
Polish American Social Services “PASS”
PolishAmericanSocialServices.com

October / November 2008, Polish American News - Page 14

From the Desk of 

Richard Klimek
Program Supervisor

Polish American Social Services 
“PASS”

PACE / NET
Pennsylvania’s Prescription Drug

“SAFETY-NET” Program
 In recent years, senior citizens have 
reported that they feel like they are
walking on a “tight-rope” when it comes 
to their prescription drug needs. Many seniors quickly chose a 
prescription plan because of Medicare Part D deadlines and are not 
sure if they did the right thing. Some are finding themselves in the 
dreaded “donut hole” while others are finding that a drug they need 
to take is not covered by their insurance company.

 Seniors living in Pennsylvania should take comfort in knowing that 
the PA Department of Aging offers a “SAFETY-NET” for prescription 
drug needs known as the PACE Program. PACE can provide a top 
quality prescription drug plan for seniors or work along with their 
existing insurance plan to help them during a “donut hole” or cover 
a drug that is not on their formulary. No assets are used to qualify 
a person and income guidelines are listed in the article below.

 There are many seniors that qualify for this program but have 
not yet signed up for it because they may not understand all of the 
benefits of participating, or they believe that they can¹t have PACE 
if they already have insurance or they wrongly worry about added 
costs.  Think of PACE as their safety-net for prescription drug needs. 
It is there to cover them should their prescription needs fall through 
the cracks.

 Kindly share this information with any senior who needs help with 
their prescription drug coverage and ask them to call PASS between 
9:00 AM and 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday at (215) 923-1900. 
A staff member will be able to answer questions, and help you file 
an application.
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John S. Taras, M.D. • Hand Surgery
The Philadelphia Hand Center, P.C.
The Benjamin Franklin House

834 Chestnut Street, Suite G114
Philadelphia, PA 19107

For Appointments, call (800) 971-HAND
The South Jersey Hand Center, P.C.
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Look Out For LIHEAP
Fuel Rebate Program About to Begin

 As in previous years, the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), also known as the Fuel 
Rebate Program, begins on November 3, 2008 and is 
scheduled to end on March 31, 2009.  Those who have 
applied in previous years should be receiving applications 
in the mail.

 For those who are not familiar with the program, there is no 
age restriction to apply. The household income must be within the 
following guidelines:

Number in Household Approximate Monthly Income  Annual Income
  1  $1,300  $15,600
  2  $1,750  $21,000
  3  $2,200  $26,400
  4  $2,650  $31,800 
For each additional person add: $450  $5,400 
 For more information on filing requirements or to get an 
application when they become available, call PASS at
 (215) 923-1900. 

Polish American Social Services
United Social Services Outreach Program

 The main office of PASS at 308 Walnut Street is open Monday 
through Friday between 9 A.M. and 4 P.M. to service the general 
public. You can call the main office at (215) 923-1900. Clients 
coming to the main office are asked to call in advance so that a Social 
Service Representative can be assigned to provide information and 
assistance and to secure appropriate documents and information 
necessary for processing each request.  

 Some services are listed in this newsletter, but the staff can assist 
you with many other programs available to both senior citizens and 
individuals of all ages.  Services can be provided in the English or 
Polish language.  Everyone is welcome to contact the agency for 
services.

 PASS also makes many community outreach visits throughout 
the year.  There are also several special outreach visits made to 
senior citizen groups which are announced in local newspapers 
or church bulletins.

 The following outreach service locations and schedules are in 
operation:  Daily services for clients from these areas are also 
available at the main office.

 Main Office:

 308 Walnut Street    Monday to Friday
 Downtown Philadelphia    9 A.M. to 4 P.M.

 Port Richmond & Fishtown areas:

 St. Adalbert Rectory    Every Tuesday 
 Thompson Street & Allegheny Avenue 9 A.M. to 1 P.M.

 Northeast/Bridesburg & Frankford areas:

  St. John Cantius Hall         Every 1st Wednesday 
    Thompson & Orthodox Streets   10 A.M. to 12 Noon

 Manayunk/Roxborough areas:

 St. Josaphat Hall     Every 3rd Monday   
 Cotton & Silverwood Streets  10 A.M. to 12 Noon

 Other outreach areas served by PASS are announced in 
community newspapers and in church bulletins.  

 For information on those outreach visits call the main office at 
(215) 923-1900.  Residents of Pennsylvania who are 65 

years of age or older have an outstanding 
prescription medication plan, “PACE”, the 
Pharmaceutical Assistance Contract for 
the Elderly. This program is administered 
by the Pennsylvania Department of Aging 
and funding for this program is provided by 

the Pennsylvania Lottery to help senior citizens pay for prescription 
medications.

 There is also another level of the program called PACENET. 
This program is also funded by the Pennsylvania Lottery. Both of 
these programs are Medicare Part D approved and are considered 
creditable plans. With PACE, seniors only co-pay either $6.00 
for generic meds or $9.00 for brand name meds. There are no 
deductibles or monthly premiums in PACE. With PACENET, seniors 
only co-pay $8.00 for generic meds or $15.00 for brand name meds. 
There is a monthly deductible or premium for this program of $26.59 
for 2008. Under PACE and PACENET, your assets are not counted, 
only your annual income.

The two income levels of the program are as follows:

      PACE    monthly  annual
      one person   $1,208  $14,500
      couple    $1,475  $17,700

      PACENET  max monthly income  annual (range of income)
      one person   $1,958  $14,500 to $23,500
      couple    $2,625  $17,700 to $31,500

 Since PACE and PACENET are working with Medicare Part D, the 
program is now also referred to as PACE PLUS. This only means that 
PACE and PACENET enrollees receive the same coverage that they 
received with PACE and PACENET, and their costs are the same or 
possibly lower. The staff of PASS will be able to explain to seniors 
how these programs are working together.

 For more information and assistance with an application, contact:
PASS, Monday through Friday, 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. at (215) 923-1900, 
or PolishAmericanSocialServices.com.

Pharmaceutical Assistance 
Contract for the Elderly

PACE

Visit PASS on the Internet at: 

PolishAmericanSocialServices.com


