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July 11, 1926 - Reginald Lisowski (Born)

Reginald Lisowski was better known by his 
professional wrestling ring name, “The Crusher”.  
Legend has it that the name came about when 
a promoter made an off-hand comment that he 
“just crushes everybody.”  His barrel-chested 
physique stuck with him for most of his career, 

and he won many wrestling titles, including the World Heavyweight 
Championship three times.

July 12, 1970 - Gerald Ostroski (Born)

Gerald Ostroski born in Collegeville, PA, is a former 
American football offensive lineman who played for the 
Buffalo Bills in the National Football League. He played 
college football at Tulsa University. Ostroski currently 
helps coach the offensive line for Holland Hall School in 
Tulsa, OK.

July 13, 1889 - Stanley Coveleski (Born)

Stanley Anthony Coveleski, was a Major League 
Baseball pitcher who played for the Philadelphia 
Athletics, the Cleveland Indians and the Washington 
Senators.  Stanley Coveleski was famous for his 
spitball and one of the 17 pitchers allowed to continue 
to throw this pitch after it was outlawed in 1920.  He 

was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1969 and the National 
Polish American Hall of Fame in 1976.

July 14, 1886 - Jozef Zawadzki (Born)

Jozef Zawadzki was a famous physical chemist and 
technologist.  His daughter Anna Zawadzka became a 
leader of the Polish scouting movement.

July 15, 1894 - Tadeusz Sendzimir (Born)

Tadeusz Sendzimir was an engineer and inventor with 
120 patents in mining and metalwork.  His name has 
been given to revolutionary methods of processing steel 
and metals used in every industrialized nation of the 
world.  He died in Waterbury, CT.

July 16, 1971 - Edward Kowalczyk (Born)

Edward Joel Kowalczyk is the lead singer for the band 
Live. He claims to be influenced by the writer Jiddu 
Krishnamurti and integral thinker Ken Wilber, and his 
lyrics reflect his mystical and spiritual tendency. He 
has influenced bands such as Daughtry, Matchbox 
Twenty and Breaking Benjamin.

July 17, 1976 - Dagmara Dominczyk (Born)

Polish-born American actress, Dagmara Dominczyk, 
was born this day in Kielce, Poland. Dagmara found 
herself in New York City after her family was expelled 
from Poland for her father’s involvement in the 
Solidarity Movement.  She is best known for her role 
as Mercedes in the 2002 movie The Count of Monte 
Cristo.

July 18, 1890 - Patryota (First Published)

We remember Philadelphia’s first Polish 
language publication printed on this day in 
1890.  The newspaper was called the Patryota 
or “Patriot” and helped meet the needs of the 
thousands of Polish immigrants already living 
in Philadelphia.

July 19, 1894 - Jerzy Pajackowski-Dydynski (Born)

Jerzy Pajaczkowski-Dydynski was a career military 
officer serving in World War I, the Polish War against 
Soviet Russia under General Haller in 1920-1921 and 
World War II.  He is known as having been the oldest 
man in the United Kingdom at the time of his death at 
111 years old.

Jul 20, 1936 - Barbara Mikulski (Born)

Barbara Ann Mikulski is an American politician 
of the Democratic Party, and the Senior Senator 
from the state of Maryland. Maryland’s first female 
senator, she is currently the most senior female 
Senator, having served since 1987, and ranking 18th 
(out of 100) in seniority. She received 1,504,691 votes 
in her 2004 reelection campaign, the largest number 
of votes to date for a Senate candidate in Maryland.

July 21, 1935 - Myron “Moe” Drabowsky (Born)

Myron Walter “Moe” Drabowsky was born in Ozanna 
Poland.  He was a well known right-handed relief 
pitcher in Major League Baseball and played for 
several teams including the Chicago Cubs, Baltimore 
Orioles and the Chicago White Sox.  In 1987, Moe 
returned to Poland as a baseball ambassador to 
help his birth nation form its first team for Olympic 
Competition.

July 22, 1983 - Martial Law (Ended)

Martial law in Poland (Polish: Stan wojenny w 
Polsce, “the state of war”) refers to the period of 
time from December 13, 1981 to July 22, 1983 
when the government of the People’s Republic 
of Poland drastically restricted normal life by 
introducing martial law in an attempt to crush 
the political opposition against Communist rule in Poland.

July 23, 1829 - Wojciech Boguslawski (Died)

Wojciech Boguslawski, born in Glinno village, near 
Poznan, was a Polish actor, theater director and 
playwright. Known as the Polish-Enlightenment “Father 
of Polish Theater,” he was the director of the National 
Theater (Teatr Narodowy), 1783–85, 1790–94 and 
1799–1814. Boguslawski died in Warsaw in 1829.

July 24, 1909 - Jerzy Rozycki (Born)

Jerzy Rozycki was a mathematician and cryptologist, 
who along with fellow mathematicians Henryk Zygalski 
and Marian Rejewski, made up the three-man team who 
cracked the German Enigma code during World War II.

July 25, 1831 - Maria Szmanowska (Died)

Maria Szmanowska was noted as the first virtuosa 
pianist and also was considered by some as the best 
female piano performers ever.

July 26, 1844 - Stefan Drzewiecki (Born)

Stefan Drzewiecki was a Polish scientist and engineer 
who distinguished himself internationally in aviation 
and ship building.  He also invented the kilometric 
counters for taxi cabs.

July 27, 1956 - Dave Dombrowski (Born)

Dave Dombrowski is the current president, 
CEO, and general manager of the Major League 
baseball team, the Detroit Tigers. Dombrowski 
signed free agents such as catcher Iván 
Rodríguez, left-handed pitcher Kenny Rogers, 
and outfielder Magglio Ordóñez, whose ninth-
inning home run in ALCS Game 4 catapulted 
Detroit to the pennant.

July 28, 1961 - Scott Parazynski (Born)

Scott Parazynski, from Little Rock, AR, is a 
distinguished Polish American and astronaut for 
NASA. Dr. Parazynski has logged over 1,381 hours 
(over 8 weeks) in space, including over 47 hours of EVA 
(Extra-vehicular activity) during 7 spacewalks, and has 
traveled over 23 million miles.

July 29, 2002 - Charles Wysocki (Died)

Charles Wysocki was a Polish American artist 
famous for his primitive Americana artwork.  
Wysocki is well known for his posters, prints, 
greeting cards, puzzles and calendars.

July 30, 1619 - Polish Setlers (First Labor Strike)

The first Polish settlers in Jamestown, VA, 
organized the FIRST labor strike on July 30, 1619, 
to protest their lack of participation in the new 
Virginia government.  The assembly realized the 
importance of the Polish settlers and granted them 
representation in the new government of the Virginia 
colony.

July 31, 1959 - Michael Bielecki (Born)

Michael Joseph Bielecki (born July 31, 
1959 in Baltimore, Maryland) is a former 
professional baseball player who pitched in 
the Major Leagues from 1984–1997. He was 
drafted by the Pittsburgh Pirates in the first 
round (8th pick) of the 1979 amateur draft 
(Secondary Phase). He made his debut on 

September 14, 1984. His final game was on August 16. 1997.

July 10, 1835 - Henryk Wieniawski (Born)

Henryk Wieniawski was considered a violinist of genius 
and wrote some of the most important works in the 
violin repertoire.  He passed away in 1880. Poland has 
honored Wieniawski by placing his portrait on postage 
stamps in 1952 and 1957, and on a 100 zloty coin in 
1979.  Every fifth year since 1952, Poland hosts the 
International Henryk Wieniawski Violin Competition.
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