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Polish American Heritage Month - October 2006

From the Desk of
Michael Blichasz, President
Polish American Cultural Center
and
Polish American Congress
Eastern Pennsylvania District

PolishAmericanCenter.org

Dear Members, Friends, and Supporters,

As the founder of Polish American
Heritage Month and the chairman of this committee, | would like
to thank everyone for their participation over the last 25 years.
From the time | suggested the idea of a month-long Polish
American Heritage Month celebration in Pennsylvania in 1981,
this effort has been a rewarding one for me. | want to compliment
the leadership of the Polish American Cultural Center and Polish
American Congress, Eastern Pennsylvania District, for helping me
get this idea off the ground and for joining forces with Polonia
across Pennsylvania to make this effort a state-wide success.
After five years of Heritage Month celebrations in Pennsylvania,
the national leadership of the Polish American Congress, in 1986,
joined with the Polish American Heritage Month Committee to
expand this event to a national celebration of Polish history,
culture and pride. Over the years Polish American organizations,
churches, schools and individuals have become united in
celebrating the history and culture of the Polish people and in
publicly demonstrating Polonia’s unity, strength and pride.

The Polish American Heritage Month Committee,
headquartered at the Polish American Cultural Center Museum at
308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia, works closely with its
participating groups, and the national affiliates of the Polish
American Congress. Together, we work to unite everyone's efforts
by providing information packets with ideas on sponsoring local
celebrations, coloring and essay contests, and suggestions that
highlight great men and women of Polish descent, as well as great
moments in Polish history.

I also want to thank the leaders of the national Polish American
fraternal organizations who help encourage the celebration of
Polish American Heritage Month among their members and
supporters through their newspapers and group representatives.
Compliments also to the organizations, churches, schools,
libraries and individuals who continue to work on this effort for
the purpose of preserving Polish history and culture for future
generations. | want to also thank the Polish American press and
radio for helping get the word out about Polish American Heritage
Month to the general public. Everyone's efforts are appreciated
and very much needed. We live in an ever-changing time, and it
is vital for ethnic groups in America to continue to highlight their
individual heritage so the great mosaic of America remains
vibrant.

On behalf of the members of the National Polish American
Heritage Month Committee, | thank you for 25 years of
cooperation and participation and urge everyone to continue
sponsoring activities in your local community during October,
Polish American Heritage Month.

Visit our Internet site at: PolishAmericanHeritageMonth.com

During October We Salute Our Members
Friends and Neighbors Celebrating
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A National Celebration of Polish History, Culture and Pride
in Cooperation with the Polish American Congress
and Polonia Across America

Visit our Heritage Month link on the Internet at:
PolishAmericanCenter.org

We Thank You < Dziekujemy Bardzo!

On behalf of the members of the Polish American Heritage
Month Committee, the Polish American Cultural Center and
Museum and the Polish American Congress, Eastern PA District,
I extend my sincere thanks to everyone who offered greetings to
Polonia during this special time. Kindly review the heritage
month greetings and when you see those that offered greetings,
be sure to let them know that you appreciate their salute to
Polonia and their support of our ongoing efforts to highlight
Polish history and culture to the public.

Michael Blichasz

When You're in Philadelphia's
Historic District Visit The
Polish American Cultural Center
Museum Exhibit Hall
308 Walnut Street
Featuring Polish History and Culture
Open 10 AM to 4 PM

FREE ADMISSION
January through April
Monday to Friday
May through December
Polish American Monday to Saturday
Cultural Center Gift Shop is Open During
308 Walnut Street

: | Regular Exhibit Hall Hours
Philadelphia, PA 19106

(215) 922-1700

Closed on Holidays

Visit the Polish American Cultural Center Museum
on the Internet at: www.PolishAmericanCenter.org

Featured on the web site are brief outlines of Great Men and

Women of Polish Heritage, information about Polish customs

and traditions, and information about organizations and
activities in the Polish American Community.
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