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Marcella Kochanska-Sembrich Chorus 
Takes Top Prize

 The Philadelphia-based Marcella 
Kochanska-Sembrich Female Chorus, 
No. 321, a member chorus of the Polish 
Singers Alliance of America (PSAA) placed 
first in choral competition in the female 
chorus category and first overall of the 
eight competing choruses 
in the mixed, male and female chorus 
categories!  Recall, the chorus placed first 
in choral competition in the female chorus 
category in 2014, during the International 
Convention in Dearborn, MI.

 Polish music and song filled the air in 
Passaic, NJ, and environs on May 30, 
2015. Under the baton of both David Zagorski of Philadelphia and 
Janusz Sporek of the Music Education Center of Brooklyn, NY, the 
Chorus took part in the 64th Convention of District Seven, PSAA, 
which was hosted by the Chopin Singing Society, a men’s chorus, 
of Passaic, NJ, along with choruses from Connecticut, New York 
and New Jersey.  Next year’s PSAA District Seven convention and 
competition will take place in Brooklyn, NY, hosted by the Jutrzenka 
Chorus, a female chorus.   The (PSAA) international convention, 
held every three years, will take place, here in Philadelphia in 2017, 
to be hosted by the Marcella Kochanska Sembrich Chorus.   

 Organized in 1988 as the Paderewski Female Chorus, the chorus 
changed its name to promote the renown of Polish-born soprano, 
Marcella Kochanska-Sembrich, who was the reigning coloratura on 
the Metropolitan opera stage from 1898-1909.  Madame Sembrich 
taught at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia and the 
Juilliard School of Music, NY.  She was considered the greatest 
coloratura of her day.

 New members are always welcome.  Consider joining this family 
of singers who are dedicated to promoting Polish song and to each 
other.   Chorus rehearsals are held every Monday evening from 7:30 
to 9:30 pm at the Associated Polish Home, 9150 Academy Road, in 
northeast Philadelphia. Choral Director, David Zagorski, creates the 
perfect atmosphere for learning—there’s lots of laughter, too! 
The Chorus is preparing for its annual appearance in the Pulaski 
Day Parade and its annual Christmas Concert in December 13, 
2015, at the Associated Polish Home.  For additional information, 
kindly contact Dolores Czaplicka at 215-633-0560.  For information 
on PSAA District choruses, contact publicity chair, Barbara Blyskal:  
EBBlyskal2@aol.com.

Listen to Live or Re-Broadcasts of the Polish American 
Radio Program anytime on the Internet from 

PolishAmericanRadioProgram.com

Pawlowski Announces Run for U.S. Senate
     ALLENTOWN, Pa. — On April 30, 
Allentown Mayor Ed Pawlowski met with 
supporters at the West End Pulaski Club 
in Pittsburgh to announce his candidacy 
for U.S. Senator from Pennsylvania in 
2016. Pittsburgh was one of a number 
of stops the three-term mayor made in 
the last weeks across the state to greet 
supporters and announce his campaign. 

     Pawlowski has served with distinction 
as mayor of Pennsylvania’s third largest 
city since 2006, building a reputation as a 
leader who can reach across the aisle and 
work with the private sector to get things 
done. 

 “I look forward to listening to voters 
and sharing with them the story of success we’ve had in Allentown 
in solving real problems for real people in a real way. We didn’t 
wait on Washington or Harrisburg to get things done. We rolled up 
our sleeves and we got things done,” Pawlowski said as part of his 
announcement. 

 Darek Barcikowski, a Polish American political strategist, will be 
assisting with fundraising and constituency community outreach. He 
is the executive director of the nonpartisan American Polish Advisory 
Council in Washington, D.C. and the publisher and managing 
partner of White Eagle Media, which produces Polish American 
newspapers in eight states.

 When Pawlowski was elected mayor, Allentown was a struggling 
city with an escalating crime rate, a shrinking police force, an $8 
million budget deficit and very little new economic development on 
the horizon.

 Through Pawlowski’s leadership, Allentown became an example in 
Pennsylvania of how to break the cycle of urban decay and overcome 
the country’s worst economic crisis since the Great Depression.
Pawlowski has been meeting with members of the Polish American 
community both inside and outside of Pennsylvania over the last 
weeks and will soon announce the formation of a Polish Americans 
for Pawlowski National Steering Committee which will be a part of his 
campaign. 

 Pawlowski’s grandmother emigrated from Poland in 1903 when 
she was just 19 years old. His parents were small business owners 
who operated a Polish restaurant in Chicago, where Ed grew up 
and attended school. Growing up, Ed recalls that Polish heritage 
and values were a big part of family life. Ed married his college 
sweetheart Lisa who is a community activist and a social worker. 
They have two children. Mayor Ed Pawlowski is a supportive 
member of the Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Historic 
Philadelphia, PA.

Article courtesy of Polam Journal
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A M E R I C A N
 Place your business ad in the next edition of the Polish American 
News.  For more information, call 215-922-1700, Monday through 
Friday, 9 A.M. to 5 P.M.

There’s No Place Like The Neighborhood

2535-37 Castor Avenue (Castor & Aramingo)
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-744-1531

Stop in and ask for a frequent dinner card
Your 11th Meal Free!

From left to right: Janusz 
Sporek, Debbie Majka and 
David Zagorski

Marcella Kochanska Sembrich Female Chorus #321 along with David 
Zagorski and Janusz Sporek.

• Titles & Tags
• Instant Registrations
• Boats
• Fishing Licenses
• Insurances
• MVR Records

The One Stop Shop For All Of Your Auto Tag Needs

2536 E. Allegheny Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134

(215) 427-1820
(215) 427-1832

Visit us at: PatsAutoTags.com

Special Greetings from

Leon A. Mankowski, Esq.
Attorney-At-Law


