, the Detroit Tigers. Dombrowski signed
free agents such as catcher Iván Rodríguez, lefthanded pitcher Kenny Rogers, and outfielder
Magglio Ordóñez, whose ninth-inning home
run in ALCS Game 4 catapulted Detroit to the
pennant in 2006. He served as President of
Baseball Operatons for the Boston Red Sox from 2015-2019.

in Philadelphia
For information about the

Associated Polish Home
9150 Academy Road in Northeast Philadelphia,
Their Events, Picnic Grounds,
Hall Rentals and Beer Garden,
Visit Them on the Internet at:

PolishHome.com or
call:

215-624-9954.

July 28, 1961 - Scott Parazynski (Born)
Scott Parazynski, from Little Rock, AR, is a
distinguished Polish American and NASA astronaut.
Dr. Parazynski has logged over 1,381 hours (over
8 weeks) in space, including over 47 hours of EVA
(Extra-vehicular activity) during 7 spacewalks, and has
traveled over 23 million miles.

Polish Museum of America
America’s First Ethnic Museum
984 North Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL 60642

July 29, 2002 - Charles Wysocki (Died)

773-384-3352, ext. 104 • PolishMuseumOfAmerica.org

Charles Wysocki was a Polish American artist
famous for his primitive Americana artwork.
Wysocki is well known for his posters, prints,
greeting cards, puzzles and calendars.

Founded in 1935, the Polish Museum of America is one of the
country’s first and largest ethnic museums. Polish and
Polish American history is promoted through music, artworks,
and historical and cultural displays.

July 30, 1619 - Polish Settlers (First Labor Strike)
The first Polish settlers in Jamestown, VA,
organized the FIRST labor strike on July 30, 1619,
to protest their lack of participation in the new
Virginia government. The assembly realized the
importance of the Polish settlers and granted them
representation in the new government of the Virginia
colony.

Polish American Heritage Association “PAHA”
Camden County, New Jersey, Community Contact
Pat Kwoka – 856-310-1783
Email: pkwoka@comcast.net

July 2021, Polish American News - Page 5

Museum’s Historic Reﬂections Project Part 4

Polish American Radio Program

July 31, 1959 - Michael Bielecki (Born)
Michael Joseph Bielecki (born July 31,
1959 in Baltimore, Maryland) is a former
professional baseball player who pitched in
the Major Leagues from 1984–1997. He was
drafted by the Pittsburgh Pirates in the ﬁrst
round (8th pick) of the 1979 amateur draft
(Secondary Phase). He made his debut on
September 14, 1984. His ﬁnal game was on August 16. 1997.

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
11 A.M. to 12 Noon
Sundays • 12:30 to 1:30 P.M.
860 AM Radio
Music, News from Poland, Local News and
Special Features in the Polish Language
with Hostess Barbara Ilnicka

Saturday Variety Program
Saturday • 11A.M. to 12 Noon
and
American Workers Radio
Wednesdays • 11 A.M. to 12 Noon
860 AM Radio
in the English Language
Hosted by Michael Blichasz

The Pauline Fathers Radio Broadcast
Thursdays • 11:45 A.M. to 12 Noon
860 AM Radio
in the Polish Language from the
National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
in Doylestown, PA

ANYZEK

Tune in to

Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, & Fuel Oil
Providing Services in Camden, Gloucester
and Burlington Counties since 1932

856-456-5953 • Anyzek.com

Polonia Today
Sunday 1:30 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. • 860 AM Radio
With Producer Debbie Majka

Free Estimates • Repairs & Replacements • Emergency Service

Polish National Union of America

Sto Lat! - May You Live a Hundred Years!
Often sung at birthdays and name days in Poland, much like
“Happy Birthday” in the United States, “Sto Lat” is more versatile
as it can be also heard at special events such as anniversaries,
patriotic events and award ceremonies. Below is a Polish and
English version for you to enjoy.

A Fraternal Beneﬁt Society Providing Financial Security and
Enriching Lives through Faith, Service and Culture

1002 Pittston Avenue - Scranton, PA 18505
1-800-724-6352 - Internet: www.pnu.org

2535-37 Castor Avenue (Castor & Aramingo)
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-744-1531
Stop in and ask for a frequent dinner card
There’s No Place Like The Neighborhood

Your 11th Meal Free!

Syrena Auto Body Shop
6201 Oxford Avenue • Philadelphia, PA • (215) 535-6606
691 Bethlehem Pike • Montgomeryville, PA • (215) 361-1900

View and Download a copy of the Polsh American News at:

PolishAmericanNews.com

Download and print out archived editions of the
Polish American News
from the Internet at: PolishAmericanNews.com

Looking for homemade POLISH food
that will send your taste buds SOARING?

t
i
s
i
V
CZERW’S KIELBASY

In the Port Richmond section of Philadelphia
3370 Tilton Street, Philadelphia, PA 19134

215-423-1707 • KielbasyBoys.com
Kielbasa, Bigos, Pierogies, Cabanossi, Sauerkraut

Homemade “Old World Technique” Made Fresh Daily for Over 80 Years!
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NEWS FROM JANOSIK – PHILADELPHIA

Proud to Support the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Exhibit Hall Promoters
Anonymous
Joan & Joseph Batory
Marian & Danuta Bielawiec
Bobrowski Family
Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Ceglowski
Edward Chabalowski
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Czechowski
Maryanne Daniel
Danuta Eichler
Mary Feret
Joseph P. Fraioli
Wojciech & Marja Galas

2021 marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Janosik
Dancers, but the current pandemic may sadly limit Janosik’s
celebrations. Many of the ensemble’s costumes were purchased by
founding director, Morley Leyton, from Polish peasants and various
folk groups. Over the years, the company acquired hundreds of
costumes and more than a thousand accessories (belts, hats,
headpieces, ribbons, whips, axes etc.).

Mr. & Mrs. David W. Gilefski
Eugene A. Gniewek Funeral Home
(Edward R. Czepulkowski, FD. Prop.)
In Memory of Dr. Victor L. Gregory
Jerry S. Grzesiak
Joyce & Krzysztof Kaczmarczyk

In addition to being used in performances, some costume sets
have been loaned to museums and others used in costume parades
and nationality events. Over time and with heavy use, this incredible
costume treasure trove has come to need increasing amounts of
repair and renewal. Just over two years ago, Janosik received a
$2500 grant to begin this process. We purchased new storage boxes
and shelves, sent dozens of costumes to skilled seamstresses, had
some costumes dry-cleaned and undertook a major laundering and
repair of shirts, blouses and petticoats.

Mr. & Mrs. John Kasper

Unlike those dance groups which are fortunate enough to have a
‘home” in a church or hall with storage facilities, Janosik’s costumes
are stored on a front porch: enclosed but not weather-proofe at the
home of artistic director, Monique Legare’. The collection has suffered
significant moth damage on top of the wear and tear of 50 years’ use.
Janosik just received a second foundation grant, this one for $2000
from the National Folk Organization, which is earmarked for pest
control and continuing maintenance.

Mr. & Mrs. John F. Lesniewski

James W. Kay
Maria & Marek Koleda
Al & Pat Koproski
Dr. Christine Kwik
John & Pat Kwoka
Dr. Joan Lambert
Marek & Ela Majdosz
Rev. Leo J. Maletz
Joseph M. Mastalski
In Memory of Edward J. McCloskey
Capt. & Mrs. David B. McGuigan
Paula Messick
Edward Miller
Wesley E. Musial
Katarzyna W. Newcomer
Mr. & Mrs. John Opiela
Dorothy Orlichowski
Rev. Jan Palkowski
Mr. & Mrs. William Piszek
Polish National Alliance, Lodge #714
Polish National Alliance
Philadelphia Councils 1,106,166
Maria Prusik
Dr. Inz Jozef Rzeznik

The group hopes to remove the old carpet and install a moth-proof
floor, plug tiny holes to the outside and further upgrade the storage
area. Additionally, more costumes will be sent for dry cleaning and
repair.
Given that the current pandemic has made performing impossible,
Janosik has lost its usual sources of revenue: performance fees.
This makes the new grant into an essential resource. Additionally,
Janosik has successfully appealed to its current members as well
as to more than 100 alumni/ae. This appeal raised additional funds
through dancers’ generous gifts.
Janosik continues to practice weekly on Zoom: doing our barre’,
Polish styling practices and several of our suites each Wednesday.
We look forward to dancing together again and resuming our
performance schedule when the current pandemic is under control.
For more information, contact the Janosik Polish Dance
Ensemble at: JanosikDancers.org.

Sacred Heart Church/St. Hedwig Chapel
Rev. Msgr. George Majoros, Pastor
Charles & Joan Sahms
In Memory of Fr. John A. Sitko
Dr. M. Slomiana
St. Adalbert Polish Language School
Dennis E. Stasko
Dorothy Vallerio
Tim & Vickie Wadas
Bob Wieckowski
John & Pat Wisniewski & Family
Krystyna Wojciechowski
Raymond Zdebski, Sr.
Mary Ann Zerkowski
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On July 30, 1619, Polish Settlers
Accomplished Another Noteworthy
Achievement in the Jamestown Colony
by Staging the First Labor Strike in America
The arrival of the ﬁrst
Polish settlers in America
on October 1, 1608, 413
years ago, marked a
humble, yet signiﬁcant
event in American
history. Upon their
arrival, the Poles made a
vital contribution to the
survival of the colony by
digging a well to provide
fresh drinking water,
which was seriously
lacking in the colony. The
next accomplishment
was the building of
a furnace to produce
glass products, which
became the ﬁrst factory
in America. In addition to producing glass products, the Polish
settlers also produced pitch and tar, vital building materials for
expanding the new colony. Despite many hardships due to the
climate and living conditions, the Poles and their fellow settlers
persevered and eventually were able to produce enough glass,
pitch and tar for export to England. These products became
the ﬁrst commercial items to be exported from America to
Europe.
Over the years, people from Poland continued to immigrate
to America. Today Poles are the sixth largest ethnic group in
America, residing in all ﬁfty states and participating in every
aspect of American life. Poles comprise a signiﬁcant portion of
the tens of millions of immigrants who have come to America
from all over the world and now proudly call America their
home.
On July 30, 1619, 402 years ago, the Polish settlers
accomplished another noteworthy achievement in the
Jamestown colony by staging the ﬁrst labor strike in
America. After being denied participation in the ﬁrst
Virginia assembly, the Polish settlers conducted a labor
walkout, not for wages or better working conditions,
but for democratic rights. The newly formed House of
Burgesses quickly acknowledged the vital role of the Poles
in the settlement’s well being and granted them the same
voting privileges as those enjoyed by the English.
For more information, visit the Polish American Cultural
Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia,
and the Museum’s Internet site at: PolishAmericanCenter.com.

Polonia Salutes Scott Parazynski
Scott Edward Parazynski (born
July 28, 1961 in Little Rock,
Arkansas) is an American
physician and a former NASA
astronaut. A veteran of ﬁve
Space Shuttle ﬂights and seven
spacewalks, Parazynski's latest
mission was STS-120 in October,
2007 – highlighted by a dramatic,
unplanned EVA to repair a live
solar array. In May 2016 he
was inducted into the United
States Astronaut Hall of Fame.
He retired from NASA in March
2009 to pursue entrepreneurial
opportunities in the private sector,
and he is currently the CEO of a
technology start-up. He is the ﬁrst
person to have both ﬂown in space
and summited Mount Everest, the
highest point on Earth.

Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street – Philadelphia, PA 19106 – (215) 922-1700

Internet: PolishAmericanCenter.com

Memorial Gifts Are Appreciated
Memorial gifts in honor of relatives and friends continue to
help the mission and programs provided at the Polish American
Cultural Center Museum Exhibit Hall, 308 Walnut Street in Historic
Philadelphia. The Museum promotes public awareness of Polish
history and heritage and welcomes tourists from across the United
States and around the world who visit the Exhibit Hall during their
tour of Historic Philadelphia.
Kindly use the form below to make your donation. Every donor
will receive a donation acknowledgement letter which can be sent to
the family of the deceased.
We would appreciate having the Polish American Cultural Center
listed as a suggested charity in newspaper obituary notices and
internet notices. Kindly list the following in the obituary notice Memorial donations in the name of the deceased can be made to
the Polish American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106. For additional information, contact the
Museum Monday through Friday, between 11 A.M. and 3 P.M.,
(215) 922-1700.
Kindly use the form below to make a direct donation.

Memorial Donation Registration Form
This donation for the Polish American Cultural Center is in
memory of:
Name:
Date of Deceased
Donor Name:

Date:

Address:

Proud to Support the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Tour Group Promoters
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Chrzanowski

City:

State:

Email:
Telephone:
Make check payable to:

Rita Frankowski
Michael & Karen Hrabowski
Kristine Kousmine
Stephanie McCurry
Edmund & Barbara Milewski
Diane Mucowski-LaBruno
Richard & Elizabeth Piascik

Zip:

Polish American Cultural Center
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Kindly return this entire form with your donation. Donations
are tax deductible. Donations will be acknowledged in writing.
The names of donors will be listed in the next edition of the Polish
American News. This Donation form can also be printed out from
the front page of: PolishAmericanCenter.com (Memorial gifts are
appreciated link)

Real Pro Valuation

Polish American String Band

Paul T. Sosnowski, Esq.

A Philadelphia Mummer’s Tradition since 1933

Syrena Auto Body Shop Inc.

856-287-7845

Tantala Associates, LLC
Union Rooﬁng

PolishAmericanStringBand.com

Joan Ziomek Birely
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zogorski & Family

Vi s i t :

Po li sh A m eri ca n C en t er. co m
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Looking Forward to Welcoming You to
Visit America’s Most Historic Square Mile

Visit :

P ol ishAmeric anCent er.co m
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Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk, Roxborough & Surrounding Areas Group
In cooperation with Polish American Cultural Center
308 Walnut Street - Philadelphia, PA - PolishAmericanCenter.com
For information about our upcoming meeting, contact:
Helen Cyzio (215) 482-3040

Bus Groups Welcome at the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Philadelphia welcomes many bus groups and
tour groups visiting the Historic District. If
you are planning a group tour, be sure to
visit the Polish American Cultural Center
Museum at 308 Walnut Street and the
Kosciuszko House at 3rd and Pine Streets.
Call the Museum, Monday through Friday,
between 11 A.M. and 3 P.M. at
215-922-1700, to let them know when your group is planning to
visit so a representative can greet your group and give you a tour.
Visit: PolishAmericanCenter.com/busgroups.html for more
info.
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During Your Next Visit to Historic Philadelphia, Visit the Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Exhibit Hall, 308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia, PA

South view of exhibit hall which highlights great men and women of Polish heritage and the customs and traditions of Poland for more than a
thousand years.

On the east side of the Museum’s Exhibit Hall, internationally known
Polish greats include: Frederyk Chopin, Marie Sklodowska Curie
(Madame Curie), Pope John Paul the Great, Cardinal John Krol, and
Jozef Pilsudski. The showcases contain information about these
Polish heroes and highlight Polish customs which continue to
unite Polonia across the world.

On the west side of the Museum’s Exhibit Hall, internationally
renowned Polish heroes such as Lech Walesa, Ignacy Jan
Paderewski, Henryk Sienkiewicz and Mikolaj Kopernik (Nicholas
Copernicus).

The Poland-at-Arms exhibit highlights the fact that Poland was the first to fight against Hitler’s Nazi’s invaders during World War II. The exhibit
has drawn hundreds of thousands of people remembering the tragic event that took place in Poland beginning on September 1, 1939.

The Museum’s Jamestown exhibit highlights the 413th Anniversary
of the First Polish settlers who arrived in America on
October 1, 1608.

Museum visitors are able to learn more about treasured Polish
customs such as Wigilia, Swieconka, Dozynki, as well as Polish
Wedding Traditions.
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The Declaration of Independence
When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume, among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which
the laws of nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed. That,
whenever any form of government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish
it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation
on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form,
as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
happiness.
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long
established should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and, accordingly, all experience has shown, that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms
to which they are accustomed.
But, when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them
under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to
throw off such government, and to provide new guards for
their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance
of these colonies; and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their former systems of government.
The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object
the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these states.
To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.
He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his assent should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation
of large districts of people, unless those people would
relinquish the right of representation in the legislature; a
right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their
public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into
compliance with his measures.
He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for
opposing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of
the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to
cause others to be elected; whereby the legislative powers,
incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at
large for their exercise; the state remaining in the meantime
exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and
convulsions within.
He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states;
for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization
of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new
appropriations of lands.
He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing
his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.
He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
salaries.
He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither
swarms of officers to harass our people, and eat out their
substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies,
without the consent of our legislatures.
continued next column --->

He has affected to render the military independent of and
superior to the civil power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction
foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation:
For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us;
For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for
any murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of
these states;
For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world;
For imposing taxes on us without our consent;
For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury;
For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended
offenses;
For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring
province, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and
enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once an example
and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into
these colonies;
For taking away our charters, abolishing our most
valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our
governments;
For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases
whatsoever.
He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his
protection, and waging war against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign
mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and
totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow citizens, taken captive on the
high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall
themselves by their hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has
endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions.
In every stage of these oppressions, we have petitioned for
redress, in the most humble terms. Our repeated petitions
have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose
character is thus marked by every act which may define a
tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.
Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts
by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction
over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of
our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to
their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured
them by the ties of our common kindred, to disavow these
usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections
and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of
justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce
in the necessity, which denounces our separation, and hold
them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in
peace friends.
We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of
America, in General Congress assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the name, and by authority of the good people of these
colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these United
Colonies are, and of right ought to be free and independent
states; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the
British Crown, and that all political connection between
them and the state of Great Britain is and ought to be totally
dissolved; and that, as free and independent states, they have
full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances,
establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which
independent states may of right do. And for the support of this
declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our
fortunes, and our sacred honor.
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Polish American Social Services “PASS”

PolishAmericanSocialServices.com • UnitedSocialServices.com
Polish American Social Services “PASS”

United Social Services Outreach Program
Main Ofﬁce:
308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106

Open Monday to Friday • 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Telephone: (215) 923-1900
Outreach Services in and around the Philadelphia area

State of Pennsylvania
Property Tax / Rent Rebate Program
To help with the rising costs of living,
you can apply for the Property Tax/
Rent Rebate Program.
READ THIS ARTICLE CAREFULLY
TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A
REBATE!

If you, a family member, or friend have a question concerning social
services, call PASS and discuss your needs with a representative.
All calls are CONFIDENTIAL, and PASS will either give you the
information you need, handle your service directly, or refer you to the
proper agency that can assist you.

This rebate program is a “look back”
program. This means that to calculate
a rebate, you calculate the property
taxes or rent the household paid and
the income you received during the last calendar year.

Clients wishing to visit the main ofﬁce at 308 Walnut Street, or one
of the outreach sites, are asked to call in advance so that a Social
Service Representative can tell you what documentation you will
need to bring with you to process your request.

Who is eligible for a rebate?

You can view an outline of several programs available to senior
citizens and individuals of all ages on the PASS Internet site at
PolishAmericanSocialServices.com.
For additional information, call PASS, Monday through Friday,
between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at (215) 923-1900.

Job Seeker and Job Training Outreach
If you are considering a job training program that can help you
attain or retain long-term employment, contact PASS for more
information. The outreach program is especially important to
individuals who are unemployed due to company closings or
relocations. PASS will share information about Pennsylvania
area Job Training Programs to help you become more employable
in a changing job market. Call PASS’s Employment Outreach
Representative for more information at (215) 923-1900.

Do You Have A Resume?
PASS encourages job-seeking clients to prepare an outline of
their work experience, or a resume, before they apply for any type of
employment. A written resume helps job seekers present their job
qualiﬁcations to a prospective employer. A PASS staff associate can
review your current resume, update it, or develop a new one with
you to prepare you for your job interview.
This service is available at the ofﬁce of Polish American
Social Services, 308 Walnut Street in Center City Philadelphia.
Call to make an appointment for this free service at (215) 923-1900.

What If I Am Satisﬁed With My Current Resume?
If you are already satisﬁed with your resume, live in the State
of Pennsylvania and want to share your availability with potential
employers, mail your resume to PASS and your resume will be
shared with prospective employers. Mail your resume to:
Polish American Social Services
Employment Outreach
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Fax to: (215) 922-1518
Email to: Staff@PolishAmericanSocialServices.com
For more information call PASS, Monday through Friday between
10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at: (215) 923-1900.

Attention Employers!
People seeking employment often contact PASS. The staff will
be pleased to alert job seekers of Job Openings that have been
reported.
If your place of employment is about to or has posted an
employment opportunity, kindly let PASS know. Call Monday
through Friday, between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. (215) 923-1900,
or send the job information to:
Attn: Employment Information
Polish American Social Services
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Kindly include qualiﬁcations needed, starting salary and where to
go for an application and interview.

Download and print archived editions of the
Polish American News from the Internet at:

PolishAmericanNews.com

There are many different individuals that may qualify for a rebate.
They must fall into one of the categories below and meet certain
income guidelines.
1. A person or their spouse that is 65 years of age or older, or
2. Widows or widowers 50 years of age or older, or
3. Permanently DISABLED individuals 18 years of age or older.
What are the income guidelines and how much of a rebate is
expected?
For Homeowners:
Income Range
$0 - $8,000
$8,001 - $15,000
$15,001 - $18,000
$18,001 - $35,000

Rebate Amount
$650
$500
$300
$250

For Renters:
Income Range
$0 - $8,000
$8,001 - $15,000

Rebate Amount
$650
$500

Note: Applicants can exclude one-half of all social security
income.
Spouses, personal representatives or estates may also ﬁle rebate
claims on behalf of claimants who live in the household and meet all
other eligibility criteria.
The maximum standard rebate is $650, but supplemental rebates for
qualifying homeowners can boost rebates to $975.
Due to program changes enacted in 2014 to ensure claimants aren’t
disqualiﬁed from rebates solely because of Social Security cost-ofliving-adjustments, homeowners and renters may be eligible for
rebates even if their eligibility income is greater than these limits.
Any homeowner who collected Social Security, and received a
property tax rebate last year should ﬁle a property tax rebate form
again this year. Kindly note: only 50% of your social security income
is counted for this rebate program. Any renter who collected Social
Security and received a rent rebate last year should apply again this
year. Kindly note: discounting 50% of your Social Security income
when applying for this rebate.
IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THAT YOU ONLY COUNT
ONE- HALF OF SOCIAL SECURITY, SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY
INCOME AND RAILROAD RETIREMENT TIER 1 BENEFITS WHEN
CALCULATING ELIGIBILITY INCOME.
For example, if your gross Social Security income for last year was
$20,000, the Property Tax Rent Rebate Program would count only
$10,000 toward eligibility requirements. All other income such as
salary, IRA payouts, pensions, dividends or interest is counted at
100%.
Do I ever have to repay this rebate or will a lien be placed on the
property?
No. Absolutely NOT! No Lien is placed on the property nor does the
rebate have to be repaid. Furthermore the rebate is not considered
as income for any other program.
Who do I call if I have questions or how can I get an application?
For more information, to get an application or to get help completing
the application call Polish American Social Services at
(215) 923-1900.
“PASS” works closely with the
Philadelphia Corporation for Aging to
provide information and assistance to
the elderly. For information regarding
services available in Philadelphia and
Southeastern Pennsylvania, call PCA’s
helpline number at (215) 765-9040 or PASS (215) 923-1900.

w w w. P C A C a r e s . o r g
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Ralph Modjeski (1861-1940)
Polish Immigrant Becomes
Famous Engineer and Bridge Builder
Ralph Modjeski, considered
“America’s greatest bridge
builder”, was born in Bochnia,
near the city of Krakow,
Poland on January 27, 1861.
He immigrated to America at
the age of 15 with his mother,
famous Shakespearean
actress, Helen Modjeska,
in July, 1876. Even though
Modjeski seemed destined
to become an accomplished
concert pianist, he went on
instead to become a highly
successful civil engineer and
“one of the twentieth century’s
most famous designers and
builders of bridges”. In 1929,
Modjeski was awarded the
John Fritz Gold Medal, the
highest American engineering medal, with a citation for his genius
in combining strength and beauty. He was also honored by the
Pennsylvania state legislature in 1966 by a resolution citing him as
one of America’s “greatest inventors”.
Despite his busy engineering career, he found time to relax playing
the piano for several hours daily. He remained professionally active
until 1936 and died in 1940. The bridge engineering consulting
ﬁrm established by Modjeski in 1893 continues to operate under
the name of Modjeski and Masters, with ofﬁces in Pennsylvania and
several other states.

Modjeski’s Major Accomplishments Include:
• Thebes Bridge over the Mississippi River at Thebes, Illinois
opened in 1904
• Benjamin Franklin Bridge between Philadelphia and
Camden, New Jersey - opened in 1926
(Considered Modjeski’s greatest achievement)
• Tacony-Palmyra Bridge over the Delaware River
in Northeast Philadelphia - opened in 1929
• Trans-Bay Bridge between San Francisco and Oakland,
California - opened in 1936
• Blue Water Bridge connecting Port Huron, Michigan with
Sarnia, Ontario, Canada - opened in 1938

Henryk Sienkiewicz 1846-1916
Regarded as "The Patriot
Novelist of Poland", a
Nobel Prize winner, Henryk
Sienkiewicz is perhaps best
known for his epic historical
novel Quo Vadis, which depicts
early Christianity and the
persecutions.
Raised during the era of
Poland's partitions and the
cultural oppression of the
nations surrounding this
vulnerable land, Sienkiewicz
attempted to fan the coals
of patriotism among his
countrymen. It has been
reported that Poles would pin
pages of Sienkiewicz's books to
their clothing as reminders of
their struggle for freedom.
Sienkiewicz pleaded on behalf of his oppressed compatriots by
addressing open letters to the governments and prominent men of
Europe, protesting against the acts of injustice which victimized his
nation. Notably, in 1901, he exposed the persecution of Polish school
children at the hands of the Prussian government.
Throughout his lifetime, Sienkiewicz sought to prepare his nation's
people to be citizens of a reborn country to which he pointed the way,
but did not live to see. Two years after his death, Poland's boundaries
were restored and once again assured her rightful place in the roster
of nations.
Among Sienkiewicz's other major literary works are: The Trilogy,
(composed of three historical novels set in the 17th Century, With
Fire and Sword, The Deluge, Fire in the Steppe), The Teutonic
Knights, In Desert and Wilderness and After Bread, Letters From
America. These last works were inspired by Siekiewicz's trip to
America.

The Polish Bridge Builder
by Kaya Mirecka Ploss, PhD
The Change of Name
In the history of bridges in the United States Ralph Modjeski’s name
will always be remembered. He was born Rudolf Modrzejewski in
Krakow in the year 1861. Early in his American career, Modrzejewski
changed his name to Ralph Modjeski. He found that Americans had
great difﬁculty pronouncing, spelling, or remembering his complex
Polish name. His mother, the famous Polish Shakespearian actress,
Helena Modrzejewska, who brought her family to the United States in
1876, had the same problem. Upon the earnest advise of her friends
she changed her name from Helena Modrzejewska to simply Madame
Modjeska.
Engineering Won
Ralph Modjeski’s European education, in addition to languages and
mathematics, included musical studies under Kazimierz Hofmann,
son of the world renowned pianist, Joseph Hofmann. Curiously,
during that same period Modjeski’s fellow student, was the
illustrious, Jan Ignacy Paderewski. Ralph Modjeski was an extremely
proﬁcient pianist; in seven lessons he had learned four of Kohler’s
etudes by heart and almost the entire sixth sonata by Mozart. If
Ralph Modjeski had chosen a career in music instead of engineering
the world might have gained a famous concert-pianist, but would
have lost one of the ﬁnest bridge designers.
Engineering won and Modjeski completed his education in his chosen
ﬁeld at the Ecole des Ponte et Chaussees in Paris. He graduated in
1885 leading his class with a degree in Civil Engineering. With his
mother, the famous Helena Modrzejewska, already in America, Ralph
returned to the United States and began his engineering career in
Chicago where he worked for seven years with one of the leading
bridge builders of that time, George S. Morison.
The First Bridge
In 1893, Modjeski decided to embark on private practice in the bridge
design ﬁeld. He obtained his ﬁrst major project - the design and
construction of a seven-span combined railway and highway bridge
over the Mississippi River, at Rock Island, Illinois.
Later Modjeski developed a set of standard bridges designs for the
Northern Paciﬁc Railroad. From this point he rapidly progressed,
designing an almost unbelievable number of this country’s ﬁnest
major bridges.
Frank M. Masters of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, was employed by
Modjeski in 1904. Twenty years later in 1924 Modjeski and Masters
formed a partnership. Today this ﬁrm continues to operate from
ofﬁces in Harrisburg, New Orleans, Chicago, and Washington, DC.
The Bay and Ben Franklin Bridges
Time does not permit listing the many bridges in which Modjeski and
his partners were involved. It is also signiﬁcant to note that Ralph
Modjeski was often called upon as a consultant and adviser. After
several disastrous failures in the construction of the world’s longest
cantilever-truss rail bridge in Quebec, Canada, Ralph Modjeski
was called upon and brought the project to a successful conclusion
in 1918. Modjeski was also chairman of the board of consulting
engineers in charge of the design and construction of the great eight
mile long BAY BRIDGE in San Francisco, which was ﬁnished in
1937.
In Pennsylvania, Modjeski designed what at that time was the
longest suspension bridge in the world - the present BEN FRANKLIN
BRIDGE in Philadelphia. Excitement reigned in that city on the day
President Calvin Coolidge, assisted by the Army corps of Engineers,
opened the bridge across the Delaware River.

Ben Franklin Bridge
He Helped Build America
Only a few years later Modjeski designed the unusual, tied-arch
Tacony-Palmyra Bridge further upstream on the Delaware. Some of
Pennsylvania’s most interesting bridges have been designed by Ralph
Modjeski and his partners. Many of them won national awards for
their artistry of design. Graceful lines, arches, and staunch utility
have always characterized Modjeski’s work. Almost all of the bridges
that Modjeski and his partners designed are still in use.
Rudolf Modrzejewski, a.k.a. Ralph Modjeski, was almost 80 years old
when he died in 1940. He was one of the many illustrious men that
were born in Poland and helped to build America.
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Plan Now For A Successful

40th Anniversary Celebration of

Polish American Heritage Month
National Headquarters: Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106
Telephone: (215) 922-1700 - Internet: PolishAmericanCenter.com

Proud to Support the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Major Museum Sponsors
Michael Blichasz & Family
Caroline Ciesielka
Czerw’s Kielbasy
Hon. Bernice Soban DeAngelis
John & Mary Alice Groch
Walter & Barbara Ilnicki
Edward & Maria Jodzio
Richard & Dorothy Klimek
Casimir Kowalski
John & Cynthia Krakowiak

Dear Members, Friends and Supporters,
In 2021, we mark the 413th Anniversary of the arrival of the
first Polish settlers at Jamestown, Virginia, in October 1608.
Polish people remain an important part of America’s history and
culture and live in all 50 states.
This year we also mark the 40th Anniversary of the founding
of October as Polish American Heritage Month, an event which
began in Philadelphia and became a national celebration of Polish
history, culture and pride.
In 2021, we also mark the 1,055th Anniversary of documented
Polish history, the 402nd Anniversary of the first labor strike in
America at Jamestown, VA, staged by Polish Settlers.
All Polish American organizations are encouraged to plan Polish
American Heritage Month events in your local community and invite
people to view the information on PolishAmericanHeritageMonth.
com. On that site there is information about the First Polish Settlers
in America, October 1, 1608 • History of General Casimir Pulaski,
Father of the American Cavalry • Things to Do During October
“Polish American Heritage Month” • Polish American Heritage Month
Posters • Tracing Your Heritage • Recent Editions of the Polish
American News with Historic Reflections • Some Reasons Why Polish
Americans are Important to the “Great Mosaic of America.”

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.
National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
Doylestown, PA
Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union
Theresa Romanowski
Joseph Slabinski – Slabinski/Sucharski Funeral Home
In Memory of Josephine Soban
Sandra Tomaszewski – Tomaszewski Funeral Home
In Memory of Dorothy L. Walunas
Joseph Walunas

One way that you can help us spread the word is by welcoming
family and friends to join the Museum’s email list. The guest book
registration form is on the front page of the Museum’s Internet site
at: PolishAmericanCenter.com. As you read the articles in the
Polish American News, we ask that you spread the word to others.
Your participation is always appreciated. Best wishes to you
and yours as you plan for an enjoyable Polish American Heritage
Month celebration! If you need additional information, contact the
committee by telephone at: (215) 922-1700, Monday through Friday,
11 A.M. to 3 P.M. or email us at:
Committee@PolishAmericanHeritageMonth.com

In Memory of

Dorothy L. Walunas
From Joseph S. Walunas
Memorial Tribute to

Renee J. Kowalski
Katarzyna Kowalski and Stanislaw Kowalski
offered by

Casimir Kowalski

Tomaszewski Funeral Home

In Memory of

Frank Romanowski
August 3, 1914 • May 22, 1996
Offered by Daughter

Theresa Romanowski
Memorials in Memory of
Edward C. Tomaszewski, Inc. Funeral Home
2728-30 East Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19134-5999

(215) 739-6624

Dolores Bartosiewicz
Rose Ozor
Michael Zerumskas
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Polish American Cultural Center Exhibit Hall Sponsors Business Directory
Auto Body Shop

Organizations

Restaurants

Syrena Auto Body Shop

Polish American Congress
Eastern Pennsylvania District
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106 • 215-922-1700

There’s No Place Like the Neighborhood
2535-37 Castor Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-744-1531

6201 Oxford Avenue • Philadelphia, PA
(215) 535-6606
691 Bethlehem Pike • Montgomeryville, PA
(215) 361-1900
See ad in this newsletter.

Engineering Services
Tantala Associates, LLC
Engineers & Architects
6200 Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19135

215-289-4600 • www.tantala.com
Albert M. Tantala, Sr., P.E.
Peter J. Tantala, P.E.
Albert M. Tantala, Jr., AIA

Funeral Directors
Slabinski/Sucharski Funeral Home, Inc.
2614 Orthodox Street
Philadelphia, PA 19137
215-744-2700

Edward C. Tomaszewski
Funeral Home, Inc.
Two of Port Richmond’s Most Modern and
Spacious Chapels at One Location
2728-30 E. Allegheny Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-739-6624

Life Insurance
Organizations
Polish Beneﬁcial Association
A Fraternal Life Insurance Society
Serving Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, & Delaware
Main Ofﬁce: 2595 Orthodox Street
Philadelphia, PA 19137 • 215-535-2626

Polish National Alliance
America’s Largest
National Fraternal Organization
National Ofﬁce: 6100 N. Cicero Avenue
Chicago, IL 60646 • 1-800-621-3723

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
National Fraternal Beneﬁt Society

Main Ofﬁce: 984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642 • 1-800-772-8632
www.prcua.org

Visit the
National Shrine of
Our Lady of Czestochowa
“America’s Czestochowa”
654 Ferry Road
Doylestown, PA
Telephone: 215-345-0600
Internet: PolishShrine.com

Polish & Slavic
Federal Credit Union

www.PSFCU.com

Applebees

Ask for a frequent diner card • Your 11th Meal Free!

See ad in this newsletter.
Polish American Heritage Association
of Delaware County
St. Hedwig’s Society, Chester, PA

Rooﬁng

Polish National Alliance, Lodge #650
2201 N. Bent Lane
Aston, PA 19014 • 484-995-0597

Siding, Windows & Doors
Free Estimate • 10 Year Guarantee
215-464-6425 - See ad in this newsletter.
PA Consumer Registration #PA010759

Union Rooﬁng

Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk, Roxborough
& Surrounding Areas Group

Helen Cyzio - (215) 482-3040

Second Street Polish Society
P.O. Box 37107
Philadelphia, PA 19148

Thank You
for Supporting
Our Advertisers.
Kindly Let them know
that you saw them
listed in the
Polish American News!

We ask that you support the
advertisers in the

Polish American News
and call the

Museum Exhibit Hall
for more information.
Call: Monday - Friday
11 A.M. to 3 P.M.
(215) 922-1700
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From the Desk of
Michael Blichasz
American Workers Advocate

Reverse the Supply Chain
in the United States!

Host of Saturday Variety Program at 11 A.M.
& American Workers Radio, Wednesdays at 11 A.M.
860 AM Radio, WWDB • Philadelphia, PA
I welcome you to review the information from
my recent weekly commentaries and ask that
you share this information with others.

If ever there was an opportunity to reverse the Supply Chain of
products sold in the United States and make more in America, it
is NOW!

AmericanWorkersNeedYou.com

Wave of Change in America!
If you are among the millions of people supporting the Buy
American Made Campaign you can feel good about being part of
the positive “Wave of Change in America.” I would like to see the
National News Media report more on the Wave of Change in America
and the need to restore long term jobs in the United States so
every American has job opportunities.
Just a few years ago
people were not that
concerned about the effects
of outsourcing America’s
industries to foreign
countries. Many people
thought that the service
oriented economy would grow and sustain America so they dismissed
concerns about industries and jobs leaving the United States. Today,
people see things differently so they are looking more at labels
and requesting American made where they shop.
As Americans speak up and make their concerns known, it would
be good if more television, radio broadcasts and social media sources
reported on our efforts so business owners and purchasing agents
could hear more often that the American people want a Wave of
Change in America to continue.
The “Made in America” label is clear evidence that Americans
are employed from the point of production to the point of sale. When
the label identiﬁes an item as foreign made, that means Americans
are mainly employed with sales, and shipping and handling jobs.
It’s up to AMERICA’S CONSUMERS to help restore a 50-50
balance between American and foreign made so we can all see an
unbelievable change in job opportunities and in America’s over-all
economy.

Every business that
manufactures and
distributes products in the
United States appreciates
the customers who are
purchasing their products.
These businesses employ
tens-of-millions of American workers, and their products proudly
list that they are made in the United States of America. As we saw
during the coronavirus pandemic, operating a business of any size
in the United States is difﬁcult and takes a lot of time, investment
and commitment to maintain and keep people employed.
For several years our supporters have been urging America’s
businesses to expand their product lines and relocate more of their
manufacturing in the U.S.A. Our goal is to have thousands of NEW
products made in America available to compete with the imported
products that now overwhelm America’s stores. We are not against
imported products; we simply want more of a balance of products
sold in America’s stores so we have the choice of what we decide to
purchase.
Presently, foreign made merchandisers control a large portion of
the supply chain of what is sold in America. Many people remember
when 90% of the items sold in America’s stores were made in
America. Within a 30 year period that supply chain was broken
and reversed to the point that up to 90% of many items in our
stores today are foreign made. Help us change this reality by
looking for, asking for, and purchasing the items that you need
that are made and assembled in the United States proudly displaying
the Made in U.S.A label.
Thanks for your participation.

Kindly spread the word. Best wishes to you and yours for an
enjoyable summer.

America’s Consumers Create the Demand!
As we approach the beginning of another month, I once again urge
you to support our National Small Business Weekend effort and
shop at your local businesses throughout the year and especially
during the First Weekend of every month so they can keep people
employed and allow them to remain a vibrant part of your local
economy. We all see the difﬁculties the coronavirus pandemic has
caused to Americans and America’s economy, so we welcome the
return to normalcy now taking place across the United States.
The National Small
Business Weekend effort
helps bring attention
to the fact that local
businesses are in tough
competition with much
larger stores that can
buy in large quantities
and receive a quantity
discount from their
suppliers. As you shop at
your local stores, you also
have the opportunity to let store owners and store managers know
that you are a supporter of the Buy American Made Campaign, and
as a customer, you are asking them to seek out more American
made products from their suppliers.
We all know that our requests for American made items at major
retail stores will be given the traditional answer, “I’m only here to
sell what the store has to offer”. However, at your local stores you
are mainly speaking to people who own or manage the store and
have a personal stake in honoring the requests of customers. For
more information about National Small Business Weekend, visit:
NationalSmallBusinessWeekend.com.

Create and Save American Jobs online at:

MadeInAmericaStore.com
For Store Locations
and Hours, Call us at:

1-800-284-0384

We Have More Power Than We Realize!
When it comes to spending our money the way we choose, We
Have More Power than we realize.
Throughout the coronavirus pandemic,
most American consumers had the
opportunity to look more closely at what
they purchased. Many people report they
can’t get over how much they have been
spending on products that beneﬁt foreign manufacturers and foreign
workers instead of what they thought were still being made and
circulated by America’s industries and American workers.
Responses from our radio, newspaper and social media
commentaries indicate that most Americans were so busy keeping
up with day-to-day life, looking at labels was not part of their daily
routine. Additionally, Americans are concerned that so many of
their local businesses have closed down or downsized during
the pandemic and agree that our focus on American made and
supporting America’s businesses must be promoted by government
leaders, business leaders and America’s consumers together.
By spending our hard earned dollars wisely and supporting
efforts like the Buy American Made Campaign, businesses in the
United States can grow and expand their product lines to meet the
demands of their customers.
With your support we will see more American made items
become available side-by-side in America’s stores as we reach our
goals. So when you’re out shopping, look for, ask for and purchase
the items you need that are made in the United States of
America. Thanks for your participation.
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