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Edward Pinkowski
2009 “Pride of Polonia 

Award” Recipient
 On Sunday, August 23, 2009, at the conclusion of 
the 12:30 P.M. Mass at the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of Czestochowa in Doylestown, PA, the Polish 
Apostolate Pride of Polonia Award was presented to 
Edward Pinkowski by Bishop Stanislaw Jan Dziuba 
and Msgr. Anthony Czarnecki, National Chairman of the Polish 
Apostolate Committee.

 The Pride of Polonia Award was established in 1992 by the 
Executive Board of the Polish Apostolate to recognize individuals who 
make unique contributions to the Polish people and are involved in 
philanthropic activites. The first recipient was John Cardinal Krol.

 Edward Pinkowski, a Polonian historian, author and journalist,
was born on August 12, 1916, to Polish immigrant parents in 
Holyoke, MA. When he was 14 years old, the family moved to the 
rugged coal fields of Pennsylvania, where his father and grandfather 
previously worked in mines in the Mount Carmel area. There he 
began his writing career while still in high school. During World War 
II, he was a writer in the U.S. Navy and rose to the rank of Chief 
Specialist.

 In 1967, he received the Kosciuszko Sesquicentennial Medal in 
Toronto from the Polish American Historical Association (PAHA) for 
locating General Kosciuszko’s last residence in America, leading to 
its designation as a national monument, and placing an historical 
marker at 3rd and Pine Streets in Philadelphia.  In 1976, the house-
museum opened as the Thaddeus Kosciuszko National Memorial 
under the auspices of the National Park Service.

 For four years he was president of the Spring Garden Civic 
Association in Philadelphia, the first lay chairman of the nominating 
committee and vice president of PAHA, member of the Philadelphia 
Historical Commission from 1969 to 1985, chairman of the Ethnic 
Council, vice president of the Philadelphia 1976 Bicentennial 
Corporation and the oldest surviving male founder of the Polish 
Heritage Society of Philadelphia, an affiliate of the American Council 
for Polish Culture (ACPC), and the person who created the name of 
that local organization.

 Edward Pinkowski was responsible for erecting a monument 
on Anthony Sadowski’s grave 300 years after his birth along with 
a roadside marker in Douglassville, PA.  In 1996, he proved that 
General Pulaski’s remains were buried in a brick vault under 
the monument in Savannah and was recognized by the mayor 
of Savannah with a key to the city for literally rescuing Pulaski’s 
remains. Over the years he devoted countless hours to research on
Kosciuszko and Pulaski, not to mention hundreds of other figures, 
and is the author of several books and many articles.

 Among the numerous awards he has received are: the Mieczyslaw 
Haiman Medal from PAHA for “outstanding contribution in the field 
of Polish American studies”, Distinguished Service Award from 
ACPC for his lifetime of contributions to research in Polish American 
history, Cavalier’s Cross of the Order of Merit in 2001 awarded by 
the President  of Poland, Aleksander Kwasniewski, Ellis Island Medal 
of Honor, and the Kosciuszko Foundation Medal.

  He lived in Philadelphia for most of his life with his wife Connie
(Rosiello) before moving to Florida in 1998.   He has two sons, Jack 
and Jim, born in the nation’s capital during the war.

PAC Youth Committee Update
Get the YOUNG PEOPLE involved!

 The Polish American Congress would like to encourage you to 
consider enrolling your children in one of the Philadelphia-area 
youth groups listed below. They welcome participants from all area 
public and parochial schools.   
St. Adalbert Polish Language School (Saturdays) Classes are held 
in the School Building, Allegheny Avenue and Chatham Street, in 
the Port Richmond section of Philadelphia. Students from 1st to 8th 
grade. For info call Maria Koleda at (610) 368-1604.
Adam Mickiewicz Polish Language School (Saturdays) Classes 
are held in the Associated Polish Home, 9150 Academy Road in 
Northeast Philadelphia. Students from lst to 8th grade. For info call 
Debbie Majka at (215) 627-1391.
St. John Cantius Polish Language School (Fridays) Classes are 
held in St. John Cantius Hall, Almond and Orthodox Streets in the 
Bridesburg section of Philadelphia from 5 to 8 P.M. For info call 
Janina Dybas at (215) 671-1161.   
Our Lady of Czestochowa Polish Language School (Saturdays) 
Classes are held at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
in Doylestown, PA. For info call Monika Siuda at (215) 760-7876.
Polish Scouts of America “Harcerstwo” (Saturdays & Sundays) 
The scouts welcome boys and girls between 6 and 20 years of age. 
For info call Kasia Przybycien at (215) 634-0827.
Sloneczniki Children’s Folk Dance Group (Wednesdays) 
Classes are held in the school cafeteria, 4th & Jefferson Streets, 
Swedesburg, PA. For info call Anthony & Kathy Boccella at 
(610) 539-3699.
 For more information about youth activities in the Philadelphia 
area, call the Polish American Congress Youth Committee, Monday 
through Friday between 9 A.M. and 5 P.M. Call (215) 922-1700.

Review of The Peasant Prince 
By Pawel Stefanski 

As the author, Alex Storozynski, points out 
in his tour speeches - this book is not about 
“Kosciuszko Bridge”, “Kosciuszko Mustard”, 
“Kosciuszko County”, or any other of several 
dozens of “Kosciuszko” names, scattered 
throughout America. It’s about the real 
guy, who lived in one of the most dynamic 
periods in modern history - and (before the 
age of jet travel, mind you!) shuttled back 
and forth between Europe and America, 
managing to substantially contribute to 
the success of the American Revolution, 
organize his own (ultimately - failed) 
uprising in Poland, spend some time in jail 
in Russia, emigrate to America, then go back to Europe to continue 
his lifelong struggle for Poland’s independence. Far ahead of his time 
in his efforts to free slaves in America and end serfdom in Europe, 
this champion of “liberty for all” died in Switzerland in 1817. While 
his body was buried in Wawel castle in Krakow a few months after 
his death, his heart was returned to Poland only after the country 
regained its independence in 1919. At a mere 280 pages, with 50+ 
pages of extensive references and bibliography, this extremely well-
written book is a fast paced read, which brings to life and to well-
deserved spot-light one of the greatest, yet so little known, freedom 
fighters of all ages!

Get your copy of The Peasant Prince online at Amazon.com.  
Search “The Peasant Prince.”

Presents

Robert Kupiecki, Ph.D.
Polish Ambassador to the United States

Freedom '89:
The Collapse of Communism and the Birth of a New Europe

Thursday, October 22, 2009
7:00 P.M.

Driscoll Hall Auditorium, Room 132

This event is free and open to the public. All are invited to attend!
Refreshments will be available following the lecture.

For more information, please contact 
Teresa Wojcik, Ph.D. at 610-519-8103

Special Greetings from

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.
Krzyzanowski Foundation

Visit us on the Internet at: PolishAmericanCenter.com
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