
Polonia Bids Farewell to Acclaimed Polish
Writer, Ryszard Kapuscinski

Ryszard Kapuscinski, an
internationally-renowned Polish journalist
and writer,  died on January 23, 2007, at
the age of 74, shortly after undergoing heart
surgery.

He was born in 1932 in Pinsk, Eastern
Poland, and educated in Warsaw. His first
trip outside of Poland was to India at the
age of 23.

 In the 1950’s and early 1960’s he
launched his career in journalism.  In those
years he served as the sole Africa

correspondent for the Polish Press Agency (PAP), reporting on the
upheaval across the continent as African nations shook off
colonial rule and declared independence.  He was Poland’s only
foreign correspondent who witnessed and reported 27 wars in 50
countries.

His first book, The Polish Bush, which consisted of stories of
the Polish frontier, was published in 1962 and became an
immediate bestseller.  He was regarded by many as Poland’s most
famous living writer, who gained international acclaim for his
books chronicling wars, coups and revolutions in Africa, the
Middle East and other parts of the world, and with books
translated into 30 languages.  Several of Kapuscinski’s books were
translated into English, the first being The Emperor, probably his
most popular book, a chronicle of the decline of Haile Selassie’s
regime in Ethiopia and widely interpreted by Polish readers as a
criticism of Poland’s Communist regime.

He is survived by his wife, Alicja, and a daughter who lives in
Canada.

Polonia Remembers Dr. Morley Leyton
People across America and in Poland

who treasure the art of Polish folk
dancing are very familiar with the
name Morley Leyton, the founder of
the Janosik Polish folk dancers.  Born
in Butler, PA, on April 2, 1931, Morley
spent his childhood in Mount Vernon,
NY, where he was active in gymnastics.
As a serviceman in Germany he
experienced folk dancing for the first
time.  This experience inspired him to
become a professional dancer and study
ballet and character dance upon his

return to New York, where he attended the Juilliard School of
Music and the Metropolitan Opera Ballet School in New York.

Morley was known internationally as a teacher of Polish dance
and presented workshops on Polish dance in 25 U.S. states from
coast to coast, as well as in five Canadian provinces and Puerto
Rico.  He produced six records of Polish dance music and many
publications on Polish dances and folklore.  He choreographed
numerous dances for Janosik and the folk dance community that
are still being performed today.

Morley will always be remembered for his love of dance and his
desire to share that love by teaching others to dance.  In addition
to extablishing the Janosik folk dance group in 1971, Leyton’s
other notable achievements include winning, with his wife
Monique, Pennsylvania Polka dance championships in 2003
and 2004 and a performance at one of President Nixon’s
inaugural balls in 1973.

In addition to his international performances, he and his group
frequently participated in various local events sponsored by the
Polish American Congress, Eastern Pennsylvania District, and
other organizations.  His dedication to preserving truly authentic
elements of Polish folk dance has inspired members of Janosik to
keep the group’s tradition alive for years to come.  Polonia
extends condolences to his wife, Monique, and his sons Gerald
and Jacek.

Polonia Bids Farewell to Frank Frysiek
Francis J. “Frank” Frysiek, 85, formerly of

Roxborough and long-time member of St.
Ladislaus Parish, passed away on Sunday,
May 27, 2007.

Mr. Frysiek attended St. Ladislaus
Parochial School, Simon Gratz High School,
and was a graduate of La Salle University.

He served in the U.S. Marine Corps during
World War II.  In December, 1977, he retired,
after 36 years of U.S. Federal Service, of
which 21 years were with the Internal Revenue Service, where he
was an instructor for 9 years.

Frank Frysiek was an active parishioner of St. Ladislaus
Church.  He served as an usher, lector, Eucharistic Minister and a
member of the Parish Finance Committee.  He was the President
of the United Societies of St. Ladislaus and founder of the St.
Ladislaus Senior Citizens where he served as Vice President for
15 years.

An active member of the Polish American Congress, Eastern PA
District, Mr. Frysiek had served as its Vice President, and also
had served on the Pulaski Day Observance Committee as General
Chairman. He had also been honored as the Pulaski Parade Grand
Marshal.

Frank was a former Vice President of the Polish Beneficial
Association (PBA), a fraternal life insurance society serving
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware.  He served as the 27th
Quadrennial Convention secretary and held chairman positions
on several committees during the Polish Beneficial Association
Quadrenial Conventions.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Friday, June 1, at St.
Josaphat Church with interment at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

The Polish American Congress, Eastern PA District, and the
entire Polonia extend condolences to his wife of 61 years,
Anastasia, his children, Frank and Ray, 6 grandchildren,
and the entire Frysiek family.  May he rest in peace.
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Zbigniew Brzezinski Presents Latest Book
On April 17, 2007, the

Honorable Zbigniew Brzezinski
visited the World Affairs Council
in Philadelphia where he
presented his latest book, The
Crisis of American Super Power.
President Jimmy Carter ’s
National Security Advisor,
Brzezinski currently serves
as a counselor and trustee at the

Center for Strategic and International Study and Professor of
American Foreign Policy at the School of Advanced International
Studies at Johns Hopkins University.

Brzezinski pointed out that Eastern Europe, including Poland,
should be treated as a U.S. partner in foreign policy. The
traditional relationship of U.S. power and policy has to be
changed due to the new political and economic situation in
Europe and Poland.

Written in a highly readable style, Brzezinski’s book reviews
the last three presidential administrations - George H. W. Bush,
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush, showing that these three U.S.
Presidents have been de facto leaders of the world.  Dr.
Brzezinski concluded his presentation by offering
recommendations on how America can regain its global stature
in today’s era of world globalization, competition and environment
of terror.  In his remarks, Brzezinski was sharply critical of the
war in Iraq.

This book is particularly interesting for the Polonia because it
is written by a very prominent Polish American who knows
Poland and Polish issues.  This event was attended by Dr. Janusz
Romanski, Dr. Malgorzata Romanski, Paul Sosnowski, Esq. and
Regina Gorzkowska.

The PAC, Eastern Pennsylvania District, congratulates Dr.
Zbigniew Brzezinski on the publication of his most recent book.

(Pictured are Dr. Janusz Romanski and Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski.)
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