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July 1, 1926 - Benjamin Franklin Bridge 
(opened)

Opened in 1926, the Benjamin Franklin 
Bridge was built by Ralph Modjeski, a 
proud son of Poland.  It was a proud 
day for Modjeski, especially as more and 
more Poles immigrated to America to 
be part of the Industrial Revolution and 

America’s great ethnic mosaic.  Polish workers were part of the team 
that helped Modjeski build the bridge which was fi rst named the 
Delaware River Bridge.

July 2, 1923 - Wislawa Szymborska (Born)

Wislawa Szymborska was a Polish poet, essayist 
and translator.  As the winner of the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 1996, and numerous other awards, 
Wislawa Szymborska is considered one of the most 
important Polish poets of our time.

July 3, 1879 - Alfred Korzybski (Born)

Alfred Korzybski developed the theory of General 
Semantics, which states that human beings are 
limited in what they know by (1) the structure of 
their nervous system and (2) the structure of their 
languages.  Alfred Korzybski published many books 
in the United States and lived in Lakeville, CT until 
his death in 1950.

July 4, 1934 - Marie Sklodowska Curie (Died)

A noted chemist and physicist, Marie Sklodowska 
Curie was born in Warsaw, Poland, on November 
7, 1867.  The Marie Curie-Sklodowska Institute 
in Lublin, Poland was founded in 1944 to further 
scientifi c research and learning.  The Marie Curie-
Sklodowska Institute also has a Polish Language 
and Culture Center with excellent courses in Polish 
language, culture, folklore and folk dancing.

July 5, 1879 - Wanda Landowska (Born)

Wanda Landowska was a Polish harpsichordist whose 
performances, teachings, recordings and writings 
played a large role in reviving the popularity of 
that instrument in the early 20th century.  Wanda 
Landowska, who spent her last years in Connecticut, 
was the fi rst person to record Bach’s Goldberg 
Variations on the harpsichord.

July 6, 2000 - Wladyslaw Szpilman (Died)

Wladyslaw Szpilman was a Polish pianist and 
composer.  He is well known as the protagonist of 
the Roman Polanski fi lm, “The Pianist”, based on 
Szpilman’s autobiographical book recounting how he 
survived during World War II.

July 7, 1980 - Marika Dominczyk (Born)

Marika Dominczyk is a Polish-born American actress 
who has appeared in such fi lms as the Forty Year Old 
Virgin and many television series including ABC’s 
Brothers & Sisters. Marika landed the lead role of 
Lara in “I Hope They Serve Beer in Hell”. 

July 8, 1925 - Dr. Alina Szczesniak (Born)

Dr. Alina Szczesniak emigrated to the United States 
and became the world’s leading authority on food 
texture.  She was a food scientist and researcher for 
General Foods Corporation for 34 years.

July 9, 1926 - John Dingell (Born)

We salute Representative John Dingell of Michigan, son 
of Polish immigrants and currently the longest serving 
member of the House of Representatives, for holding 
the second-longest term of service in the House ever.  
Sto Lat Representative Dingell!

June 30, 1911 - Czeslaw Milosz (Born)

Czeslaw Milosz was an internationally respected 
Polish poet who received the 1980 Nobel Prize in 
Literature.  In 1960, Czeslaw Milosz immigrated to 
America and settled in California.  He became an 
American citizen and was a teacher at the University 
of California, Berkeley.  In addition to his many 
poems, he wrote a work of non-fi ction, “The Captive 
Mind” which is available in book stores all over the world. 
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Museum’s Historic Refl ections Project Part 3 Society of Polish American Travel Agents (SPATA) 
Spring 2016 Conference in Philadelphia, PA.

 During the weekend of May 21, 2016, 
the Society of Polish American Travel 
Agents (SPATA) held its 2016 Spring 
Conference at the Polish American Cultural 
Center Museum at 308 Walnut Street in 
the heart of Historic Philadelphia. Honorata 
Pierwola, President of SPATA, reported that 
guests representing many travel agencies 
enjoyed the conference, tours of historic 
Philadelphia, and the excellent food and 
refreshments enjoyed at their conference, 
provided courtesy of the prominent Polish-
American community in Philadelphia.

The guests enjoyed visiting one of the largest cities in Pennsylvania, 
a city with a rich and distinguished history, including once having 
been the capital of the United States and the home of Polish hero 
Thaddeus Kosciuszko, facts which set it apart from other cities in the 
United States. This connection between Polish and American history 
makes it fi tting that members of the Society of Polish American Travel 
Agents chose Philadelphia as the meeting place for the 2016 58th 
Spring Conference. The Conference goals were twofold: to facilitate 
the exchange of views on various issues among members of SPATA 
and to clarify future plans in the organization.

 The meeting took place in the Polish American Cultural Center 
Museum which features pieces of Polish history, such as displays of 
Polish religious icons, including a bust of Saint John Paul II and a 
painting of Our Lady of Czestochowa, as well as oil portraits of well-
known secular fi gures, including the legendary composer Chopin and 
champion of Polish independence, Jozef Pilsudski.

 In the exhibit space, among the aforementioned displays and other 
remembrances of Polish culture, SPATA president Honorata Pierwola 
welcomed the organization’s new members from Virginia, New York, 
and New Jersey, active members, and honorary meeting participants. 
As the meeting drew to a close, Mrs. Pierwola, on behalf of SPATA’s 
Board of Directors, awarded a commemorative plaque to longtime 
activist and former Board member Mr. Mitchell Bienia of Kniola 
Travel Bureau, based in Cleveland, Ohio.

 For more information about SPATA and its activities, please visit: 
spata.org

SPATA Executive Committee members are welcomed by Museum President Michael 
Blichasz.  From left to right: Grazyna Bachorowski, Maria Dedza, Michael Blichasz, 
Peter Pachacz, Honorata Pierwola; President of SPATA, Janina Tyra, Zofi a Strzalka 
and Wanda Poznecka.

Honorata Pierwola, Michael Blichasz, Szymon Pekala, Vice Consul of the Republic 
of Poland, and Krystyna Bienia, extend congratulations to Mitchell Bienia of Kniola 
Travel Bureau, who received the 2016 SPATA award.

Honorata Pierwola, 
SPATA President
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