POLISH
AMERICAN

ne w s

June 2022

Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street -

Philadelphia, PA 19106

The Museum Exhibit Hall, established in 1988, is a focal point for tourists visiting America’s Most
Historic Square Mile. Annually millions of tourists visit Historic Philadelphia, where America’s
Independence began. The Polish American Cultural Center Museum is proud to be the only Polish
related institution located on an American Historic Trail, just 3 blocks from Independence Hall, the
Liberty Bell, and other historic area sites.
You’re Invited to Visit the

Polish American
Cultural Center Museum

308 Walnut Street (3rd & Walnut Streets)
in Historic Philadelphia, PA

Open Admission Free

Monday through Friday
11 A.M. to 4 P.M.

(215) 922-1700 • Internet:
PolishAmericanCenter.com
Everyone is invited • Welcome - Witamy!
-

The Museum Exhibit Hall Features:

Polish and Polish American History and Customs
Great Men and Women of Polish Heritage
Pictorial Display of Actual World War II Photos
First Polish Settlers in America on October 1, 1608
Poland’s Constitution of May 3, 1791

Mark your calendar

“Second Oldest Written Democratic Constitution in the World”

and plan to attend the

89th Annual Pulaski Day Parade

Greetings to Polonia as we mark the
1,056th Aniversary of Documented Polish History
from

on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in
Philadelphia, PA

Sunday, October 2, 2022

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.
Krzyzanowski Foundation
Greetings to Polonia
from the

POLISH
AMERICAN

More details at: PulaskiDayParade.com
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308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

For information and a
list of our locations,
visit us on the
Internet at:

www.PSFCU.com

Telephone: (215) 922-1700
PolishAmericanNews.com

June 2022
Read the Polish American News Online at:

PolishAmericanNews.com
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Museum’s Historic Reﬂections Project
June - Part 1
The Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Historic
Philadelphia presents Historic Reﬂections from Polish and Polish
American history on the Polish American Radio Program. Some of
the dates may be the birthday or death date of a prominent person.
Other dates may celebrate a milestone in a prominent person’s life
such as a career promotion, invention date, or some accomplishment
that contributed to science, medicine, sports, or entertainment
history. Other dates may be an anniversary of an historical event in
Polonia or Poland’s history.
For your information, we have listed a selection of historic
reﬂections for the month of June.

To see additional Historic Reﬂections visit:

PolishAmericanCenter.org/hr
June 1, 1913 - Jerzy Pniewski (Born)
Jerzy Pniewski and his colleague Marian Danysz
made important contributions to the development of
physics. In 1952, Jerzy Pniewski helped discover the
elementary particle known as hypernuclear material.

June 2, 1935 - Stanley Switlik (First Public Jump)
Stanley Switlik emigrated from Poland to New
Jersey in 1907 and founded the Switlik Parachute
Company. On June 2, 1935, the Switlik Parachute
Company tested the ﬁrst Parachute Training Tower
on Mr. Switlik’s farm in Ocean County, NJ, with the
famous aviator Amelia Earhart as the ﬁrst jumper.
Stanley Switlik’s Parachute Company (Switlik
Survival Products) is still in business in Trenton, NJ.
June 3, 1890 - Oskar Kolberg (Died)
Oskar Kolberg was an ethnographer who specialized
in Polish folklore. Today, the Polish Ministry of
Culture of the Polish government awards the Oskar
Kolberg Award, considered the highest ethnographic
honor, to individuals and groups that research, study,
uphold and display Polish folklore, dancing and
singing.
June 4, 1960 - General Jozef Haller (Died)
General Jozef Haller commanded Polish units under
French Command in 1916 during World War I.
Haller’s Army became known as the “Blue Army”
from the color of its French uniform. Haller’s Army
also seized Pomerania and entered Gdansk in the
name of Poland in 1920. Many Polish Americans
from the United States, numbering 20,000 plus,
volunteered and served with Haller’s Army.
June 5, 1944 - Jozef Beck (Died)
Jozef Beck was a Polish statesman, diplomat, military
ofﬁcer and close associate of Jozef Pilsudski. Jozef
Beck served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs from
1932 to the outbreak of WW II.

June 6, 1929 - Boguslaw Schaeffer (Born)
Boguslaw Schaeffer was a Polish composer,
musicologist, and graphic artist born in Lwow in 1929.
Schaeffer is a member of the avant garde “Cracow
Group” of Polish composers along with Krzysztof
Penderecki and others.
June 7, 1982 - Meeting of President
Ronald Reagan and Pope John Paul II
The historic meeting of President Ronald
Reagan and Pope John Paul II took place
on Monday, June 7, 1982 in the Vatican
Library. At that meeting, the two leaders
agreed to undertake a clandestine
campaign to hasten the dissolution of the
Communist empire.
June 8, 1983 - Grzegorz Fonfara (Born)
Grzegorz Fonfara is a Polish soccer player from
Katowice, Poland. He has represented the Polish
soccer team at key matches and continues to play for
a leading soccer team in Tarnowskie Gory, Poland.

Celebrate America’s Birthday
Beginning on Sunday,
June 19, through Monday,
July 4, 2022, the City of
Philadelphia, in conjunction
with Wawa Welcome America
Philadelphia will be hosting
many free events celebrating
America’s birthday.
In addition to the concerts, ﬁreworks, and Independence Day
Parade, you can visit the Polish American Cultural Center Museum,
Independence Hall, Liberty Bell, National Constitution Center,
Kosciuszko House and much more.
The Polish American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street,
in historic Philadelphia, will be highlighting Poland’s
May 3, 1791 Constitution, the second oldest democratic constitution
in world history, in conjunction with events at the National
Constitution Center at 6th & Arch Streets, which highlight
America’s Constitution.
The Polish American Cultural Center Museum is on its summer
schedule, open Monday through Friday, 11 A.M. to 4 P.M. and will
be open on the 4th of July.
For more information, call the Polish American Cultural Center
Museum at 215-922-1700 or visit welcomeamerica.com or
PolishAmericanCenter.com.

Celebrate America’s freedom where it began - Philadelphia!

A Historic Reﬂection from the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Highlights of the Crucial Role of Poles
on the D-Day Invasion of Normandy
78th Anniversary of D-Day - June 6, 1944
Historic note: Following the invasion of Poland, on September 1,
1939, thousands of Polish soldiers ﬂed their homeland to become
the Polish Army-in-exile. Their goal was to seek every opportunity
to return to Poland and restore its freedom. The Polish Army-inexile assisted in several countries and joined with America’s forces
to help bring an end to World War II.
At the end of World War II, Colonel Marian Moraczewski,
Military Attaché at the Polish Embassy in Washington. DC,
made the following statement:
“There seems to be a certain paradox in the history of the Polish
nation. Though always a part of Western civilization, at the end of
World War II, Poland lost 26 percent of her pre-war territory and
unwillingly became a part of the Communist sphere of inﬂuence.
And all this happened in spite of the fact that Poles were the ﬁrst
to ﬁght against Nazi Germany and contributed greatly to the defeat
of Hitler.
It is a sad and strange paradox, indeed, a nation, that for a
thousand years, fought to protect Western civilization, was
abandoned after the Second World War by her former allies and
was left at the mercy of the Soviet Union and the Communist
system.”
Operation Overlord involved 150,000 troops from the United
States, England and Canada, who were supported by tens of
thousands of Polish, French, Czech and other Allied troops.
On August 18th, General Montgomery ordered the First
Polish Armored Division to move forward and to complete the
encirclement by closing the German escape gap. Overall, the
First Armored Division amassed 885 ofﬁcers, and 15,210 noncommissioned ofﬁcers and enlisted men. The Polish battle force
consisted of 381 tanks, 473 artillery pieces and 4,050 military
vehicles.
“Sikorski’s Tourists” as Hitler called them, escaped from occupied
Poland and joined the Polish Army in exile.
Many joined the Polish armed forces so that they may ﬁght their
dreaded enemy and take revenge on Hitler.
The battle casualties of the ﬁrst Polish Armored Division amounted
to 1,290 dead, 3,820 wounded and 22 missing in action.
Acknowledging the sacriﬁces made by the ﬁrst Polish Armored
Division during the Battle of Normandy, First Canadian Army
Commander General Crerar sent the following telegram to Polish
First Armored Division General Maczek: “First Canadian Army is
very proud because of the fact that (the) Polish Armored Division
is a part of us. If in the future we all continue to ﬁght with equal
determination and as well as at the present time, the mutual
celebration of ﬁnal victory should not be much delayed.”
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Highlighting the 40th Anniversary of the
Meeting Between
Pope John Paul The Great and
President Ronald Reagan
June 7, 1982

President Ronald Reagan and Pope John Paul II were two of the most consequential figures of the 20th century. With the extraordinary power
of their will and their words, the American president and the Polish pope together liberated Europe and forever changed the world.
This all-day conference will examine what prepared these men for the roles they later played (e.g., their moral clarity, creative backgrounds,
communication skills, and early struggles against communism), the remarkable events of their presidency and papacy, and their lasting legacy.
Ronald Reagan and Pope John Paul II were men of the same moment. They were both horrified by nuclear war, they both hated communism
and the Soviet Union, they both had been shot but survived and they both forgave their assailants. They had also both been superior high
school athletes and, curiously, both were actors before becoming the most important players on a world stage.
John Paul II was almost an afterthought after his predecessor, John Paul I, died unexpectedly after less than a month in office. Reagan of
course had been a long shot all of his life. Both the president and the pope grew up poor, with no connections, but ended up being two of the
greatest men of the 20th century. They both had winning smiles and indomitable personalities. At his first remarks from the balcony of St.
Peter’s, the pope made clear what he thought of the Soviets. Reagan of course had been railing against communism for years.
It is worth remembering the first time a pontiff and a president worked together. Pope John Paul II and President Reagan defeated the
greatest enemy to human freedom and dignity which ever existed. John Paul II who had lost his mother early in life and his father and brother
to the ravages of a war torn Poland, was an unexpected successor to Peter. Like Ronald Reagan, John Paul II had an optimism and a deepseated hope that the world could be a better place and that leadership quality was undeniable.
And, most importantly, they both believed they were called by God to do great things for world freedom. Indeed, John Paul II said in 1982
that America was “called, above all, to fulfill its mission in the service ... those indispensable conditions of justice and freedom, of truth and love
that are the foundations of lasting peace.”
Thomas Carlyle said history is but the biographies of great men and he may have had the likes of Ronald Reagan and John Paul II in mind
when he uttered that phrase a century before. John Paul II was canonized in 2014 but curiously, while he had two miracles cited , neither was
his greatest: the defeat of an “Evil Empire” and the restoration of freedom to millions imprisoned behind the Iron Curtain, including his own
native and beloved Poland.
They met many times and Reagan wrote often in his diaries of meeting with the pope to discuss world affairs. The pope, meantime, wrote in
his first encyclical that religious freedom was the most important human right, a direct shot across the bow of the Soviets. He also immediately
began to demote or ease out church officials who wanted to “accommodate” the Soviets.
Not all presidents and popes get along so well, nor alter history so dramatically. When President John Kennedy visited Pope Paul VI in 1963,
he simply shook his hand rather than kissing the ring of the leader of the Roman Catholic Church. JFK, the first Catholic president, was
hypersensitive to the false charge that he put his loyalty to the church above his loyalty to the Constitution.
When President Lyndon Johnson visited Pope Paul VI in New York City in 1965 – during the first papal visit to the United States – he gave the
pontiff a silver framed autographed photo of himself. Later, he gave the pope a bust of himself. Even President Obama has never gone that far.
The first president to meet with a pope was Woodrow Wilson, who had an audience with Pope Benedict XV, but it wasn’t until the Grand
Alliance between Pope John Paul II, President Ronald Reagan and British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, that a global strategy to defeat
Soviet Communism was enacted which so altered and changed the world.
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Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Philadelphia, PA

Museum’s Historic Reflections Project Part 2
June 9, 1922 - Jozef Tykocinski - (Made sound
possible in motion pictures)
Jozef Tykocinski was a Polish engineer and inventor
from Wloclawek, Poland. In 1922, Tykocinski publicly
demonstrated for the first time that sound was
possible on film in motion pictures. He was awarded
the patent in 1926.
June 10, 1982 - Tara Lipinski (Born)
Tara Lipinski is a Polish American who at the age of
15 became the youngest winner of the Women’s Figure
Skating Championship. She then proceeded to win a
Gold Medal at the 1998 Olympic Winter Games held in
Nagano, Japan.
June 11, 1857 - Antoni Grabowski (Born)
Antoni Grabowski was a Polish chemical engineer known
for compiling the first chemistry dictionary in the Polish
language. He was also an activist of the early Esperanto
movement, and his translations had an influential impact
on the development of Esperanto into a language of
literature.
June 12, 1887 - Polish Falcons of America
(Founded)
The Polish Falcons of America is a fraternal insurance
benefit society headquartered in Pittsburgh, PA. It
also sponsors youth groups, sporting activities, social,
civic and Polish cultural events and publishes the
Sokol Polski, their official publication.
June 13, 1907 - Stanley Ketchel (Won Middleweight
Boxing Championship)
Stanley Ketchel was a Polish American who won the
middleweight boxing championship on June 13, 1907.
He kept the title for many years. A native of Grand
Rapids, Michigan, Stanley Ketchel’s real name was
Stanislaus Kiecal. Ketchel is in the International Boxing
Hall of Fame, and in 2004 was ranked number six
among boxing’s all-time best punchers by Ring magazine.

Proud to Support the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Benefactors Sponsors
Helen McElroy Cyzio
Friends of Polonia
Richard J. Gastowich
In Memory of Dr. Maciej Lambert
Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk/Roxborough Area of
Phladelphia Group
Polish American Citizens Club of Camden
County, NJ
Polish American Journal
Polish National Alliance
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
“PRCUA”
Leslie Ptak
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Skorczynski
WSFS Bank

Greetings to Polonia in
Philadelphia and the Tri-State Area
from the

June 14, 1811 - Antoni Patek (Born)
Antoni Patek was a famous watchmaker and
co-founder of one of the most famous Swiss
watchmaking companies, Patek Philippe & Company.
The 20 most expensive wristwatches sold at auction are
all from Patek Philippe & Co.
June 15, 2006 - Dominic Pacyga (Named Acting
Dean of Liberal Arts and Sciences)
Dominic Pacyga, Ph.D., assumed the post of Acting
Dean of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Columbia
College in Chicago. Dr. Pacyga is an accomplished
scholar and administrator. He has authored or
co-authored four books concerning Chicago’s
history, including Polish Immigrants and Industrial
Chicago.
June 16, 1943 - Joseph Sarnoski (Died)
Recognized with the nation’s highest military award as
the “bravest of the brave,” 2nd Lt. Joseph Sarnoski,
of the United States Army Air Corps and a member of
the elite crew of “Eager Beavers”, lost his life during
a combat mission over the Soloman Islands, near
Australia, in 1943. He was known as one of the best
gunners and bombardiers of the Air Corp.
June 17, 1966 - (One Thousand Years
of Christianity in Poland)
Polish American leaders, along with Polish American
Congress President Charles Rozmarek, joined President
Lyndon Johnson at the White House on June 17, 1966, to
unveil a painting of Our Lady of Czestochowa to mark the
millennium, one thousand years of Christianity in Poland.
June 18, 1949 - Lech Kaczynski (Born)
Lech Kaczynski, former president of Poland, was
born this day in 1949. He held a Ph.D. from Gdansk
University in Labor & Employment Law and served as
President of Warsaw from 2002 to 2010. Kaczynski died
tragically in a plane crash en route to commemorate
the 70th Anniversary of the Katyn Forest Massacre in
Russia on Saturday, April 10, 2010.
June 19, 1873 - Valerian Sulakowski (Died)
Valerian Sulakowski served as Colonel of
the 14th Louisiana Infantry and later as
chief engineer to Major General Magruder
of the Confederate Army during the
American Civil War. One of his principal
accomplishments was the construction of
fortifications that protected Richmond, VA.

For information and a list of our locations,
visit us on the Internet at:

www.PSFCU.com

OUR CREDIT UNION...MORE THAN A BANK
As a member you are also an owner of our Credit Union!
Our unique understanding of the Polish & Slavic community
lets us understand you and your family’s financial needs. Our
representatives speak Polish and English to serve you better.
Since 1976, we have been providing Polonia with financial
products and services such as checking, savings and IRA
accounts. We also offer a variety of VIA credit, debit, and gift
cards. In the past few years we have significantly expanded
our electronic services, giving members access to internet and
telephone banking, as well as online bill payment.
We also take pride in offering a wide array of residential
and commercial mortgages and consumer loans, all at very
competitive rates. Please visit one of our branches and
experience the credit union difference, or visit us on the
Internet: PSFCU.com

Tune in to the

Saturday Variety Program
11 A.M. to 12 Noon • 860 Am Radio

Serving Southeastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey & Delaware

With your host Michael Blichasz

Featuring a variety of music including: Polkas, Obereks, Waltzes, etc.

Listen to a re-broadcast of Saturday’s Program
from anywhere in the world!
On the Internet Right Now!
24 hours a day - 7 days a week

PolishAmericanCenter.com or PolishAmericanRadioProgram.com

June 2022, Polish American News - Page 5

From the Desk of Michael Blichasz

Museum’s Historic Reﬂections Project Part 3

Dear Supporters of the Pulaski Day Parade
in Philadelphia,

June 20, 1954 - Michael Sobolewski (Born)
Michael Anthony Sobolewski is known in the rock
music world as Michael Anthony. He is the former
bass guitarist and one of the founding members of
the rock band Van Halen. He is currently the bass
player in Chickenfoot and the Circle with former Van
Halen vocalist Sammy Hagar and guitar virtuoso Joe
Satriani. He also is marketing his own brand of hot
sauce called Mad Anthony’s Hot Sauce.
June 21, 1918 - Ed Lopatynski (Born)
Ed Lopatynski is known professionally as Ed Lopat,
a star pitcher for the New York Yankees during the
period when the Yankees won ﬁve World Series in a
row between 1949 and 1953. He was a “Lefty” that
specialized in “bending curveballs.” Ed Lopat later
became manager of the Kansas City Athletics.
June 22, 1866 - Kazimierz Zorawski (Born)
Kazimierz Zorawski was a renowned mathematician
whose work in differential geometry and ﬂuid
mechanics contributed greatly to the ﬁelds of science,
mathematics, astrophysics and physics. Zorawski’s
work earned him a place among other Polish notables
such as Nicholas Copernicus and Marian Rejewski.
June 23, 1892 - Mieczyslaw Horszowski (Born)
Pianist Mieczyslaw Horszowski was an
internationally acclaimed pianist and music
teacher whose performances were widely recorded.
Mieczyslaw Horszowski was also a teacher at the
Curtis Institute and continued to teach and perform
until shortly before his death in Philadelphia in
1993 at the age of 100.
June 24, 1914 - Jan Karski (Born)
Jan Karski was a Polish World War II resistance
ﬁghter and scholar. In 1942 and 1943, Jan Karski,
reported to the Polish, British, and American
governments on the situation in Poland, the
destruction of the Warsaw Ghetto and the Holocaust.
June 25, 2004 - Dr. Thaddeus Gromada
(Presentation at the Library of Congress)

We are working to make the 89th Annual
Pulaski Day Parade scheduled for Sunday,
October 2, 2022, on the Benjamin Franklin
Parkway in Center City Philadelphia a success
this year.
All of us have been affected in some way by the Coronavirus
Pandemic and we are looking to return to a level of normalcy.
The Pulaski Day Parade is a community-wide event that brings
many people and organizations together to celebrate Polish
History, Culture and Pride. As always your participation is very
important.
The theme of this year’s parade is “Promoting Polish
Heritage and World Peace”. During the 89th Annual Pulaski
Day Parade, we will highlight the music and dances that have
united Poland and Polish Americans for centuries. We also
will mark the 414th Anniversary of the arrival of the ﬁrst
Polish Settlers in America and the 41st Anniversary of
October as Polish American Heritage Month.
For now, kindly mark Sunday, October 2nd on your
calendar and look for additional information to be announced
on the Polish American Radio Program and in the Polish
American News.
Thanks to all Pulaski Day Parade divisions and promoters.
Please help us maintain this outstanding community tradition
which will be televised on WPVI TV6 ABC.
Working together we always accomplish great things for
Polish American heritage and the proud history and culture we
represent.
If you have any questions or suggestions kindly forward
them to me at Michael@PolishAmericanCenter.com or call
me at 215-922-1700. On behalf of the Pulaski Day Parade
committee, I wish you and yours the very best.

National Shrine of
Our Lady of Czestochowa
“America’s Czestochowa”
Pauline Fathers and Brothers

Dr. Thaddeus Gromada, the former Executive
Director of the Polish Institute of the Arts and
Sciences, on this day in 2004, gave a presentation
at the Library of Congress, outlining the issues of
Poland’s entry into the European Union.

654 Ferry Road
Doylestown, PA 18901
Telephone: 215-345-0600
Internet: PolishShrine.com

June 26, 1940 - Ralph Modjeski (Died)
Ralph Modjeski, internationally respected
bridgebuilder, was the son of famous actress Helena
Modjeska. He built the Benjamin Franklin and
Tacony Palmyra Bridges on the Delaware River in
Philadelphia and designed and built 30 other bridges
across America.
June 27, 1959 - Janusz Kaminski (Born)
Janusz Kaminski was born in Poland on June 27,
1959. He immigrated to America and attended
Columbia College in Chicago. Kaminski is a twotime Oscar winner cinematographer and ﬁlm
director. He also won the Academy Award for
best cinematography twice in the 1990’s - one for
“Schindler’s List” and the other for “Saving Private
Ryan.”
June 28, 1996 - Jan Lorys (Became Director of
the Polish Museum of America)
Jan Lorys became the Director of the Polish
Museum of America in Chicago on this day in
1996 until 2014. We congratulate Mr. Lorys on
a job well done and encourage you to visit the
Polish Museum of America, located at 984 North
Milwaukee Avenue in Chicago, IL.
June 29, 1941 - Ignacy Jan Paderewski (Died)
Ignacy Jan Paderewski, pianist and composer,
became the most noted statesman of Poland to the
United States during and after World War I. In 1919,
Paderewski became the ﬁrst premier of the newlycreated Republic of Poland. His heart is enshrined
at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
in Doylestown, PA, and his remains are buried in the
crypt at St. John’s Cathedral in Warsaw, Poland.

In Recognition of a Major Donation to the
Polish American Cultural Center
Museum Exhibit Hall
From

Casimir Kowalski

In Grateful Recognition to

Bayway Polish Club
for their generous donation to

Polish American Social Services
provided for
• Community Outreach
• Information and Referral
• Senior Citizen Services
• Employment Outreach Services
• Educational Outreach Media Services

Vi s i t :

Po li sh A m eri ca n C en t er. co m
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Museum’s Historic Reflections Project Part 4

Polish American Radio Program

June 30, 1911 - Czeslaw Milosz (Born)
Czeslaw Milosz was an internationally respected
Polish poet who received the 1980 Nobel Prize in
Literature. In 1960, Czeslaw Milosz immigrated to
America and settled in California. He became an
American citizen and was a teacher at the University
of California, Berkeley. In addition to his many
poems, he wrote a work of non-fiction, “The Captive
Mind” which is available in book stores all over the world.

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
11 A.M. to 12 Noon
Sundays • 12:30 to 1:30 P.M.
860 AM Radio
Music, News from Poland, Local News and
Special Features in the Polish Language
with Hostess Barbara Ilnicka

Saturday Variety Program
Saturday • 11A.M. to 12 Noon
and
American Workers Radio
Wednesdays • 11 A.M. to 12 Noon
860 AM Radio

Polish Museum of America
America’s First Ethnic Museum
984 North Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL 60642
773-384-3352, ext. 104 • PolishMuseumOfAmerica.org
Founded in 1935, the Polish Museum of America is one of the
country’s first and largest ethnic museums. Polish and
Polish American history is promoted through music, artworks,
and historical and cultural displays.

in the English Language
Hosted by Michael Blichasz

The Pauline Fathers Radio Broadcast
Thursdays • 11:45 A.M. to 12 Noon
860 AM Radio

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

PRCUA

in the Polish Language from the
National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
in Doylestown, PA

A National Fraternal Benefit Society
Main Office:
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue - Chicago, IL 60642
Telephone: 1-800-772-8632 • Internet: PRCUA.org

Tune in to

Polonia Today
Sunday 1:30 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. • 860 AM Radio

Download and print out archived editions of the
Polish American News
from the Internet at: PolishAmericanNews.com

Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk, Roxborough & Surrounding Areas Group
In cooperation with Polish American Cultural Center
308 Walnut Street - Philadelphia, PA - PolishAmericanCenter.com
For information about our upcoming meeting, contact:
Helen Cyzio (215) 482-3040

With Producer Debbie Majka

The Polish American Congress

Eastern Pennsylvania District invites you to support the
Polish American News and our community-wide efforts

2022

Kindly check one of the following
and return with your remittance:
___ Supportive Membership
Individual $50.00 ____

___ Polish American News Supporter

Family $60.00 ____

As a supporter I understand I will receive a one-year subscription to the
Polish American News, circulated 6 times per year.

Polish American String Band

Name ________________________________________________

A Philadelphia Mummer’s Tradition since 1933

Address ______________________________________________

856-287-7845
PolishAmericanStringBand.com

City _____________________ State _________ Zip _________
Email ________________________________________________
Make check payable and mail to:

Yolanda Konopacka DeSipio of
Bennett, Bricklin & Saltzburg, LLP
Attorneys at Law • Call: (215) 423-4824
Available to assist clients throughout the
Philadelphia area & New Jersey in both the
English and Polish Languages
Immigration, Personal Injury,
Worker’s Compensation & Real Estate

Polish American Congress
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

2535-37 Castor Avenue (Castor & Aramingo)
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-744-1531
Stop in and ask for a frequent dinner card
There’s No Place Like The Neighborhood

Your 11th Meal Free!

Looking for homemade POLISH food
that will send your taste buds SOARING?

t
i
s
i
V
CZERW’S KIELBASY

In the Port Richmond section of Philadelphia
3370 Tilton Street, Philadelphia, PA 19134

215-423-1707 • KielbasyBoys.com
Kielbasa, Bigos, Pierogies, Cabanossi, Sauerkraut

Homemade “Old World Technique” Made Fresh Daily for Over 80 Years!
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Looking Forward to Welcoming You to
Visit America’s Most Historic Square Mile

Visit :

P ol ishAmeric anCent er.co m
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During Your Next Visit to Historic Philadelphia, Visit the Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Exhibit Hall, 308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia, PA

South view of the exhibit hall which highlights great men and women of Polish heritage and the customs and traditions of Poland for more than
a thousand years.

On the east side of the Museum’s Exhibit Hall, internationally known
Polish greats include: Frederyk Chopin, Marie Sklodowska Curie
(Madame Curie), Pope John Paul the Great, Cardinal John Krol, and
Jozef Pilsudski. The showcases contain information about these
Polish heroes and highlight Polish customs which continue to
unite Polonia across the world.

On the west side of the Museum’s Exhibit Hall, internationally
renowned Polish heroes such as Lech Walesa, Ignacy Jan
Paderewski, Henryk Sienkiewicz and Mikolaj Kopernik (Nicholas
Copernicus).

The Poland-at-Arms exhibit highlights the fact that Poland was the first to fight against Hitler’s Nazi’s invaders during World War II. The exhibit
has drawn hundreds of thousands of people remembering the tragic event that took place in Poland beginning on September 1, 1939.

The Museum’s Jamestown exhibit highlights the 414th Anniversary
of the First Polish settlers who arrived in America on
October 1, 1608.

Museum visitors are able to learn more about treasured Polish
customs such as Wigilia, Swieconka, Dozynki, as well as Polish
Wedding Traditions.
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Thank You Message From

Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich
and the Ukrainian
Human Rights Committee
The Committee is pleased to present this
report on the

GALA BENEFIT FOR UKRAINE IN PHILADELPHIA
On Sunday, May 1, 2022, Ulana Mazurkevich, President of
the Ukrainian Human Rights Committee, opened the Beneﬁt
for Ukraine with the words of the great Ukrainian poet Vasyl
Symonenko, “Ukraine is, Ukraine will be. No one will eliminate
my Ukraine.” The event was organized by the Ukrainian Human
Rights Committee, Yara Snylyk, Christina Snylyk, Katria Kowal,
Lesia Chmelko, Tonia Katruk and Chrystia Senyk.
The Gala Beneﬁt was held at the beautiful Polish American
Cultural Center Museum at 308 Walnut Street in Historic
Philadelphia, two blocks from Independence Hall. More than 200
people attended paying $250 per ticket to support the war effort
in Ukraine.
Ms. Mazurkevich introduced Michael Blichasz, President of
the Polish American Cultural Center Museum, longtime friend of
the Ukrainian Human Rights Committee and supporter of many
demonstrations on behalf of Ukraine. Ms. Mazurkevich noted
how appropriate it was to have the event at the Center in light of
the extraordinary support given to Ukraine by the Polish people.
Noted restauranteur, Stephen Starr, was called to the dais to be
thanked for his amazing and bountiful generosity in gifting food
and signature cocktails from his iconic restaurants, including
Parc, Buddakhan and Barclay Prime for the entire four-hour
event.
The Beneﬁt for Ukraine did not go unnoticed, since it was
covered by every television station in Philadelphia. Ulana
Mazurkevich introduced the Archbishop Metropolitan Borys
Gudziak who inspired the guests with the admonition, “We have to
help Ukraine win the war. There are millions of people counting on
our fellowship. This is David and Goliath, it really is a miracle that
Ukrainians have resisted and have won so much.” Following the
Archbishop’s address, Councilman Mark Squilla announced that
the City of Philadelphia is ready and willing to help the refugees
from Ukraine.
The Keynote Address was delivered by Trudy Rubin, the biweekly award-winning columnist of the Philadelphia Inquirer. In
her ﬁery address, she spoke of the imperative that Ukraine win
this existential battle for the values of the free world. Speaking
from the experience of previous visits to Ukraine in 2014 when
war broke out in the Donbas, Ms. Rubin recalled her visits to the
frontline and the resilience and bravery of the Ukrainian people
which she rediscovered when she walked the streets of Marioupol
just two weeks before Putin’s barbaric invasion on February 24,
2022.
Following Ms. Rubin’s speech, guests were treated to a musical
performance introduced by Chair of the Music Committee,
Christina Snylyk. Soprano Marta Zaliznyak, formerly from the
Lviv Opera was accompanied by a string quartet led by Philip
Kates of the Philadelphia Orchestra. Among the four pieces
played was “Ridna Matu” sung by Ms. Zaliznyak with music by
Mayboroda and words by Dmytro Pavlychko which brought tears
to the eyes of the audience… ”Dearest mother of mine, tell me why
you weren’t sleeping, why you woke me to gaze at the stars up
above, did you know I was leaving? Tell me why, was that why you
were grieving? Was the cloth that you gave me goodbye and a sign
of your love?”
Natalya Turchyn, who comes from a prominent theatrical family
in Ukraine, recited a short poem by Symonenko which closed the
event. Guests, who numbered many non-Ukrainians, voiced their
commitment for strong and continued support for Ukraine. The
conversations continued late into the evening.
Contributions were made to the Ukrainian American Relief
Committee and Heroes of Ukraine. To date more than $50,000
has been collected and still counting.
We also thank the News Media that covered this special event
on radio, television and in newspapers.
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Polish Americans Stand United
With Our Ukrainian Brothers &
Sisters & All Who Stand For
Freedom, Peace, Independence,
& Prosperity.

U.S.A.

Poland

Ukraine

The Ukrainian Human Rights Committee extends a sincere thank you to everyone
for their outstanding support of the May 1, 2022 fundraiser. Your donations are
welcome to assist the refugees in Ukraine. There is a link entitled
“Campaign to Aid Ukrainian Refugees” on the front page of
PolishAmericanCenter.com, where you can choose many ways to help.
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Campaign to Aid Ukrainian Refugees
Dear Members, Friends and Supporters,
Many people have been asking how they can help Ukrainian
Refugees in Poland.
On the front page of PolishAmericanCenter.com, you will find
a list of organizations worthy of your donation.
From that link you can click on the pages which provide
details about each organization and how to make your
donation.
All donations are appreciated.

Log on to: PolishAmericanCenter.com.
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Polish American Cultural Center Museum

American Flag History
Flag Day - June 14th

308 Walnut Street – Philadelphia, PA 19106 – (215) 922-1700

Internet: PolishAmericanCenter.com

On June 14th, Americans marked
a very important day in history.
It was on June 14, 1777, that
the United States ﬂag was authorized
by the U.S. Congress. The American
ﬂag’s red and white stripes symbolize
hope and purity, and the blue
symbolizes loyalty, sincerity, and justice.
The red and white stripes represent the original 13 colonies, the
white stars on a blue ﬁeld represents the individual states that make
up the United States of America.
The ﬂag was created in 1777 to inspire national unity and
create a separate identity from Great Britain. It was created in the
midst of the American Revolutionary War and has united Americans
ever since.
The American ﬂag is also the symbol that helps
rally supporters of the Buy American Made
Campaign. We urge everyone to ﬂy the American
Flag to show our unity and concern for America,
the greatest country on earth.

Memorial Gifts Are Appreciated
Memorial gifts in honor of relatives and friends continue to
help the mission and programs provided at the Polish American
Cultural Center Museum Exhibit Hall, 308 Walnut Street in Historic
Philadelphia. The Museum promotes public awareness of Polish
history and heritage and welcomes tourists from across the United
States and around the world who visit the Exhibit Hall during their
tour of Historic Philadelphia.
Kindly use the form below to make your donation. Every donor
will receive a donation acknowledgement letter which can be sent to
the family of the deceased.
We would appreciate having the Polish American Cultural Center
listed as a suggested charity in newspaper obituary notices and
internet notices. Kindly list the following in the obituary notice Memorial donations in the name of the deceased can be made to
the Polish American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106. For additional information, contact the
Museum Monday through Friday, between 11 A.M. and 4 P.M.,
(215) 922-1700.
Kindly use the form below to make a direct donation.

Memorial Donation Registration Form

Polish Flag History
The ofﬁcial Polish ﬂag for general use
consists simply of two horizontal ﬁelds
of equal size, with the top one white
and the bottom one red. The ﬂag that
features Poland’s white eagle set against
a red shield on the white ﬁeld is known
as a “bandera” (ship’s ﬂag or ensign).
According to Polish ﬂag tradition, it is
meant to be ﬂown by Polish ships at sea and by Polish diplomatic
missions and other ofﬁcial institutions abroad.
Many Polish Americans, however, consider the eagle ﬂag more
distinctive and prefer it to ﬂy from ﬂag posts or display it at various
functions.
The colors of red (amaranth) and white began appearing on
banners and ﬂags in the 17th century, although they were still not
the ofﬁcial national colors. The SEYM (assembly) introduced Polish
national colors in 1831, but they were ofﬁcially recognized as
state colors until Poland regained her independence in 1919,
when the white and red ﬂag was ﬁrst ﬂown. Polish institutions and
ofﬁces abroad and airports, harbors and merchant vessels ﬂy the ﬂag
with the national emblem.
Poland’s ofﬁcial crest is a white eagle
with golden beak and talons, its head
poised to the right, and set against a
red shield. The eagle ﬁrst appeared on
coins minted in the 12th century and
subsequently on the heraldic seals of the
Piast dynasty. Toward the end of the 13th
century, during the reign of Przemyslaw II,
the Polish eagle was depicted with a crown.

This donation for the Polish American Cultural Center is in
memory of:
Name:
Date of Deceased
Donor Name:

Date:

Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

Email:
Telephone:
Make check payable to:

Polish American Cultural Center
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Kindly return this entire form with your donation. Donations are
tax deductible. Donations will be acknowledged in writing. The names
of donors will be listed in the next edition of the Polish American
News. This donation form can also be printed from the front page of:
PolishAmericanCenter.com (Memorial gifts are appreciated link)

Sto Lat! - May You Live a Hundred Years!

Over the years, the Polish Eagle became
a symbol recognized throughout the world.
It is seen on ﬂags, in Polish publications, on
Polish American specialty items, and products imported from Poland.

Often sung at birthdays and name days in Poland, much like
“Happy Birthday” in the United States, “Sto Lat” is more versatile
as it can be also heard at special events such as anniversaries,
patriotic events and award ceremonies. Below is a Polish and
English version for you to enjoy.

Best Wishes from the
Polish American Citizens’ Club
of Camden County, NJ
Organized in the City of Camden, NJ
on June 8, 1914
www.PACC1914.org
Visit the Polish American Cultural Center Museum online at:

P oli s hA m e r i c a nC e n ter. com

Support Your Local Businesses Throughout the Year and During

National Small Business Weekend
The First Friday, Saturday and Sunday of Every Month

NationalSmallBusinessWeekend.com

This message presented by American Workers Radio
Broadcast Every Wednesday at 11 A.M. • 860 AM
With Your Host Michael Blichasz & Guests
Listen Live or Rebroadcasts at: AmericanWorkersRadio.com
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Polish American Cultural Center
Pays Tribute to
Our Local Area Youth Groups

Commemorating May 3, 1791
Polish Constitution Day
Thank you to the St. Adalbert Polish Language School, St. John
Cantius Polish Language School and the Our Lady of Czestochowa
Polish Language School for their beautiful presentations
commemorating May 3, 1791 Polish Constitution Day.
The presentations were broadcast during the Polish American
Radio Program, which was aired on 860 AM Radio on Sunday,
May 1, 2022, and on Tuesday, May 3, 2022. Their presentations
can also be heard from the Radio Program’s Internet site at:
PolishAmericanRadio.com.
Thanks again to our local area youth groups.

St. Adalbert Polish Language School.

St. John Cantius Polish Language School

SAVE THE DATE
Our Lady of Czestochowa Polish Language School

Polish American Travel Service
Travel Reservations
Translation Services
PEKAO • Parcels to Poland
2714 E. Allegheny Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19134

(215) 634-3396

Listen to Re-Broadcasts
of the Daily and Weekend
Polish American Radio Programs at:

PolishAmericanRadioProgram.com

Second Street Polish Society
Summer Polish Party
“Zabawa nad Morzem”

Saturday, August 20, 2022
at

Keenan’s

North Wildwood, NJ 08260

4 to 8 P.M.
Info call Bill Yurkow (215) 303-9043.
Proceeds will be used to fund the
Society Scholarship program for local students.
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Plan Now For A Successful

41st Anniversary Celebration of

Polish American Heritage Month
National Headquarters: Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106
Telephone: (215) 922-1700 - Internet: PolishAmericanCenter.com

Dear Members, Friends and Supporters,
In 2022, we mark the 414th Anniversary of the arrival of the
first Polish settlers at Jamestown, Virginia, in October 1608.
Polish people remain an important part of America’s history and
culture and live in all 50 states.
This year we also mark the 41th Anniversary of the founding
of October as Polish American Heritage Month, an event which
began in Philadelphia and became a national celebration of Polish
history, culture and pride.
In 2022, we also mark the 1,056th Anniversary of documented
Polish history, the 403rd Anniversary of the first labor strike in
America at Jamestown, VA, staged by Polish Settlers.
All Polish American organizations are encouraged to plan Polish
American Heritage Month events in your local community and invite
people to view the information on PolishAmericanHeritageMonth.
com. On that site there is information about the First Polish Settlers
in America, October 1, 1608 • History of General Casimir Pulaski,
Father of the American Cavalry • Things to Do During October
“Polish American Heritage Month” • Polish American Heritage Month
Posters • Tracing Your Heritage • Recent Editions of the Polish
American News with Historic Reflections • Some Reasons Why Polish
Americans are Important to the “Great Mosaic of America.”
One way that you can help us spread the word is by welcoming
family and friends to join the Museum’s email list. The guest book
registration form is on the front page of the Museum’s Internet site
at: PolishAmericanCenter.com. As you read the articles in the
Polish American News, we ask that you spread the word to others.
Your participation is always appreciated. Best wishes to you
and yours as you plan for an enjoyable Polish American Heritage
Month celebration! If you need additional information, contact the
committee by telephone at: (215) 922-1700, Monday through Friday,
11 A.M. to 4 P.M. or email us at:
Committee@PolishAmericanHeritageMonth.com

In Memory of

Dorothy L. Walunas
From Joseph S. Walunas
Memorial Tribute to

Renee J. Kowalski
Katarzyna Kowalski and Stanislaw Kowalski

Proud to Support the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Tour Group Promoters
Joan Ziomek Birely
Melvin & Mary Ann Czechowski
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Chrzanowski
Danuta Dobrowolskyj
Mary Feret
Michael & Karen Hrabowski
Diane Mucowski LaBruno
Stephanie Henryka McCurry
Mark Murowany
Richard & Elizabeth Piascik
Paul T. Sosnowski, Esq.
Union Roofing
Robert Wieckowski

Bee Flowers

Caterine Calderon

2637 E. Allegheny Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134
Phone: (267) 519-2453 • Fax: (267) 519-2475
beefloras@yahoo.com • www.bee-flowers.com
Flowers for all occasions

Delivery National & International

Proud to Support the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Major Museum Sponsors
Bayway Polish Club
Michael Blichasz & Family
Caroline Ciesielka
Czerw’s Kielbasy
Hon. Bernice Soban DeAngelis
John & Mary Alice Groch
Richard & Dorothy Klimek
Casimir Kowalski
John & Cynthia Krakowiak
Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.
Eugene Mattioni & Marie Killian
National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
Doylestown, PA
Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union
Polska Polish Pottery & Gifts
Theresa B. Romanowski
Frank J. Schaller Jr.
Joseph Slabinski
Slabinski/Sucharski Funeral Home
Sandra Tomaszewski
Edward C. Tomaszewski Inc. Funeral Home
In Memory of Dorothy Walunas
Joseph Walunas

offered by

Casimir Kowalski

Tomaszewski Funeral Home

In Memory of

Frank Romanowski
August 3, 1914 • May 22, 1996
Offered by Daughter

Theresa Romanowski
In Recognition of Donations to the

Edward C. Tomaszewski, Inc. Funeral Home
2728-30 East Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19134-5999

(215) 739-6624

Polish American Cultural Center
Museum Exhibit Hall
in Memory of

John Kwoka
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Polish American Social Services “PASS”

PolishAmericanSocialServices.com • UnitedSocialServices.com
Polish American Social Services “PASS”

United Social Services Outreach Program
Main Ofﬁce:
308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106

Open Monday to Friday • 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Telephone: (215) 923-1900
Outreach Services in and around the Philadelphia area
If you, a family member, or friend have a question concerning social
services, call PASS and discuss your needs with a representative.
All calls are CONFIDENTIAL, and PASS will either give you the
information you need, handle your service directly, or refer you to the
proper agency that can assist you.
Clients wishing to visit the main ofﬁce at 308 Walnut Street, or one
of the outreach sites, are asked to call in advance so that a Social
Service Representative can tell you what documentation you will
need to bring with you to process your request.
You can view an outline of several programs available to senior
citizens and individuals of all ages on the PASS Internet site at
PolishAmericanSocialServices.com.
For additional information, call PASS, Monday through Friday,
between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at (215) 923-1900.

Senior Discount on Water
PASS reminds senior citizens living in the city of Philadelphia that
they can apply for the 25% water and sewer discount program.
To qualify, you or your spouse must be:
65 years of age or older
have an annual household income of less
than $32,000,(approximately $2,625 per month.)
Additional Requirements include:
Proof of Age
Proof of Address
Proof of Household Income
Those who qualify will receive a 25% discount on every monthly
water bill. There are many people still eligible who have not applied.
For more information or an application contact PASS at
215-923-1900.

Real Estate Taxes
The Real Estate Tax/Rent Rebate
Program is being administered now.
New applications are available.
Homeowners and renters can get back
as much as $650 on last year’s real
estate taxes or rent. The income limit
is $35,000 annually for homeowners
and $15,000 for renters to qualify. It
is important to know that only half
of your Social Security or SSI counts
toward the income guideline. Age
requirements are 65 or older, living with a spouse that is 65 or older,
widow or widower between the ages of 50 to 64 or permanently
disabled between the ages of 18 and 64. For more information call
PASS at (215) 923-1900.

City of Philadelphia Property Tax FREEZE
If you are a senior citizen living in the City of Philadelphia and
interested in applying for the Property Tax Freeze, call United Social
Services. To qualify for the City of Philadelphia Property Tax Freeze
Program, you or your spouse must be 65 years of age or older, or if
you are a widow or widower over 50 years of age and your spouse
was over 65 years of age, call our ofﬁce for the income guidelines
and an application.
Call PASS’s United Social Services Outreach Program, Monday
through Friday, between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at area code
(215) 923-1900 and a staff worker will assist you with the
application.

Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk, Roxborough & Surrounding Areas Group
In cooperation with Polish American Cultural Center
308 Walnut Street - Philadelphia, PA - PolishAmericanCenter.com
For information about our upcoming meeting, contact:
Helen Cyzio (215) 482-3040

Job Seeker and Job Training Outreach
If you are considering a job training program that can help you
attain or retain long-term employment, contact PASS for more
information. The outreach program is especially important to
individuals who are unemployed due to company closings or
relocations. PASS will share information about Pennsylvania
area Job Training Programs to help you become more employable
in a changing job market. Call PASS’s Employment Outreach
Representative for more information at (215) 923-1900.

Do You Have A Resume?
PASS encourages job-seeking clients to prepare an outline of
their work experience, or a resume, before they apply for any type of
employment. A written resume helps job seekers present their job
qualiﬁcations to a prospective employer. A PASS staff associate can
review your current resume, update it, or develop a new one with
you to prepare you for your job interview.
This service is available at the ofﬁce of Polish American
Social Services, 308 Walnut Street in Center City Philadelphia.
Call to make an appointment for this free service at (215) 923-1900.

What If I Am Satisﬁed With My Current Resume?
If you are already satisﬁed with your resume, live in the State
of Pennsylvania and want to share your availability with potential
employers, mail your resume to PASS and your resume will be
shared with prospective employers. Mail your resume to:
Polish American Social Services
Employment Outreach
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Fax to: (215) 922-1518
Email to: Staff@PolishAmericanSocialServices.com
For more information call PASS, Monday through Friday between
10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at: (215) 923-1900.

Attention Employers!
People seeking employment often contact PASS. The staff will
be pleased to alert job seekers of Job Openings that have been
reported.
If your place of employment is about to or has posted an
employment opportunity, kindly let PASS know. Call Monday
through Friday, between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. (215) 923-1900,
or send the job information to:
Attn: Employment Information
Polish American Social Services
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Kindly include qualiﬁcations needed, starting salary and where to
go for an application and interview.

Medications and Prescription Plans
PACE PLUS is the name being used for the
PACE/PACENET programs, (the Pharmaceutical
Assistance Contract for the Elderly) that help
pay for prescription drugs. The new name
reﬂects how this program works with Medicare
Part D. It can provide better coverage for those
who have both PACE/NET and Medicare D. This
program has two qualifying income categories
for determining eligibility. Seniors, age 65 or
older with incomes as follows: for PACE, a
single person $14,500; a couple $17,700. For
PACENET, a single person between $14,500 and
$27,500 or a couple between $17,700 and $35,500. For more info
and to get an application call PASS at (215) 923-1900.
The Pennsylvania Patient Assistance
Program Clearinghouse
This program works with Pharma (Pharmaceutical Manufacturers)
to get prescription drugs for those unable to pay. For more
information, call 1-800-955-0989.
“PASS” works closely with the
Philadelphia Corporation for Aging to
provide information and assistance to
the elderly. For information regarding
services available in Philadelphia and
Southeastern Pennsylvania, call PCA’s
helpline number at (215) 765-9040 or PASS (215) 923-1900.

w w w. P C A C a r e s . o r g
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Ralph Modjeski (1861-1940)
Polish Immigrant Becomes
Famous Engineer and Bridge Builder
Ralph Modjeski,
considered “America’s
greatest bridge builder”, was
born in Bochnia, near the city
of Krakow, Poland on January
27, 1861. He immigrated
to America at the age of 15
with his mother, famous
Shakespearean actress,
Helen Modjeska, in July,
1876. Even though Modjeski
seemed destined to become
an accomplished concert
pianist, he went on instead to
become a highly successful
civil engineer and “one of
the twentieth century’s
most famous designers and
builders of bridges”. In 1929,
Modjeski was awarded the
John Fritz Gold Medal, the highest American engineering medal,
with a citation for his genius in combining strength and beauty. He
was also honored by the Pennsylvania state legislature in 1966 by a
resolution citing him as one of America’s “greatest inventors”.
Despite his busy engineering career, he found time to relax playing
the piano for several hours daily. He remained professionally active
until 1936 and died on June 26, 1940. The bridge engineering
consulting ﬁrm established by Modjeski in 1893 continues to
operate under the name of Modjeski and Masters, with ofﬁces in
Pennsylvania and several other states.

Modjeski’s Major Accomplishments Include:
• Thebes Bridge over the Mississippi River at Thebes, Illinois
opened in 1904
• Benjamin Franklin Bridge between Philadelphia and
Camden, New Jersey - opened in 1926
(Considered Modjeski’s greatest achievement)
• Tacony-Palmyra Bridge over the Delaware River
in Northeast Philadelphia - opened in 1929
• Trans-Bay Bridge between San Francisco and Oakland,
California - opened in 1936
• Blue Water Bridge connecting Port Huron, Michigan with
Sarnia, Ontario, Canada - opened in 1938

Associated Polish Home
9150 Academy Road
in Northeast Philadelphia
Events, Picnic Grounds,
Hall Rentals and Beer Garden
For information, visit them
on the Internet at:

PolishHome.com or
call:

215-624-9954.

Associated Polish Home Banquet Hall Rentals
~The Ideal Philadelphia Banquet Hall~

Plan your Wedding, Shower, Banquet, Concert, Fundraiser, Meeting,
Luncheon, Picnic, or Show at the Associated Polish Home of
Philadelphia
We’re conveniently located in Northeast Philadelphia at 9150
Academy Road – right off Frankford Avenue and I-95.
Our main banquet hall and lounge can accommodate from 25 up to
300 people. Our grounds include an enclosed parking lot, and there
is ample street parking around the event space.
Each Hall has a stage, making it an ideal concert or show venue as
well!
Cater and decorate on your own, or let us attend to the details! We
work with award-winning caterers, ﬂorists, DJs, bands, entertainers,
and party planners that will make your event unforgettable.
For pricing, availability, or to make an appointment to
tour the banquet hall and lounge please send us an email:
polishhomerentals@gmail.com.

Ben Franklin Bridge

Best Wishes to the
Polish American Community From

WSFSBank.com
Polka Deli
2719 E. Allegheny Avenue - Philadelphia, PA 19134
Meats & deli products - ﬁsh, pierogi & baked goods
Telephone: (215) 634-3750

Polish American Heritage Association “PAHA”
Camden County, New Jersey, Community Contact
Pat Kwoka – 856-310-1783
Email: pkwoka@comcast.net
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Update on “PASS” Polish American Social Services and its United Social Services
Outreach efforts which serve
Effective and Efficient Agency
PASS has earned a reputation as a highly effective and efficient
component of the social services delivery system in the Philadelphia
area due to its comprehensive benefits counseling, information/
referral, and advocacy services to constituents. Its unique
contribution to social services is that it addresses the needs of a
largely under-served community with language and cultural barriers
that block access to programs and services that build constituents’
self-sufficiency, self-esteem, and overall physical and mental well
being.

A Community Resource For Thousands
PASS, also known as United Social Services, is a multi-service
agency with a thorough knowledge of numerous resources and the
flexibility to meet varied and complex constituent needs. In addition
to assisting constituents from the Polish/Slavic community in
Southeastern Pennsylvania, PASS is a referral point for six additional
ethnic groups and receives referrals from over 70 organizations.
The efficient sharing of comprehensive resources and services with
people of all ages saves time and money and provides a reliable point
of contact for those in need.

Who Benefits From “PASS” - United Social Services?
Each year, thousands of Philadelphia-area residents benefit from
income-enhancing programs, such as rent/property tax rebates,
PACE, utility discounts, and many other programs. PASS’s services
help individuals to add as much as one full month’s worth of income
each year, allowing them to weather occasional financial crises and
live healthier lives. The end result is fewer trips to the doctor and
less stress over the rising cost of maintaining their homes.

PASS Helps To Save Money
PASS works with thousands of constituents annually, saving
government and agencies millions of dollars in the long run. Through
the efforts of PASS’s staff, individual constituents could receive up to
$1,000 in benefits from various income enhancing programs. These
rebate programs allow them to stretch their annual budget, add to
the economy and help them remain more self-sufficient.
Approximately 90% of PASS’s constituents manage to remain selfsufficient and in their own homes.

Polish American Social Services “PASS”

Special Appeal
Dear Supporters,
The rising cost of living has been difficult for many people. This
is especially true for those who are trying to address the situation
on their own as they have done their entire lives.
Polish American Social Services (also known as United Social
Services and PASS) has been a leading force in helping people in
need, especially those who are experiencing age-related difficulties,
or are living on a fixed income with no possibility of extra income
to keep up with the rising cost of living, or those facing long-term
unemployment. Many face language and cultural barriers and have
no place else to turn to.
In addition to serving the Polish/Slavic communities in
Southeastern Pennsylvania, the agency assists constituents from
six additional ethnic groups through its United Social Services
Outreach Program. As a one-stop point of contact, PASS helps
individuals remain self-sufficient by helping them access many forms
of assistance that remain available.
We appeal to supporters to join in our mission of building selfsufficiency for thousands of constituents each year. PASS avoids
directing people to government welfare programs that promote
dependence by helping constituents address a temporary difficulty
with income enhancement programs like energy, utility
and property tax rebates or discounts, and the tax freeze for the
low-income elderly. In this way, constituents retain personal
dignity, self-confidence and psychological well-being. Kindly help us
continue our mission.
Cut out the form below and return with your donation.

United Polish American Social Services
Polish American Social Services (“PASS”)
United Social Services
308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106 • (215) 923-1900
Outreach Services in Southeastern Pennsylvania
Internet: UnitedSocialServices.com

Ongoing PASS Program Objectives Include:
1. To enable constituents to make better use of available income 		
through timely and well-informed income management and 		
benefits counseling including low and moderate income programs
such as: PA Property Tax/Rent Rebates, LIHEAP, PACE, and 		
services offered by other agencies which promote self-sufficiency
and a reasonable quality of life.
2. To remove obstacles and solve problems which prevent self-		
sufficiency and a reasonable quality of life.

Donor Reply Form
To help raise additional funds from matching grants available to
Polish American Social Services, I offer my donation in support of the
services listed below. Kindly check one or more:
		

3. To establish and coordinate linkages between social service 		
programs to assure service delivery to constituents.
4. Maintain a telephone helpline, which is particularly beneficial to
individuals for whom travel is difficult and constituents in need of
information and referral.

Community outreach services to people of all ages to build selfsufficiency in time of need.
Information, referral and direct assistance to low income senior
citizens.
Senior citizen services for individuals seeking bilingual services.
Employment outreach services.
Educational outreach media services (print, internet and radio)
directed to helping constituents avoid a crisis by timely
information about benefits and services

5. Promote employment opportunities through Job Fairs,
employment-unemployment services, resume preparation and job
training programs.

		

A Strong Bond With Constituents

Donor & Mailing Information (Please print or type your information.)

Although PASS has established a strong bond with thousands of
Philadelphia-area constituents, the ongoing needs of constituents
continues to grow. As residents approach retirement age, or as
current retirees experience both rapidly diminishing financial
resources and failing health, they find themselves in unexpectedly
dire circumstances, not knowing where to turn for help. Even
neighbors and relatives who have assumed a caretaker role
are ignorant of available services and resources. Often they are
suspicious of government bureaucracy or reluctant to “go on
welfare related programs” and seek help from PASS.

Donation categories:

PASS Has A Well Established Outreach Network
Because of PASS’s positive reputation in the community and its
access to multiple media outlets, including radio, neighborhood
churches and organizations, local newspapers, the Polish American
News, and a website, PASS is the ideal one-stop point of contact.
PASS staff is pleased to provide information and referrals to other
services and direct assistance to constituents to help them retain
their self-sufficiency during difficult times.
For more information call: PASS - United Social Services
308 Walnut Street in Philadelphia, PA, 19106
Office open: Monday to Friday - 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Telephone: (215) 923-1900
UnitedSocialServices.com or PolishAmericanSocialServices.com

$50.00

$75.00

$100.00

Total donation: $

Please make check payable to: Polish American Social Services
		
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
City _________________________ State _______________ Zip _____________
Phone: (_____) ______________ E-mail _______________________________
Charge my donation to:
____ Visa ____ American Express ____ Discover ____ Master Card
Total credit card amount $ ___________ Card #_______________________
CVV Code# ________ Expiration Date _______________________________
Signature___________________________________________________________
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.
We are grateful for your support.
____ You may list my contribution _____ Do not list my contribution
You can also donate online from the link at:

PolishAmericanSocialServices.com
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Polish American Cultural Center Exhibit Hall Sponsors Business Directory
Engineering Services

Organizations

Restaurants

Tantala Associates, LLC

Polish American Congress
Eastern Pennsylvania District
308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106 • 215-922-1700

There’s No Place Like the Neighborhood
2535-37 Castor Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-744-1531

Engineers & Architects
6200 Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19135

215-289-4600 • www.tantala.com
Albert M. Tantala, Sr., P.E.
Peter J. Tantala, P.E.
Albert M. Tantala, Jr., AIA
Michael W. Tantala, P.E.

Funeral Directors
Slabinski/Sucharski Funeral Home, Inc.
2614 Orthodox Street
Philadelphia, PA 19137
215-744-2700

Edward C. Tomaszewski
Funeral Home, Inc.
Two of Port Richmond’s Most Modern and
Spacious Chapels at One Location
2728-30 E. Allegheny Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-739-6624

Life Insurance
Organizations
Polish Beneﬁcial Association
A Fraternal Life Insurance Society
Serving Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, & Delaware
Main Ofﬁce: 2595 Orthodox Street
Philadelphia, PA 19137 • 215-535-2626

Polish National Alliance
America’s Largest
National Fraternal Organization
National Ofﬁce: 6100 N. Cicero Avenue
Chicago, IL 60646 • 1-800-621-3723

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
National Fraternal Beneﬁt Society

Main Ofﬁce: 984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642 • 1-800-772-8632
www.prcua.org

Download and print
archived editions of the

Polish American News
from the Inter net at:

PolishAmericanNews.com
Visit the
National Shrine of
Our Lady of Czestochowa
“America’s Czestochowa”
654 Ferry Road
Doylestown, PA
Telephone: 215-345-0600
Internet: PolishShrine.com

Polish & Slavic
Federal Credit Union

www.PSFCU.com

Applebees

Ask for a frequent diner card • Your 11th Meal Free!

See ad in this newsletter.
Polish American Heritage Association
of Delaware County
St. Hedwig’s Society, Chester, PA

Rooﬁng

Polish National Alliance, Lodge #650
2201 N. Bent Lane
Aston, PA 19014 • 484-995-0597

Siding, Windows & Doors
Free Estimate • 10 Year Guarantee
215-464-6425 - See ad in this newsletter.
PA Consumer Registration #PA010759

Union Rooﬁng

Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk, Roxborough
& Surrounding Areas Group

Helen Cyzio - (215) 482-3040

Second Street Polish Society
P.O. Box 37107
Philadelphia, PA 19148

Thank You
for Supporting
Our Advertisers.
Kindly Let them know
that you saw them
listed in the
Polish American News!

We ask that you support the
advertisers in the

Polish American News
and call the

Museum Exhibit Hall
for more information.
Call: Monday - Friday
11 A.M. to 4 P.M.
(215) 922-1700
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From the Desk of
Michael Blichasz
American Workers Advocate
Host of Saturday Variety Program at 11 A.M.
& American Workers Radio, Wednesdays at 11 A.M.
860 AM Radio, WWDB • Philadelphia, PA
I welcome you to review the information from
my recent weekly commentaries and ask that
you share this information with others.

AmericanWorkersNeedYou.com
Our Voices & Actions are Changing a 35 Year Trend!
Whether it’s on radio or
television broadcasts, in
newspaper articles, on the
Internet or being discussed
at local community meetings,
more and more ideas are being
shared about how important
it is for the American people
to change the landscape of
America’s manufacturing and employment situation. AMERICA’S
CONSUMERS certainly have the power to help create a demand
for American made products by supporting America’s industries
who can maintain and restore manufacturing in America, which
will create and maintain employment opportunities for our fellow
Americans and a better economy in the United States.
The pandemic and foreign supply chain issues have shown how
important it is for America to return to the great industrial nation
that America was for over 200 years. In the late 1860’s through the
early 1900’s, America encouraged immigrants from around the world
to come to America to ﬁll jobs because there was a labor shortage
during America’s Industrial Revolution. That’s NOT the case now!
During the last 35 to 40 years, American industries continued
to move to foreign countries. This trend moved many jobs to
foreign countries. This can’t continue. It’s good to hear reactions
from our supporters asking WHY America’s leaders allowed this to
happen without urging businesses to remain in the United States.
Because of our voices, our actions and our spending habits, more
businesses are clearly listing that their products are Made in the
U.S.A. We are far from the 50/50 balance we need between foreign
and domestic products, but progress continues to be made every day
with your help.
Thanks for spreading the word.

Read EVERY Label Carefully!
Every business manufacturing in the United States of America
appreciates customers purchasing the products they make because
every time you support a product Made in America, you help them
remain in business and help keep American workers employed.
During these changing
times, as prices rise and
we experience supply
chain issues from foreign
countries, we all see
that it is our time to
reward the businesses
manufacturing and
employing people
in the United States of America. If you were a business owner
employing American workers, you would appreciate the support of
the American people going out of their way to choose American
made products, knowing that more plentiful and often less expensive
imported products are available where you shop.
In more recent years, many major American brand name items
are now manufactured outside of America. Be sure to read labels
carefully to see exactly where the products are made or assembled
before making a purchase. Today, many companies maintain their
headquarters in the United States of America, but their products are
totally manufactured overseas.
Now that the American people saw what happened during
the pandemic, they want to level the playing ﬁeld and rebuild
manufacturing in United States. A new focus on making this
in America again will provide more levels of employment from
production, management, research and development of new
products, shipping and sales to the places where we shop.
Help us Keep the Made in America label an ongoing priority
by using your purchasing power to support products made and
assembled in the United States of America, so we can have more
opportunities to rebuild America’s workforce and the well-being of
America. Thanks for your participation. Kindly spread the word.

Find “Made in America”
Products from your
iPhone and access
American Workers Radio.

Go4MadeinUSA.com

Creating a Demand for Made in the U.S.A.!
The Buy American Made Campaign continues to promote
consumer support for American made products and American
workers. As American made products continue to grow, there will be
more lasting employment opportunities available for our families and
friends.
Millions of workers are
needed right now to ﬁll open
jobs in the aftermath of the
pandemic in manufacturing,
product distribution, sales,
management and other jobs
as America’s consumers go
out of their way to support
American Made First.
The long-term goal of the Buy American Made Campaign is
to restore the production of quality and competitive American
Made products that will be sold side-by-side with products now
being imported from around the world. There is NO REASON
we can’t restore a 50/50 balance in domestic and foreign made
products and create tens-of-millions of new jobs in the United
States for our fellow Americans.
As we work to restore American made items side-by-side
everywhere we shop, all American consumers are asked to take
every opportunity to look for, ask for and to purchase products
proudly made in the United States of America.
For more information visit: AmericanWorkersRadio.com where
there are several links promoting our efforts.

Create and Save American Jobs online at:

MadeInAmericaStore.com
For Store Locations
and Hours, Call us at:

1-800-284-0384

Thanks for your participation and for spreading the word.

N a t i o n al S mall Bu si ness W e e ke nd
T h e f i r s t Frid ay , S at urd ay & S und ay of Ev e ry M o n th
Vi s i t : Na t i o na l Smal l B us in es s Weeken d . com f or mo re i nfo rmati o n.
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ANYZEK
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, & Fuel Oil
Providing Services in Camden, Gloucester
and Burlington Counties since 1932

856-456-5953 • Anyzek.com
Free Estimates • Repairs & Replacements • Emergency Service

Download and print archived editions
of the Polish American News
from the Inter net at: PolishAmericanNews.com

Bus Groups Welcome at the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Philadelphia welcomes many bus groups and
tour groups visiting the Historic District. If
you are planning a group tour, be sure to
visit the Polish American Cultural Center
Museum at 308 Walnut Street and the
Kosciuszko House at 3rd and Pine Streets.
Call the Museum, Monday through Friday,
between 11 A.M. and 4 P.M. at
215-922-1700, to let them know when your group is planning to
visit so a representative can greet your group and give you a tour.
Visit: PolishAmericanCenter.com/busgroups.html for more
info.

